AIRFIX FOR PLASTIC modellers; 

magazine 



New series: Squadron codes and colours 
in this isSU6 Russian SU76/ Saab Viggen/ Model soldiers 

Mosquito conversions/ German 7M85 gun 





bal!2 

cemuil 


Diltf ix 

’"SrlPfit 


Bhtf ix Adhesives- 

Ba/sa cement 66 for sticking balsa models. 
Medium tube 7p. White PVA 55 for 
sticking wooden models. Medium tube 1 0p. 
Polystyrene cement 77 for sticking plastic 
models. Medium tube 7p. 

AH Britfix tubes have a specially designed 
shoulder cap to give immediate flow when 
cap is removed. 


Skill, patience 
and Humbrol 
Authentics... 

A true match for any model. Formulated after careful 
research to give the nearest possible reproduction to the 
real thing, Humbrol “Authentic” co\o\3iXS bring true 
“authenticity” \o your models. 

This Junkers Ju 87B Stuka dive bomber, one of the most 
frightening weapons used by the Germans in World War II 
is given that realistic finishing touch with Humbrol 
"Authentics”. 

Bring your model to life with Humbrol “Authentics ” — 
they're not only the right colour — they're non-toxic 
and the right price too — real value for money. 

Ask for Humbrol by name . . . available from all 
leading Model and Toy shops. 

Humbrol will be pleased to send you-FREE- 
colour cards and leaflets. Write to 
Mr. W. H. Stewart. Product Manager. 

Dept. 1 1 , Modelling Division. 

Humbrol Limited, Marfleet. Hull. 






Humbrol add 17 fabulous new colours to their 
standard range. 

Send for your colour card - A/WlKl 


authentic ^ 
colour \ 


“From the 1st April. 1973 prices will 
be subject to V.A.T. where applicable".^ 


STOPiniis 


HISTOREX AGENTS 

We are proud to introduce to you Historex plastic kits. These kits represent, at the moment, the foot and 
mounted troops of the 1st French Empire Armies, although it is planned in the future to cover all periods 
of all armies. 

Cast in white shock proof polystyrene, a mounted figure is composed of approximately 40 separate pieces, 
making it possible for anyone to personalise his figurine whilst respecting historical truth in its smallest 
details. 

Mounted figures cost £1.65 plus 8p post and packing. Foot figures cost 80p plus 8p post and packing. 
(Postage on kits over £5 free) U.K. only. 


AGENTS ALSO FOR LE PLUMET PLATES. SEND S.A.E. 
FOR LISTS. 

A complete catalogue of all Historex Kits is available by post for 40p. We also have stockists throughout 
the country. Trade inquiries invited: All mail orders dealt with same day. 

HISTOREX AGENTS 3 Castle Street, Dover 



Diorama Display Bases 

S.C.B. Display Bases have been designed after considerable rese^fcb 
to give the modeller a first-class finish to dioramas, vignette* 
individual mounted figures. 

Each base is hand-manufactured from mahogany-veneered chli>- 
board. the edges of which arc bevelled, the central area 
removed to allow scenic materials to be casUy added. 

Sizes available: £ 


S.C.B. 

3 

3in. 

X 

6in. 

not routered 

.50 

S.C.B. 

4 

6in. 

X 

6in. 

routered 

.65 

S.C.B. 

5 

6in. 

X 

9in. 


.90 

S.C.B. 

6 

6in. 

X 

12in. 


l.lO 

S.C.B. 

7 

6in. 

X 

18in. 


1.60 

S.C.B. 

8 

6in. 

X 

24in. 


1.75 

S.C.B. 

9 

9in. 

X 

9in. 


.95 

S.C.B. 

10 

9in. 

X 

12in. 


1.40 

S.C.B. 

11 

9in. 

X 

18in. 


1.75 

S.C.B. 

12 

9in. 

X 

24in. 


2.00 

S.C.B. 

13 

12in. 

X 

12in. 


1.75 

S.C.B. 

14 

12in. 

X 

18in. 


1.95 


Bases Nos. 7, 8, 10 and 1 1 are ideally suited to 'Historex Gun Tea™* • 
Base No. 14 suiting the ‘Historex Fricdland Set’. Postage und^*" 
orders 25p: over £1 30p: over £5 post free. 

Not available to the trade 


Brushes 

Pure Kolinsky Sable Artist Brushes 

This type of brush is normally expensive, yet we can 
offer them at the following prices. Hand-made from 
100% finest selected pure Kolinsky Sable and set m 
seamless nickel-plated ferrules on black polished handles. 
Representing all that is finest in both materials and 
craftsmanship. 

Complete set of 6 — £2.20 plus 5p postage and packing 
or individually 

00 ... 26p 1 ... 32p 3 ... 45P 

0 ... 30p 2 ... 36p 4 ... 54p 

plus 5p postage and packing on any number 


OVERALL HEIGHT 5|" 

BASE DIAMETER 3" 

A perfect fit for Stadden 90 mm. and Series 
77. With a small additional block inside, 
ideal too for Historex and other 54 mm. foot 
figures. 

Made in clear rigid polypropylene with a 
wooden base. 

I £1 including post and packing. 


Funcken Books: 

For many modellers who paint Historex figures a common problem is 
finding coloured illustrations, and for newcomers to the hobby of model 
soldiers what exactly a particular figure actually looked like. There have 
been few illustrated books dealing with this subject and most uniform 
plates tend to be on the expensive side. Recently, however, there has been 
published two magnificent volumes dealing with the uniforms and arms of 
the Napoleonic period and covering the French, British. Prussian and 
various other allied soldiers. The book size is 10 x 8 and each contains 150 
pages: 73 of them in full colour. In Vol. I, for example, of the 43 pages 
dealing with the French uniforms there are a total of 282 different figures, 
as well as diagrams of swords, muskets, pistols, caps, badges and artillery 
pieces, etc. Whilst the text is in French, this is no great drawback, as each 
figure is numbered and titled on the facing page. There is also a diagram- 
matic glossary of terms used. We are convinced that these books are of 
inestimable value to constructors of Historex figures and students of this 
period. We would like to quote a recent review from Airfix magazine which 
said: 'For anyone building Historex kits this book is a must.' Even the ex- 
perienced Historex modeller will find it of interest, as many different uniforms 
are shown and these figures can be made up by consulting with the spare 
parts list. Five other volumes are also detailed below in the same format 
and series. 

Vol. I. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of the 1st Empire. French Line 
Regts., British. Prussian and Spanish. 

Vol. II. Uniforms and Arms of the 1st Empire. French Imperial Guard, 
Swedish. Russian and Austrian. 

Vol. I. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of All Times. From the Pharocs 
to Louis XV. 

Vol. 11. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of All Times. From Frederick 
11 to Present Day. 

Vol. I. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of the 14-18 War. 

Vol. 11. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of the 14-18 War. 

Vol. 1. Uniforms and Arms of the Soldiers of the 39-45 War. 

Each Vol. costs £2.50 plus 2Sp postage on one or all seven Vols. 

We also Slock 

French Army Regts. and Uniforms by Thorbum. 

58 black and white plates. 2 colour plates and an excellent text in 

English. 

£1.50 plus lOp postage. 

French Napoleonic Artillery by Michael Head. 

£1.40 plus lOp postage. 


Mamclouks 

Catalogue sheet No. 19 will feature the Mamclouks. We do not 
yet have a release date, and due to the complexity of the en- 
graving work involved they may not be available until the Spring 
of 1973, but modellers are invited to send us a stamped addressed 
envelope marked ‘Cat. 19’, and this will be despatched as soon 
as published. 
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BRIDGE MODELS 


Telephone : 
01-520 4565 


1-2 STATION PARADE. HOE STREET BRIDGE. WALTHAMSTOW. LONDON. E.I7 



Replica Models 'Full* Rangeaiways 

‘Including latest Releases’ bolo mauser cso.oo 


DETECTIVE SNUB .38 £13.75 

COLT PYTHON 

100 COLT PEACEMAKER 

single action 4}" barrel £12.95 

101 COLT FRONTIER 

single action 5^' barrel £14.00 

102 COLT CAVALRY 

single action T'' barrel £15.00 

103 BUNTLINE SPECIAL 

single action 12" barrel £16.00 

200 GERMAN P.08 LUGER 

4" barrel £15.50 

202 LUGER ARTILLERY 

8" barrel £17.50 

204 GERMAN P.38 WALTHER 

W.W.II Model £14.50 

300 U.S. SERVICE .45 

Government Auto £14.50 

302 ITALIAN BERETTA 

.38 Auto £12.75 

303 MAUSER Hsc Auto £12.50 

400 CIVIL WAR 1851 

Navy Colt Revolver £15.00 

500 WINCHESTER CARBINE 

(takes 12 DS) £33.00 

600 SCHMEISSER MP40 

(takes 32 DS) £45.00 

700 THOMPSON £55.00 


I /12th 

Honda F. I £4.80 

Lotus 49 F. I £4.80 

Lotus Ford 498 £4.80 

Matra MSN £4.80 

Ferrari 3I2B £4.80 

Ferrari Fiat 12 (Bandai) £3.20 

STP Turbine Car (Bandai) £6.90 

Mustang Mach I (Otaki) £11.99 

Alfa Romeo Gran Sport £6.50 

Excalibur SSK (Bandai) £5.25 

Lola T70 £8.80 

Porsche Carrera 910 £6.99 

Bentley Blower (Airfix) £4.75 

Honda S800 Coupe (Otaki) £3.30 
I /16th scale 

Toyota Sports 200 GT £3.30 

Nissan R380 (Otaki) £4.40 

Alfa Romeo T33 £4.40 

Lamborghini Miura (Otaki) £4.80 
Alfa Romeo Scarabeo £4.00 

Jaguar Pirana (Otaki) £4.40 

Honda F. I £3.30 

I /20th scale 

Fairlady Z £2.10 

Mercury Cougar £7.70 

Celical600 GT £3.85 

Sand Buggy £3.30 

Opel GT 1900 £3.30 

Mustang Mach I £2.65 

Berlinetta 250PS £3.30 

Ghia Mangutsta £2.10 

Ferrari 275 £2.10 

I /24th scale 

Fiat Abarth £2.45 

Bentley Blower £2.45 

Alfa Romeo GS £2.45 

I /8th scale 

Bandai Jaguar XKE Motorised £12.00 


207 BOLO MAUSER £30.00 

105 POLICE POSITIVE 

106 S.W. SNUB MAGNUM £14.50 

107 S.W. COMBAT 

MAGNUM £15.00 

109 S.W. CHIEF SPECIAL £13.75 
205 WALTHER PPK £11.50 

501 WINCHESTER ‘TS’ 

Octagonal Barrel £34.00 

201 NAVY LUGER £16.50 

208 S.W. 9 mm. AUTO £22.00 
304 BROWNING Auto .380 £12.50 

Mk. Ill STEN GUN £25.00 
COLT COMMANDER £14.50 

Official Police Colt Revolver £14.50 
Authentic Luger and P.38 

Holsters £5.50 


MATZI: 1 

PLASTIC GUN KITS 
‘Working Models* 

Smith & Wesson ,357 Magnum 
6" Combat Magnum. 

Also: stubby. 

Walther P.38 Auto-Standard 
model, or 

Special Agent model with silencer. 
(‘Luger’) All at £2.00 

H U BLEY^working metal car kits 
Model SJ Duesenberg Town 
Car I /18th £7.50 

Model A Station Wagon £3.75 

Model A Roadster £2.99 

Model A Pick-up £2.99 

*32* Chevrolet Coupe £3.75 

.32* Chevrolet Phaeton £3.75 

,30’ Packhard Roadster £4.50 

N.B. Hubley boxes do not specify a 
scale for each car. Most, however, 
seem to be around I /24th, I /22nd 
or I /18th. The detail is constantly 
excellent. 

TAMIYA 

GERMAN 88 mm GUN FLAK 36/37 
1/35 plenty of optional parts, 
realistic figures including Zundapp 
KS750 motor cycle £3.90 
8 TON SEMITRACK 
which pulls the above £3.50 


JETS 

Skyrocket 42p D 

Starfire 42p Li 

Thunderstreak 42p F( 

Scorpion 42p P. 

Super Sabre 42p R 

Voodoo 42p C 

Thunderchief 42p L< 

Phantom 49p 

Marauder 49p 1/ 

Heinkel 49p S| 

Ju 88 49p S< 

Corsair 49p F< 

Havoc 49p Z 

Navy Phantom 49p A 

Delta Dagger 49p M 

S.A.A.B. 49p S| 

Martin B-57B 49p C 

Corsair II 49p M 

Vigilante 49p S< 

Stiletto 49p P 

Flying Fortress 77p V 

SMALL GALLEONS 

Golden Hind 

Bounty 

Mayflower 

Beagle 

Constitution 

Santa Maria 

Charles Morgan 

Victory 

Essex 

Wasp 

Hornet 

Yorktown 

USS Flasher 

Enterprise 

Forrestal 

Ranger 

Gunboat Tacoma 

MEDIUM SAILING SHIPS 

Constitution 

Thermopylae 

Mayflower 

Cutty Sark 

IMPORTED SHIPS 
Pedro Nunes 
Constitution 
Thermopylae 
Alabama 

Cutty Sark w/saits 
Constitution w/sails 
Spanish Galleon 

SPACECRAFT 

Gemini 

Vostok 

Columbia and Eagle 
Space Assortment 
Saturn V 

PYRO 

Antique Rifles 
Belgian Shot Gun 
Silesian Rifle 
Moorish Rifle 
Bavarian Rifle 
Kentucky Rifle 
Western Saddle Gun 


Dambuster 
Liberator 
Focke-Wulf 
Patrol Bomber 
R.A.A.F. Fill 
Catalina 
Lockheed SR7I 

I /20th and I /32nd 

Spad 

Sopwith 

Fokker 

Zero 

Alcutin Jigor 
Me I09G ‘Gustav’ 
Spitfire Mk. I 
Curtiss P-40E 
Me I09F 
Seafire 
P-51 Mustang 
Wildcat 


BIG l/32nd 

Hurricane £1.15 

Huey Attack £1.15 

Corsair £1.15 

Bell UH-ID Huey £1.15 

Bell Huey Cobra £1.15 

Thunderbolt £1.15 

Stuka £1.15 

PanAmSST £1.40 

Lightning P-38 £1.50 

SHIPS 

Prinz Eugen 50p 

Massachusetts SOp 

Pennsylvania 50p 

Alabama 50p 

USS Washington 77p 

Forrest Sherman 77p 

Longbeach 77p 

Boston 77p 

Franklin 77p 

Essex 77p 


★ ★ ★ LATEST REVELL RELEASES ★ ★ ★ 


Dates shown are as promised to us. 
Luftwaffe Phantom 1/32 £1.99 Feb 
Kawasaki Hien (Tony) 1/32 £1.25 
March. 

Blucher 73p April. 

Growler £1.35 Feb. 

Defiance 99p Feb. 

Robert E. Lee £1.35 June. 
REVALLASER 1/25 £1.70 Feb. 


mail-order 


Triumph Drag 1/8 £2.50 March. 
BMW 1/8 £3.25 March 
Husquarna 1/12 £1.05 March. 
Harley Trike 1/12 £1.05 April. 
Kawasaki 1/12 £1.05 April. 
Constitution £1.99 Feb, 

Spanish Galleon £1.99 Feb. 

V2 Rocket 73p Feb. 
REVELLUTION 1/16 £3.90 Feb. 


★ International rates 

on aonlication. St 


MOTORCYCLES 
Yamaha Scrambler 
Yamaha 350 
Yahama Dirt Bike 
Kawasaki Mach ill 
Triumph Drag 
Honda Super Sports 
Honda Racing Bike 
Honda Scrambler 
Honda Drag 
Triumphant Trike 
Electraglide 
Harley Police Bike 
Harley Hog 


CARS 

*31 Sedan Delivery 
*54 Chevy Highboy 
*50 Austin Drag 
Boss Mustang Fny Car 
Volkswagen 3 in I 
*53 Chevy Panel 
EMPI Dune Buggy 
Safari Dune Buggy 
Dodge Revellion 


on application. SAE 
please with all 
enTjlriesT^"" 


NEW ★ ★ ★ 

New SDk F2 251/1 German Half 
Track with Rocket Launcher 1/35 

our price £1.65 
1/12 Excalibur S.S. Roadster £6.00 

1/16 M.G. T.C. Midget £3.75 

1/16 Mercer Raceabout £4.00 

1/16 Bugatti Ro)'ale £7.50 


AIRCRAFT 

1/24 Zero 
1/20 Aerosubaru 

The detail on this kit is 
fantastic! 

1/32 Phantom 


A.F.V. 

1/76 King Tiger SOp 

1/76 Russian KVI SOp 

1/76 Jagd Tiger SOp 

1/76 Jagd Panther SOp 

1/32 Kommandeurwagen 

(Motorised) £2.30 

1/35 German 75 mm Assault 

Gun 61.99 

I /35 U.S. Jeep with crew £1.30 

1/35 German B.M.W. with crew 75p 


Postage & Packing rates 

Up to £5.00 add 10%, mini- 
mum lOp. Over £5 post free 


BRIDGE MODELS o’:,?;;,, 
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TAMIYA TANKS 1/35th 


Motorised 


Saladin Armoured Car 

£1.25 

T34 Russian Tank 

£1.55 

SU100 Russian SPG 

£1.55 

TS5 Russian Tank 

£1.75 

M4 Sherman 

£1.75 

M41 Tank 

£1.75 

M42 Duster 

£1.99 

JSIII Stalin 

£2.50 

Chieftain 

£2.50 

Japanese Type 61 

£2.50 

Konig Tiger 

£2.50 

Jagd Tiger 

£2.50 

Sheridan M351 

£2.50 

Leopard 

£2.50 

Tiger 1 

£2.50 

Panther V 

£2.50 

Jagdpanther V 

£2.50 

M60-A1 Tank 

£2.85 

Centurion Mk III 

£2.85 

M8 Armoured Car 

£1.10 

1/35 German 8 ton Half T rack 

£3.50 

TANKS 1/25-1/21/Remote 


Control 


Tiger 1 (Interior detail) 

£8.80 

Chieftain 

£7,70 

Panther V 

£7.70 

T34 Tank 

£6.25 


TAMIYA 1/35— Remote Control 

Russian SU100 

£2.45 

Russian T34 

£2.45 

M42 Duster 

£2.65 

M4 Sherman 

£2.65 

M41 Bulldog 

£2.65 

Jagdpanzer V 

£3.30 

Panther V 

£3.30 

JS III Stalin 

£3.30 

Tiger 1 

£3.30 

Jagd Tiger 

£3.30 

Konig Tiger 

£3.30 

Leopard 

£3.30 

M60 Cheyenne 

£3.85 

1/35th Un-motorised 


Schwimmwagen 

75p 

Kubelwagen 

75p 

6 pdr Anti-Tank Gun 

75p 

Pzkw II-F4 Afrika Korps 

£1.10 

Pzkw lll-f German Officers 

£1.99 

1/25—1/21 Motorised 


T34 Tank-1/25 

£4.99 

Chieftain— 1/25 

£5.30 

M4 Sherman— 1/21 

£4.40 

SU100 SPG— 1/21 

£4.99 

Un-motorised 


Tiger 1 (Interior detail)— 1/25 

£6.99 

M2 155 mm Gun— 1/21 

£1.90 


NEW 

New SDk F2 251/1 German Half Track 
with Rocket Launcher 1/35 

our price £1.65 


1/12 Excalibur S.S. Roadster £6.00 

1/16M.G. T.C. Midget £3.75 

1/16 Mercer Raceabout £4.00 

1/16 Bugatti Royale £7.50 

AIRCRAFT 

1/24 Zero £3.75 

1/20 Aerosubaru £8.95 

The detail on this kit is fantastic! 
1/32 Phantom £1.95 

A.F.V. 

1/35 German 75 mm Assault Gun £1.99 
1/35 U.S. Jeep with crew £1.30 

1/35 German B.M.W. with crew 75p 

ALMARK PUBLICATIONS 

British Infantry Regiments 1660-1914 87ip 

Scottish Regiments and Uniforms 
1660-1914 £1.00 

Regiments at Waterloo £1.25 

French Napoleonic Artillery £1.25 

French Napoleonic Lancer Regiments £1.25 

The Foot Guards £1.25 

The Life Guards £1.25 

Soldiers of the Peninsular War £1.25 

American Civil War Infantry 87jp 

American Soldiers of the Revolution £1.50 

German Artillery 1914-1918 87^p 

German Infantry 1914-1918 £1.00 

Waffen S.S. 1938-1945 £1.75 

Political Leaders of the NSDAP £1.50 

Wehrmacht Divisional signs 1939-1945 £1.25 

Wehrmacht Camouflage and 
markings 1939-1945 £1.00 

British Military markings 1939-1945 £1.25 

United States Army Uniforms 1939-1945 £1.50 
Japanese Army Uniforms 1939-1945 87ip 

Soviet Combat Tanks £1.00 

The Flying Navy £1.25 

Avro Anson £1.00 

Ships of the Royal Navy £1.25 

Battle Class Destroyers £1.25 

Tribal Class Destroyers £1.25 

Royal Navy Warships 1939-1945 £1.50 

Royal Navy Coastal Forces 1939-1945 £1.25 

British Battle Cruisers £2.00 

German Navy Warships 1939-1945 £1.25 

Plastic Scale Model Aircraft £1.00 

Scale Model Soldiers £1.50 

Scale Model Fighting Vehicles £1.50 

The Years of Napoleon £1.50 

15th King's Hussars £1.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BANDAI Usual Our 

1 16 Porsche price price 

Carpera 6 £4.25 £2.50 

1 16 Ferrari 365P £4.25 £2.50 

1 16 Dino 

Berlinetta £4.25 £2.50 

1 20 Corvette 

Stingray £2.55 £2.00 

1 20 Corona 

Mk II £3.75 £2.25 

REVELL 
1 25 Willys Drag 
Pickup £1.80 £1.00 

1 25 Bed Bug 

Panel Pad £1.80 £1.00 

TAMIYA 

1 35 88 mm Gun Flak 36 37 
with crew and motorbike £3.90 
1 25 Panther V-“4 Figure 
Motorised £6.99 

BANDAI 

1/24 Panther with interior 
detail £10.50 

1 24 M.60 £7.45 

1 24 Zero £3.75 


‘Rem' 

.44 



Fantastic, 

New, 'Mini-Guns 
all metal, working parts. 
Hi-Powa* Caps (*15p) . .. 


Luger P.08 

3i* 

£1.10 

Colt .45 Auto 

3i* 

£1.15 

S.W. Snub 

2i* 

£1.05 

Bolo Mauser 

sr 

£1.45 

Walther P.38 

3r 

£1.30 

Sig P.210/5 

4' 

£1.30 

Remington 44 

sr 

£1.30 

Peacemaker 

4' 

£1.30 


Franchi LF57 
s.m.g. 101* £4.25 

Moschetto 91 '38 (wood 
stock) carbine 

14i' £4.50 

Winchester 94 ( wood 
stock) carbine 

15i' £4.50 

. . . seeing is 

believing . . . 


Sx*±dg;e mail-order ★ postage & packi-g 

Wf \ ^ ^ T i Up to £5.00 add 10%, mini- 

enquiries. mum lOp. Over £5 post free 
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WARGAMES 
RESEARCH GROUP 

Let a satisfied customer speak for us — 

'May I say how much we are enjoying playing with your 
WWII Rules. This period had really been abandoned until we 
tried your rules and now it is difficult to find an opponent for 
any other game'. 

This from one fortunate wargamer who has our Rules for 
Armoured/Infantry warfare, 1925 to 1950. The rules have 
provision for practically any type of action in any type of 
terrain or weather, with emphasis on proper Command and 
Communications, and bringing in such factors as Off table 
and Counter battery fire. Air attack. Smoke, Air Drops, and a 
host of other features. Cost is 85p including postage in UK, 
U S A $2.60. surface mail paid. 

We also have Rules for 'Ancient' (1,000 BC to 1,000 AD) 
as well as 1750 to 1850, and 1925 to 1975 Infantry action. 
Send a SAE for our full list of these and our reference books 
on Ancient armies, or better still, ask for our list when you 
order the Armour/lnf rules. 

PS — these rules are also especially useful for the new 
1 ;300 scale models, so there is no need to get special '1 :300' 
scale rules. 

From — Wargames Research Group 

75 Ardingly Drive, Goring-by-Sea 
Sussex 


CAMPAIGN COLOURS 

A Range of oil-bound Poster Paints especially produced for all 
Model Painting purposes 


I had a wild dream the other night. Suppose we could persuade 
the powers-that-be to use Campaign Colours for all those lines 
on the road I Alas it was only a dream, but the thought of selling 
all those extra millions of gallons a year was really tempting. 
After all, Campaign Colours are oil-bound and light fast and the 
colours are very beautiful. French red would look so much better 
than that ghastly yellow they use, and our new Buckskin Buff 
could add a subtle note to road decorations. 

A fantasy, but reality is that Campaign Colours are very, very 
good paints, superb value for money and are being used by an 
ever-increasing number of real modellers. If you are serious 
about your modelling you are most probably already using them, 
and know just how good they are. As used by professional 
model painters in the U.K., Europe and North America. Exactly 
as supplied to Museums and Educational Services. 

COLOURS AVAILABLE: White, British Scarlet, Orange, 
Yellow, Yellow Ochre, Chasseur Green, French Blue, Sky 
Blue, Brown, BlacK, Royal Blue, Prussian Dragoon Blue, 
Rifle Green, Military Grey, French Artillery Green, Crimson, 
Flesh, Gold (Powder), Silver (Powder), Varnish Media 
(For powder colours), French Red, Chestnut Brown, Buck- 
skin Buff, Khaki. Colours 9p each, except Gold Powder 
18p. Varnish Media 7p. Postage and packing U.K. BOX OF 
TEN 16p., U.S.A. and Canada 85p., Europe 85p. Air Mail 
rates on request. Extra colours pro-rata. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED 

CAMPAIGN COLOURS 

25 and 31 PRINCES AVENUE, HULL HU5 3RX, ENGLAND 
Telephone 0482-407447 




HINCHLIFFE MODELS 

MELTHAM, HUDDERSFIELD, HD7 3NX, ENGLAND 


2S mm RANGE: 

BRITISH NAPOLEONIC (BN) 

BN12 Light Infantry — kneeling firing 
BN19 Rifleman — kneeling firing 
BN31 Highland Ensign — with colours 

PRUSSIAN NAPOLEONIC (PN) 

PN3 N.C.O with colours 

ANCIENT RANGE: 

ANCIENT ROMAN (AR) 

AR12 Barbarian Synnachiarius 
AR16 Byzantine heavy infantry 


ANCIENT GREEK CAVALRY (AGC) 

AGC1 Companion cavalryman 
AGC2 Dahae horse archer 
PALMYRIAN CAVALRY (PAC) 

PAC1 Cataphract 

PAC2 Regular light cavalry 

ANCIENT BRITONS (AB) 

AB1 Slinger 
AB3 Javelinman 
ANCIENT HORSES (AH) 

AH6 Hun pony — head up 
AH7 Medium cavalry horse 


★ 54 mm BRITISH NAPOLEONIC GUN 
TEAM AND RIDERS ★ 

6 OR 4 HORSE TEAM 

An infinite variety of positions can be obtained — Inter-changeable horse and rider positions, horse 
heads and tails inter-changeable, riders heads are precise fit plug-in type. Separate stirrups, reins, 
saddles, etc. 

H/G Near wheel horse H/J Off centre horse 

H/H Off wheel horse H/K Near lead horse 

H/l Near centre horse H/L Off lead horse 

R1 British Napoleonic Driver, Royal Corps of Drivers — Both hands 
on reins 

R2 British Napoleonic Driver, Royal Corps of Drivers — Right arm 
extended with whip 

R3 British Napoleonic Driver, Royal Corps of Drivers — Half turned 
in saddle 



HORSES £1.20 EACH RIDERS 90p EACH 

ALSO AVAILABLE— W.W.1 HARNESSED 
TEAM— £1.20 PER HORSE 


Catalogue available 30p from your retailer, 33p 
direct. Trade enquiries welcomed. 
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DECALS NEW THIS MONTH 

YEOMAN/ESCI 

No. 87. F.I05 THUNDERCHIEF (5 variouf ieu) 

No. 88. F.l 1 1 F4 PHANTOM (6 variouf seu) 

No. 89. F.SA FREEDOM FIGHTER (6 variouf feu) 

All sets from No. I to 89 in stock. Fantastic value at AAp 
each. Send 30p for DECAL CATALOGUE (includes Full 
Colour Esci Catalogue). 

AEROOECALS 

lOA. THE MACAWS (4 aircraft) 

I3A. DAYGLO. High visibility Markings 
I^A. THUNDERSTREAK (3 various aircraft) 

ISA. CANADIAN National Insignia 
Plus all other Aerodecals 30p oach 


MATZ GUNS 

I :l Scale 

WORKING PLASTIC GUNS 
Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum 6" 

Smith & Wesson .357 Magnum 3i^* Snubby 

Luger PO 8 

Luger 

Walther P.38. Standard 

Walther P.38 Special Agent 

All £2.00 each. Look like the real thing 


BADGER AIR GUNS 

MODEL 100/4 

"A PAINT SHOP IN YOUR HAND" 
Adjuftable nozzle from fine linef to large "Fan" 
Ideal for 1/71 to 1/24 tcale modelf. 

In prcfentation cate with air hote and air cap 
included. Full inttructiont £15.00 

MODEL 250 

"AIR SPRAY". Complete with air cap (to fit 
"Propel" can). Air hote plut tpare mixing jar. 
Complete in plattic cate with full inttructiont. 


BADGER PROPELLANT 48p per can 
(Pleate add I Op per can carriage) 

TYRE ADAPTORS for ute with inflated tyret 85p 
SPARE MIXING JARS 2lp each 

I ATTENTION ALL BADGER OWNERS I 
' PLUGIN+SPRAY I 

I 250V A.C. PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR i 
, WILL OPERATE MODEL 200-250 AIR GUNS ' 
AND SPRAYS. I 

NO MODIFICATIONS I 

IN STOCK NOW £31.70 Carr, (part) 50p | 


jsPECIAL CLEARAN^ 

INITTO. SdKfz 251/1 GERMAN HALfI 
[TRACK WITH ROCKET LAUNCHER.! 

■ special PRICE £1.65 ■ 

■ this offer is LIMITED (Slight damaged I 
janMnna in kit). WORTH MUCH MOR^ 


MAYBUX (CZECH IMPORTED KITS) 

1/72 fcale 

Mig. 19 60p, Avia B.33 50p, Avia B534 50p 
Other kitf available thortly LETOV S-323 


U.S. SCALE MODELLER 

VOL. 8. No. 2. FEB. 1973 
ic Features Latest reviews of Hasegawa 
4 NEW ZEROS KITS 

★ B.24 Lead Liberator (The ship with the 
SPOTS. Full colour spread 1 1" x 8") 

★ Bent Wing Racer. Revells 1/32 Corsair 
modified as National Air Racer 

Small number of January Issues in stock 
87}p EACH plus 8p post 


HELLER ~ 

NEW KITS 

Potez 540 1/72 £1.05,' M.E. 109 1/72 30p. Supermarine 
Spitfire I /72 30p. Curtit P.40 I /72 30p. Morane 230 I /72 30p 
Morant225 l/72 30p. J.U. 87 99p 


^lew! 


No. 181 Junkert 86 (complete kit 1933 
Luftwaffe clandettine bomber) 

£2.5« 

No. 185 Boeing C.97 (uted in conjunction 
with Airfix Superfortrett) £2.73 
No. 149 H.E. He IIIZ (uted with 2 Frog 
He. 1 1 1 Kitf. 5 engined Glider Tug) 

50p 

No. 153 Piateki H.2I (Futelage partt etc.) 

75p 

No. 173 NAT. 28 Trojan 75p 

No. 142 Arado 232 (Huge 4 engined Luft- 
waffe trantport complete kit) £3.15 

BACK IN STOCK A.F.V. 1/76 Mouldingf 
No. SOI Sturmpanzer VI with 38 cm 
Mortar (used with Airfix Tiger kit) 

20p 

No. 502 Jagd IV Sd Kfz 162 (uted with 
Airfix Panzer IV kit) 20p 

No. 503 Nafhorn/Hummel (uted with Airfix 
Panzer IV) lOp 

ALL AIRMODEL TSK Canopief alfo in stock 
SEND A STAMPED ENVELOPE FOR LIST 


NEW 

GRUMMAN 

f * W W WILDCAT^^ 

NEW 1/32 SCALE KITS 

M.E. 109 £1.66 

M.E. 262 £1.66 

Focke Wulf £1.66 

Mitsubishi Zero £1.66 

NEW 

Heinkel 162 1/72 2Id 

FULL RANGE OF FROG KITS IN STOCIC 

Send Spfor new 1973 FROG Catalogue plus 5p 

post 


PROFILES 

ALL IN STOCK 


Aircraft. A.F.V., Locos, Small Armt, Cars, Warships. 
NEW FLYPAST Series. 6 parts each containing 10 Aircraft 
Profiles 95p each or £5.00 complete. 

ACTION PROFILES. No. I. Supermarine Spitfire. No. 2. 
M.E. 109. No. 3. Thunderbolt. No. 4. Zero. 16 pages with 
sheet of over 20 transfers 25p each 

SEND A LARGE STAMPED ENVELOPE for ALL PROFILE 
INFORMATION. 

(TRADERS in the East Midlands send for confidential 
Trade Terms) 


POST AND PACKING U.K. 

Add 10% to all orders up to £5 (min. lOp). 
Over £5 Post Free. 

Oversaas: Pro-forma invoice sent upon receipt 
of your requirements. All goods offered subject to 
availability. OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS DEDUCT 
10% AFTER 1st APRIL 


CATALOGUES 

Airfix I5p. Frog 5p. Revell I2p. Hasegawa lOp. Heller ISp 
Add I Op Postage 


LISTS 


RAREPLANES 1/72 


TAMIYA 88 mm FLAK GUN KIT 

(INCLUDES FIGURES 
^ O Q A PLUS MOTOR CYCLE) 

W O ■ ^ U 1/32 SCALE 


STINSON 

SENTINEL 1/72 75p 

SEVERSKY P 35 1/72 75p 

HE 111 1/72 75p 

P43 LANCER 1/72 75p 

BREDA 65 1/72 75p 


SPECIAL KITS FOR 
THE SPECIALIST 


PLUS ALL TAMIYA KITS 


PLASTICARD (1st Grade) 

•010 Clear 9p .020 Clear I2p 

•010 White 6p .020 White 8p 

■030 White I2p .040 White I7p 
.060 White 27p .005 White 7p 

Mixed Micro Strip 25p 

Mixed Micro Rod 2Sp 

Girder Sections 30p 

'H' . . T L Polystyrene 30p pack 
Maskol Liquid Mask 8p 

Humbrol Tool Chests 
Metal Skin. Matt and Gloss 

15p pack 

Humbrol Paints. ALL Types 
Pelikan Plaka Paints 
(for metal soldiers) 

Send S.A.E. for free broadsheet 


ERNEST BERWICK 


THE MODEL SPECIALISTS 

11A NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS., ENGLAND. Telephone KETTERING 5998 
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JONES BROS. 

OF CHISWICK 

NEW AIRFIX KITS DUE SHORTLY 

1-72 “PUMA" HELICOPTER 
1-72 R.A.F. RECOVERY SET 
1-72 BRITISH COMBAT GROUP 

NEW A.F.V. KITS 

1-35 TAMIYA "88" GUN £3.90 
1-35 TAMIYA 8 TON HALFTRACK £3.50 

AIRCRAFT KITS 

Airfix MOSQUITO 35p 

Airfix DORNIER D017 54p 

BOAT KITS 

Airfix AMAZON 19p 

FIGURES KITS 

Airfix 54mm HIGHLANDER 19p 

Airfix 54mm 2nd DRAGOON 19p 

Airfix R.A.F. PERSONNEL 19p 

A.F.V. KITS 

Tamiya WILLYS JEEP £1.30 

Tamiya STUG III £1-99 

Tamiya B.M.W. R.75 75p 

Tamiya K.V.I. £?.50 

Airfix HUMBER STAFF CAR 68p 

Fujimi 1-76 TANKS— 5 Types 50p 

POSTAGE RATES: ADD 10% TO ALL ORDERS UP TO £5 
(MINIMUM lOp) OVER £5 POST FREE (U.K. ONLY) 

56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, W4 

Tel. 01-994 0858 EsI. 1911 

Closed all-day Thursday Member I.P.M.S. 


LATEST JACKBOOT 
Release 

Allgemeine S.S. Musician 
piaying Nordic Horn 

Dressed in S.S. Service Uniform and Peaked 
Service Cap, Playing the large Viking or Nordic 
Horn. As used at Nordic Festivals and Rallies. 

Sculpted and detailed to the same high standard 
as ‘The Beer Drinker". In 54 mm scale by Cliff 
Saunderson. 

75p each plus 5p Post and Packing. Overseas lOp 

S.A.E. for FREE Listings of 
Jackboot Figures and Spares 
S.E.G.O.M. Figures 
Tri-Ang Ships, etc. 

MODEL FIGURES & HOBBIES 

8 College Square North, Belfast BT1 6AS 

Phone 43699 (Trade terms available) 


THERE'S NOT MUCH CHANCE FOR 
16-18 YEAR OLPS LIKE ME TO 
. GET INTO A SECURE JOB > 


THATS NOT 
TRUE OF POLICE 
CARETS... 




THEY KNOIN THAT THEY'RE TRAINING FOR ONE OF THE 
STEADIEST JOBS GOING... WITH GOOD, RISING PAY, EVERY 
CHANCE OF PROMOTION, AND A GOOD PENSION AT THE 
END OF rr... 




AND THEY'RE DOING A 
RESPONSIBLE JOB OF 
L WORK FOR THE COMMUNITY 
P FROM THE WORD GO, 


fjoining as a cadet gives the best possible start to a police career 
i Send for free booklet on training, further education, sport, 

I pay, and prospects. Many forces take girls as cadets. 

To: Police Careers Officer 
Home Office, Dept Cadet i oo, 
London, SW1A2AP 
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Get more Buccaneer SMK 2 A 
for your money with this 
great 1/72 FROG kit! 


★ ★★★★★4I84IS 


©OGO© 


WITH rwOSES OP SQUAOQON 
MAQ/CNGS AND TvMO 
aXJOUQ PAlNTiNG GUlOaSK 

Bu/LomaR rna qafo 2\ 
rnaSAAf^ veq^ion^, 
moia\/aR suers youR^ 

coujECTtONBESrrfwrPsric 
omiL tNCmDas:55PAms,j 
OPJiONAL MISSILP LOAD, 
XCQaW MmSPRSAND ^ 
OaTAHaO CONTROL PANBL . 


March 1 973 
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Editorial offices 
PSL Publications Limited, 

9 Ely Place, London EC1 N 6SQ 
Tel 01 -405 2297 


Editorial Director Darryl Reach 
Editor Bruce Quarrie 
Art Editor Ian Heath 


Cover Picture 


Contents 


This striking photograph of a Chieftain 
main battle tank on manoeuvres last 
year was supplied by the Ministry of 
Defence (Army) Press Office. 
Unfortunately they were unable to 
supply any information about this 
particular vehicle but it appears that 
it has just been hit by a coloured 
smoke shell, presumably used to 
identify 'hits' in these large scale 
war games. However, we stand to be 
corrected on this point and if any 
reader has any more positive 
information we should be delighted 
to hear from him. 

Colour transparencies of readers' 
models keep pouring in but 
unfortunately we are having to 
return many of these due to 
inadequate lighting, poor composition 
or simple out of focus photography. 

If you are thinking of sending in any 
transparencies — 35 mm or 2a inch 
size — please bear these points in 
mind and try to visualise what the 
model will look like on the cover 
when arranging your composition. 

But please, don't stop sending 
them in. 


Next publication date 
March 23 1973 



MEMBER OF THE AUDIT 
BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS 


In the air the Saab Viggen described by Terry Gander and 
Neil Crosby 

SU76 Russian self-propelled gun in 1 ;76 scale from Chris Spain 

Twin-seat Harrier 1 :72 scale conversion by Alan W. Hall 

Squadron codes and colours part one of this new series from 
Michael J. F. Bowyer 

Ancient warships the Greek pentere Agamemnon by Ron Wood 

7M85 unusual German dual-purpose gun modelled by Terry Gander 

Fighting colours Sopwith Camel and Snipe by Bruce Robertson 

Charge of the Light Brigade Captain Nolan in 54 mm scale 
by Sid Horton 

Mosquitos galore first of two Mosquito conversion articles 
from Bryan Philpott 

Buildings for wargames three more Country Inn conversions 
by Terence Wise 

Penfriends wanted in the UK and abroad 

Colours review part two of this detailed article by 
Michael J. F. Bowyer 

First principles the question of scale discussed by Bruce Quarrie 

IPMS National Championship report and list of winners by Bruce 
Quarrie 

Model soldiers British First World War machine gun team 
by Roy Dilley 

British International Toy Fair report from Brighton by Bruce Quarrie 

New kits and models from Revell, Tamiya and others 

Book reviews new publications of interest to modellers 

Letters to the Editor your chance to win a free Airfix kit 


Advertisement Representatives 
Jackson- Rudd and Associates Limited, 
84-86 Grays Inn Road, Martin House, 
London WC1 . Tel 01-405 361 1 
Advertisement Manager 
John Penhaligon 

© All artjcle.<s and Illustrations published in 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE are strictly copyright, and 
may not be reproduced without written permission 
from the Publishers. The Editor welcomes the 
submission of editorial material, which should be 
accompanied by return postage Though every 
care is taken, the publishers cannot accept 
responsibility for safe keeping of editorial 
contributions. 


Circulation Department 
Surridge Dawson and Company 
(Productions) Ltd, Publishing 
Department, 136/142 New Kent Road, 
London SE1. 

Tel 01 -703 5480 

Airfix Magazine is published for the proprietors, 
Airfix Products Limited, by PSL Publications 
Limited, on the fourth Friday of each month. 
Annual subscription rate C2.52 (USA S6.75) from 
Surridge Dawson & Company (Productions) 
Limited. Second Class postage paid at New York 
Post Office, NY. 
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The Viggen in action. Above sho wing the different panel' textures' on the aircraft's undersurfaces. 


EVERYONE WHO SAW the Saab Viggen 
perform in the skies over Farnborough 
last year could not help being impressed 
by this supersonic strike fighter from 
Sweden. 

The aircraft, however, is only part cf 
a very sophisticated weapons system 
developed for the defence of Sweden's 
traditional neutrality in the '70s and '80s. 
Other components of this ‘system 37' in- 
clude power plant, airborne electronics, 
armament, ammunition, photographic 
equipment and ground servicing facilities. 
Except for the Multi-Role Combat Air- 
craft (MRCA), it is probably the most 
advanced weapons system currently being 
built in Western Europe. A creditable 
achievement for a country whose total 
population is no bigger than that cf 
London. 

The Swedish Air Board started pre- 
liminary studies on an aircraft to replace 
both the Saab 32 Lancen and 35 Draken 
as long ago as 1959. Detail design began 
in October 1962 with a full-scale mock-up 
being constructed some three years later. 
The first of seven prototypes took to the 
air in February 1967. 

In many ways a revolutionary aircraft, 
it is a basic platform, which can be 
adapted for all-weather attack, fighter 
and reconnaissance roles. 

The Viggen owes its versatility not 
only to its high performance and good 
flying qualities but also to its advanced 
electronic equipment. Whilst the con- 
struction methods remain conventional, 
an unusual Canard wing configuration 
gives the aircraft STOL characteristics to 
meet the requirement of being able to 
operate from emergency road airstrips 


Below another Viggen, equipped with Saab RB05 air-tosurface guided missiles and rocket pods. Note black panel on fuselage top. 
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A sophisticated Swedish bird — the Viggen 


only 500 metres long. 

Power is provided by a Swedish after- 
burner development of the civil Pratt and 
Witney JT8D-22 turbo-fan, better known 
for its use in the Boeing 727. To enhance 
its landing abilities a thrust reverser is 
fitted, a unique feature for this class of 
aircraft. The work load on the pilot of 
this single-seat plane is reduced by use 
of computer which monitors and controls 
many of the functions usually carried out 
by an additional crew member. 

Deliveries of the Viggen to the Swedish 
Air Force began in June 1971 and the 
first operational wing (F 7 attack wing 
based at Satenas) started converting to 


the type in the late summer of 1972. So 
far, SAF has placed orders for 150 single- 
seat Aj-37 and 25 two-seat SK-37 
Viggens. AJ-37 is primarily an attack 
aircraft with secondary intercept capa- 
bility. Future versions include S-37 
reconnaissance aircraft and JA-37 inter- 
ceptor wth variable intakes and a maxi- 
mum speed in excess of Mach 2.0. 

Because of its performance, the Viggen 
has attracted the attentions of a large 
number of potential buyers from over- 
seas. Active discussions are known to 
take place with many of them, among 
the most noteworthy are Australia and 
the Netherlands. □ 



Terry Gander and Neil Crosby 



.Above another fine in-flight shot of 
Viggens. Note positioning of the roundels. 
Below close-up shot of two Viggens 
equipped with Saab RB05 air-to-surface 
guided missiles and rocket pods. Note the 
different textures on the natural metal 
panels again, which can be represented on 
the Airfix model by laying Metalskin or 
similar in a cross-grained 'patchwork' or 
even by applying silver paint with the 
brushstrokes running in different directions. 
Bottom on patrol (Saab-Scania photos). 




Chris Spain 



Soviet SU76 self-propelled gun 

DURING 1941, Bo™ the Germans and the 
Russians began to realise that they 
needed a self-propelled anti-tank gun to 
provide a mobile ‘punch’ for their 
armoured forces. The German answer, in 
the form of the Marder 1, II and III, was 
to use foreign and obsolete light tank 
chassis such as the PzKpfw II and the 
Czech 38(t). 

The Soviet solution was basically the 
same, but in their case the vehicle chosen 
was the light tank T70. This was the most 
recent development in a long line of light 
tanks. The Soviets were discovering at 
this time, along with most of the major 
nations, that the days of the light tank 
were rapidly drawing to a close. 

The T70, with the turret removed and 
an additional wheel added to the length- 
ened chassis, was a comparatively easy 
conversion. A rear fighting compartment 
with an open top was constructed of 
slightly sloping armour plate. This was 
in many ways a better vehicle than its 
German counterparts as it had the ad- 
vantage of a low silhouette, an easily 
accessible engine compartment and an 
excellent gun. 

The gun from which the vehicle got its 
code number was the 7.62 cm field /anti- 
tank. This gun, probably the most 
advanced dual-purpose gun in the world 
during 1941, was available to the Russian 


military 

modelling 

forces in large numbers. It was capable 
of engaging and destroying, at long 
range, all the German armoured vehicles 
then in use. 

The main failing of the vehicle was its 
thin armour and comparatively low 
speed. By 1943 it could neither run away 
from or get close enough to the well- 
armed and armoured German tanks that 
were beginning to appear. The SU76 was 
then relegated to the infantry support 
role in which a few can still be seen in 
the armies of Eastern Europe and China. 

The SU76 is an interesting introduction 
to AFV modelling mainly because it has 
none of the complicated curved surfaces 
frequently associated with tank hulls. 

The plans are based on the vehicle at 
the Royal Armoured Corps Museum, 
Bovington Camp, Dorset. 

Trackwork 

1 used the wheels from the Airfix 
Stug III, the inside ones being best as 
they have a plain centre and outside 
rubber tyre. The front sprocket is a Stug 
Ill’s with teeth filed into it, these only 
need to be cut in one side as the Panther 
track which I used docs not have the 
centre guide hole which it ought to have 
to be strictly accurate. The return rollers 
are from sprue of the right diameter. 



Left 1:76 
scale 
drawings 
of SU16 
self- 
propelled 
gun drawn 
by Chris 
Spain. 
Above and 
right 
photos of 
author's 




model in 
'natural' 
state and 
diorama 
setting. 

Note 
Arm tec 
chain 
on nose 
of 
vehicle. 



Body 

This is a comparatively easy hull to 
build if the plans are followed carefully. 
The only real difficulty is the engine grille 
on the side of the vehicle. I made mine by 
fixing Microstrip to a back plate. The 
spacing need not be too precise as the 
SU76 was a rather crudely made vehicle 
in real life anyway! 

The stowage boxes are made either 
from laminated card or built up from 20 
thou card. Although not of the same 
pattern, the stowage boxes from the T-34 
could be used. The rear door can be 
modelled open or closed, as can the 
vision ports in the sides and rear. 

The 7.62 cm gun 

The gun is quite simple as it is merely 
an adaption of the Airfix Pak 40 7.5 cm 
gun from the Armoured Car kit. 

The muzzle brake needs to be smoothed 
down to give a more rounded appearance. 
The recoil cylinder cover was made by 
wrapping Sellotape around the barrel and 
a piece of plastic rod above it. The breech 
mechanism can be left as in the Pak 40 — 
although this is not quite right, in this 
scale the small difference is not notice- 
able. I fixed my gun solid but it could 
be made to elevate and traverse if a 
simple cradle was made. 

Painting 

I painted my vehicle in the typical 
Soviet dark green. This colour varies con- 
siderably from period to period and even 
vehicle to vehicle, so almost any green is 
acceptable. 

As an alternative, the model could first 
be painted green then overpainted with 
white. This can be done very, very 
irregularly, in fact the running gear and 
the lower hull can be left green. The 
tyres and inside the engine grille is black 
and the exhaust pipe Humbrol ‘track 
colour’. 

The vehicle at Bovington on which the 
plans are based has the interior painted 
white, but whether or not this was done 
later, I do not know. However, white 
was a common colour for AFV interiors. 

□ 
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Twin-seat Harrier 


Modifying existing 1 :72 scale Harrier kits 
with AIR Conversions parts by Alan W. Hall 



The basic Harrier fuselage is assembled, left to dry and then has the nose and tail removed with 
a fine toothed saw. By using a knife and file a large slot is cut in the top of the fuselage aft of 
the foremost cut line in order that the new kit parts can fit in place. 



Above both new parts of the fuselage have been added and body putty has been applied and 
rubbed down on the rear .section. The air intake bulges of the (Frog) kit, which are slightly 

out of scale, are added to the forward fuse- 
*1111 section so that no additional filling or 

|E , H sanding is necessary. Left a hole is drilled 



THE TWO-SEAT version of the RAF’s VTOL 
strike aircraft has presented many prob- 
lems to the keen conversion modeller. The 
new shape of both the nose and tail 
sections are complicated and therefore 
the arrival of an injection set of conversion 
parts is very welcome. 

AIR Conversions is a fairly new com- 
pany on the market and they have already 
produced a two-seat version of the Hunter 
in polystyrene to go with the Airfix kit. 

There are a mere four parts included in 
the Harrier conversion kit, two front 
fuselage halves, a solid rear fuselage and a 
canopy. These are intended to fit the Frog 
model of the aircraft but they can be 
adapted to suit the Airfix version (the most 
accurate of the two) as well. 

My photographs of the model being 
built show the various stages involved. 
Polystyrene cement rather than impact 
adhesive can be used throughout and the 
fit of the parts is excellent. 

Only one small difficulty is apparent 
when fitting the parts onto the basic kit 
and that is that the rear fuselage has a 
slight longitudinal warp which makes the 
lining up of the nose, centre fuselage and 
tail rather difficult. The rear section is, 
in the two kits I have studied, slightly bent 
and although the fault is not recognisable 
when the model is complete it can be seen 
if viewed from head-on and like all 
discerning modellers I am always aware of 
the problem although other viewers may 
not see it unless the fault is pointed out to 
them. 

The basic parts of the kit are accurate 
though I found that an important om- 
ission has been made in the rear of the 
canopy area. Here two air intakes situated 
on both sides of the fuselage just aft of the 
canopy have been missed off and as these 
are fairly large they cannot be ignored. 
The matter is soon put to rights by cutting 
up some small pieces of scrap plastic and 
filing them to shape before placing in 
position. 

Markings for the model came mainly 
from the Modeldecal sheet No 1 1 which 
depicts a GR 1 Harrier. I chose the No 
20 Sqn insignia and was able to adapt 
the existing Frog kit decals to provide the 
serial plus a few small items from the 
Tamiya Harrier decals. 

The AIR Conversions Harrier T 2 
costs 60p and is well worth the money. 
Apart from its minor faults that can either 
be left or are easily overcome it has no 
problems and is an excellent choice for a 
beginner to the art of converting models 
as the work involved for the considerable 
change in appearance is simple. I can 
certainly recommend this kit as being a 
considerable step forw'ard for the hobby. □ 


The completed model of the AIR conversion 
to the Frog Harrier. The Airfix kit can be 
used for this conversion but the work is 
slightly more difficult. The aircraft is 
completed as a Harrier T Mk 2 of No 20 Sqn. 
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It’s detail that makes a scale model impressive. 
Airfix have an accurate eye for every detail - in 
every scale. 

There are over 350 kits you can enjoy building — the 
biggest range in the world. 

You’ll feel proud of the results from any one of 
them. 

Choose from good model shops everywhere and 
F. W. Woolworth. 


2nd Dragoon (Royal Scots Greys) 1815 

^ This impressively detailed 54 mm Airfix kit 
shows trooper and horse in action. (The 
^ ‘Charge of the Scots Greys’ was one of the 
most gallant actions of the Battle of Waterloo]. 
The Airfix trooper and his horse are fully 
equipped even down to water bottle, reins and 
bridle. 


Dornier Do 17 

The famous ‘Flying Pencil’ of World 
War 11 is now a superbly detailed 
Series 4 Airfix kit complete with guns, 
radar and markings. The Do 17 first 
saw service during the Spanish Civil 
War and was later used as a 
reconnaissance aircraft in World War 
II. The accurate Airfix kit allows you 
to model either the Do 17E or the Do 
17F versions of the aircraft. 72nd Scale. 


HMS Amazon 

First of a new class of ship for the 
Royal Navy of the 1970’s, HMS 
Amazon incorporates many advanced 
anti-submarine warfare techniques 
and equipment. The fascinating Airfix 
kit reproduces all the main details - 
■ the revolutionary Vickers Mk 8 
gun, Westland Lynx helicopter 
and markings. 600th Scale, 


Monty’s Humber 

First of a new series of V.I.P. TRANSPORT 
kits from Airfix, Monty’s car comes in 133 
finely detailed parts, complete with 
appropriate decals. The car was used by the 
famous Field Marshal in the later stages of 
■a the Second World War. 32nd Scale. 


The world’s biggest range of construction kits |AIKrlJ 

Don’t miss these Airfix publications \ 

Airfix catalogue - 64 full-colour pages 15p. 

Airfix magazine - a ‘must’ for modellers. 15p monthly. 

Airfix books - ‘HMS Victory’, ‘Mayflower’ and ‘Spitfire’ - all available now! 
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squadron codes 


and colours 

1939-1956 



Part one of this major new series from Michael J. F. Bowyer 


HAVE YOU BEEN to Duxford lately? Guess 
what? The Spits of 19 Squadron have lost 
their tail squadron number and — 1 know 
you won't believe me — are wearing large 
grey letters. Each kite has two letters the 
same (WZ) and it also carries a single letter 
which probably identifies the individual 
aircraft. Anyway 1 thought you'd be 
interested.’ Thus spoke my excited friend 
on March 14, 1939. Next day 1 took a look 
myself. 19 Squadron indeed was ‘coded’ 
WZ. 

A quick tour of the East Anglian aero- 
dromes revealed more such markings, 
although even then there were a number of 
aircraft still in the pre-Munich markings. 
Then, as now, changes in markings took 
place over quite a long period. Some aircraft 
had no squadron identity, some machines 
still exhibited squadron crests on their tails, 
the majority now had what we now know 
as Type 'B' roundels. But there was 
nothing like a standard scheme in evidence, 
and the passage of aircraft from more 
distant bases only went to confirm this. 
Throughout that winter of 1938/39 the 
application of unit identity letters spread 
erratically onto most of the aircraft of 
front-line squadrons, and for anyone with 
an interest in aircraft markings collecting 
the letter combinations was an irresistible 
pursuit, even if it was rather naughty! 

When the RAF mobilised in August 
1939, a secret order was passed that, when 
the squadrons came to the highest state of 
readiness, the pre-war squadron letters 
should be changed to entirely new combi- 
nations. It was the intention that the letters 


Shackleton 1 IVGSll of 42 Squadron 
photographed in 1953 ( Ministry of Defence). 


would be applied as war broke out, and 
quickly. But some squadrons ‘jumped the 
gun’ and applied the revised codes some 
days before the war commenced. The idea 
had been that squadrons moving to war 
stations would do so with some air of unit 
secrecy, and that the enemy would find 
difficulty in identifying the squadrons. 
Possibly some element of security was 
achieved, but since most units did not 
move, and in any case they did not swop 
aircraft, it was still possible to identify 
some of the units. 

The main purpose of the letters was to 
enable crews to identify other aircraft in 
their squadron, and for this reason the 
letters were applied as large as practicable. 
Ideally they would have read the same on 
both sides of the aircraft, but this was far 
from always being the case. Thus one was 
seeing in September Spitfires like QV-A 
whose letters read the same on both sides 
of the fuselage, and Wellington LN-P 
which read P-LN on the port side of the 
machine. But it seems to have been an 
absolute rule rarely if ever broken, that the 
squadron letters were never split. In precise 
style and size the letters varied considerably, 
there was certainly no norm. The colour 
of the letters, as ever, varied from station to 
station, and soon from squadron to 
squadron. Before the war some of the 
fighters were wearing codes which looked 
to be a shade of blue, but the wartime 
letters were now grey. 

The first major change of unit lettering 
seems to have come when some of the 
Blenheim fighter squadrons, formed in the 
autumn of 1939, re-equipped with single- 
engined fighters. Not all of the squadrons 
seem to have changed letters, but some 
certainly did. 

Another period of change occurred 


among the Coastal Command flying-boat 
squadrons over quite a lengthy period of 
1942. Some units then gave up unit letters, 
and not long after some acquired an 
identity number. 

Letters were allocated by war theatres 
so that there could be some duplication of 
codes in use at the same time. Squadrons 
proceeding overseas usually retained their 
letters unless these were already in use 
overseas. There was, however, a little 
duplication of unit letters at home. This is 
evidenced by 234 and 627 Squadrons both 
of which used ‘AZ’, but in this case they 
belonged to different Commands. 

In the early war years the letters ‘I’ and 
‘C were left unused, but as the number of 
units greatly increased these letters came 
into general use. During late 1942 another 
extension led to the introduction of mixed 
letter-number identities, but lA, IB, 1C 
etc were not allocated, possibly because 
these combinations had for long been used 
by the large unit known as No 1 AACU. 

Late in 1942 B-17s of the US 8th Air 
Force appeared wearing squadron identity 
letters. These formed part of the RAF 
system, and soon the Americans had taken 
over many of the possible combinations. 
For this reason, and for the sake of com- 
pleteness, these letters are listed in the 
tabulations that follow in the new series 
we are introducing. 

It seems likely that all possible com- 
binations were allotted although no 
complete list of them seems ever to have 
been compiled. Squadron identity letters 
for some units have never come to light. 
Some units seem never to have worn their 
letters, particularly in the Middle East. 
Not all the flying boat squadrons seem to 
have displayed them. Some of the airborne 
squadrons wore them, then discarded 
them in 1943 in favour of individual letters 
sometimes duplicated as AA, BB. CC etc, 
before adopting new squadron letters in 
1944. Bomber squadrons which were ex- 
panded to three Flight strength sometimes 
introduced a second unit identity, like 514 
Squadron ‘coded’ J1 and A2. Others relied 
upon a ‘bar letter’ or some such similar 
device for the ‘C Flight aircraft. 

In the rapidly changing post-war situa- 
tion squadrons died and were sometimes 
reborn as a result of which some unlikely 
letter combinations appeared like A6 on 
257 Squadron which was one of the few 
units to change letters during the war. 
Auxiliary fighter squadrons initially adopted 
letters in the ‘RA’ series changed to normal 
style codings when the squadrons were 
placed in Fighter Command in 1949. In 

1950 fighter squadrons again started to 
wear colourful identity markings and in 

1951 bomber squadrons discarded unit 
letters in favour of large serials and somy 
colour trim, undoubtedly for securite 
reasons. 

Squadrons in Germany at this time 
adopted single letter identity and the same 
letters were carried by a number of 
squrdrons making identity very difficult 
unless the aircraft had other identity 
features. In 1953 squadrons of the Tactical 




Air Force began to exhibit squadron 
colours. 

Last to retain unit letters were the air- 
craft of Coastal Command which were, for 
some years, marked in manner similar to 
those in Germany with single letter identity. 
In 1956 they shed this in favour of a 
revealing display of their unit numbers. 

Training aircraft at all times fell into 
another category. Elementary trainers. 
Oxfords and Ansons, etc, usually wore an 
identity number between 1 and about 160 
on each aircraft, or had a letter-number 
combination. Unit identity letters as such 
were not carried, although it was possible 
to identify some units by the style, position- 
ing and colours of the markings. An 
exception concerned the squadrons formed 
as anti-aircraft co-operation units which 
did wear squadron letters. The anti- 
aircraft co-operation flights were probably 
all ‘un-coded’, but when they were raised 
to squadron status they acquired identity 
letters in the main system. Communication 
aircraft were usually ‘un-coded’, but after 
the war letters were allocated to Station 
Flights and a wide assortment of miscel- 
laneous units. Whether many of these were 
actually worn seems still open to question. 
Some certainly were used. 

Now, of course, letters are all but a 


Neptune A:B-VVX5\2 of No 217 Sqn 
(Ministry of Defence). 



Top left Hurricane 
A Y: IV-PG442, a rare 
picture of an aircraft 
of \1 OTU. Note the 
interesting extension 
of sky on the nose. 
Above Lv Sander 
P'iMl-.AG-W of an 
unknown unit station- 
ed overseas. Possibly 
an Indian unit ? ( Photo 
S. J. Lambert). Above 
left Hurricane HB 
fighter-bomber {also 
known as the HE) 
BE4i5 \AE-W of 402 
Sqn, with whom .she 
served from October 
1941 until written off 
in April 1942 (Im- 
perial War Museum). 
Left Beaufort 1 
/11F. T-IF6523 of 42 
Sqn in dark green- 
dark earth-sky finish 
with grey codes. 
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memory, although some helicopters have 
of late appeared wearing identity letters. 
Quite a large number of foreign air forces 
have made use of unit identity letters, some 
a hang-over from the time when these 
squadrons received their allocations in the 
Royal Air Force. Tail identity is now a 
widespread feature of many military 
American aircraft and who can say 
whether at some distant time the RAF 
may resort to using letters acain? 

During the war only a very small band 
of enthusiasts were bold enough to direct 
their attention to aircraft markings, but 
they all seem to have been quite intent upon 
recording squadron identity letters. Oddly 
enough quite a number of combinations 
that were accurately recorded seem to be, 
on the face of it, ‘wrong’. But the anomalies 
where aircraft markings are concerned 
were then, as now, plentiful. 1 well remem- 
ber looking at a Stirling coded ‘AT and 
on the strength of 1657 Conversion Unit. 

1 was tempted to think it would become 
‘AK’, but it never passed beyond the ‘AT 
status! 

Since those long past days several 
attempts to list all the letters used have 
been made, but none has ever been com- 
plete. We are therefore beginning a series 
in Airfix Magazine which is an attempt to 
produce a complete record. Some of the 
combinations are well known, and where 
certain confirmation of the owners exists 
‘c’ appears after the unit identity in the 
tabulation. Where uncertainty exists a 
query mark is added. Combinations used 
in the Middle East are marked ME, with 
FE for the Far East. Unless otherwise 
stated combinations were used in north- 
west Europe. 

Letters applied by Commonwealth air 
forces have been left out of the series. 

For the most part the listing is based 
upon my own records, but 1 have had 
generous support from Roger Freeman 
whose research into the USAAF in 
Britain is surely unequalled. John D. R. 
Rawlings has dug into his records and 
Peter M. Corbell has, as ever, been able 
to add many items of useful information. 

The listing in the series is now largely 
confirmed, but we are appealing to our 
wide readership to send in any known 
letter combinations — confirmed or other- 
wise — so that the series may be finally 
completed. Photographic evidence of 
lettering would, of course, be ideal. Once 
the main series is complete we shall turn 
our attention to training units and others 
and finally squadron colours and individual 
squadron markings over the years, from 
squadron formation to demise. But, first, 
let us tackle the big task of these Septem- 
ber, 1939-1956 unit letters. And, please, let 
us hear from you if you feel any of the 
listing is incorrect, and if you can add 
anything to the given material. What we 
want is readership participation, and on a 
grand scale. 
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The first of the unit letters will appear in 
the April issue — Ed. 
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MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 

Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


NEW ★ ★ ★ BADGER 


AIR-BRUSHES 


These Air-brushes are easy to 
use, adjustable from a very fine 
spray for touch-up or delicate 
painting such as 1/72 scale models 
and figures, etc., to full spray to 
cover large areas. 

Model No, 200. Standard kit com- 
plete with six-foot Vinyl Air 


Hose, container Badger Propel 
Air valve, I oz. Paint jar, Air- 
brush and instruction manual. 

£18.30 

Model No. 200 De Luxe Kit with 
extra Paint Jars & Propel. £20.45 

The above models are precision 
made with all metal components 
with Teflon bearings and seals. 
Used by professionals for painting, 
finishing, refinishing and touch- 
ing up. 

Model No. 250 Hobby kit. Plastic 
and metal parts, with five-foot 
Vinyl hose. Air valve, mixing jar, 
instruction folder and plastic 
case. £3.95 


HINCHLIFFE LATEST 

HINCHLIFFE 20 mm RANGE 7p each 
GI2 German Infantryman firing Panzer 
faust 

GI3 German Infantryman Panzer Faust 
loader 

B6 British Infantry NCO with binoculars 
B7 British Infantryman, lying firing bren 
gun 

B8 British Paratrooper advancing 
B9 British Artilleryman, skeleton equip* 
ment, kneeling holding shell 
BIO British Artilleryman NCO, skeleton 
equipment holding binoculars 
Bll British Artilleryman, skeleton equip- 
ment manning gun 

BI2 British Artillery Officer, skeleton 
equipment, with map board 
20/23 German N^V^II 150 mm Nebelwerfer 

75p 

20/24 German WWII 7.5 cm Lt Infantry 

gun 75p 

20/25 German WWII 7.5 c.m PAK40 

L/46 75p 

20/26 German WWII 8.8 cm PAK43/3I 

U7I 75p 

20/27 British WWII 17 pdr Anti-tank 

gun 75p 

25 mm PERSONALITY FIGURES 
complete with horse 2Sp 

PF9 Lord Roberts (Colonial version) 

PFIO General Robert E. Lee 

PFI I General Ulysses S. Grant 

PFI2 General Kutzov 

PF13 Duke of Brunswick 

PFI4 Marshal Berthiet, Chief of Staff 


EQUIPMENT GROUP 

EGl British Colonial Gatling gun and 

3 crew 75p 

EG2 British Colonial 2.5 screw gun and 

' 4 firing crew 75p 

EG5 British Colonial 3-man Heliograph 

group 50p 

EG6 French Napoleonic Field Forge with 
smith, assistant, horse being 
shoed, etc. £1.20 

WARPAINT 

For Military Modellers. Quick-drying 
hard wearing. Black, white, ^esh, 
bright yellow, yellow ochre, brown, 
red, dark b lue, dark green ISp loz jar 

French NAPOLEONIC CAVALRY 8ip 
FNCI5 Hussar Holding Carbine 
FNC30 Empress Dragoon Trooper 
FNC3I Empress Dragoon Officer 
FNC32 Empress Dragoon Trumpeter 
BRITISH NAPOLEONIC CAVALRY— 
HUSSARS 

BNC2I Trooper. BNC22 Officer 

BNC23 Trumpeter 8 tP each 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 7^p 

ACWI8 Garibaldi Guard 39th N.Y, Private 
ACWI9 Iron Brigade, private 
ACW20 Confederate trooper, dismounted 
firing carbine 

ACHAEMENIAN PERSIAN 7ip 

API Archer 
AP2 Immortal 
AP3 Officer 

New Catalogue In preparation ready now or 
soon, price J3p 


TAMIYA 

MOTORCYCLES 1/6 scale 
BMW R75 750 cc £9.90 

Honda 750 cc Police 

m/cycle £8.80 

Honda 750 cc Racer £8.80 

Honda CB 750 £8.80 

DAX Honda £3.80 


WELLER 

SOLDERING GUNS— in a ca 

KITS AND SOLDER- Pair c 

ING IRONS expert 

240v EXPERT GUN 100' Plastic 

MOw dual heat gun £4.95 expert 

240v kit containing EX- Plastic 

PERT Gun, spare tips. expert 

solder, tools and accessories 


in a carrying case £5.95 
Pair of soldering tips for 
expert 20p 

Plastic cutting tips for 
expert 25p 

Plastic smoothing tip for 
expert 25p 


GUARDHOUSE FIGURES 54mm 


THE ARMIES OF NAPOLEON 
NAP I The Emperor Napoleon 
NAP 2 Old Guard Officer 
NAP 3 Old Guard Grenadier 
NAP 4 Guardsman — Horse Chasseurs 
NAP 5 Hussar Trooper (Elite Co.) 
NAP 6 Light Infantry Officer 


THE ARMIES OF WELLINGTON 
WEL I The Duke of Wellington 

WEL 2 Line Infantry Officer 

WEL 3 Line Infantry Private 

WEL 4 Highland Officer 

WEL 5 Highland Private 

WEL 6 Light Infantry Officer 

WEL 7 Light Infantry Private 

WEL 8 Rifle Brigade Officer 

WEL 9 Rifle Brigade Private 

WEL 10 Scots Greys Private 


IN KIT FORM WITH FULL ASSEMBLY 
AND PAINTING GUIDE. EASY TO 
FOLLOW 

KNIGHTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES 
KN I The Black Prince 

KN 2 The Dauphin of France 

KN 3 Nobleman in armour 1400 
KN 4 Knight in armour 1400 
KN 5 Knight in armour 1415 
KN 6 Knight in Transitional armour 1330 
KN 7 Knight in Crecy armour 1346 
KN 8 Knight in Italian armour 1465 
KN 9 Knight in Gothic armour 1480 
KN 10 Crusader in surcoat 1200 
KN 11 Knight in Helm 1250 
KN 12 Knight in Crested Helm 1285 
KN 13 French Crossbowman 1340-1440 
KN 14 French Foot Soldier 1340-1440 
KN 15 English Foot Soldier 1340-1440 
ALL 50p PER KIT 


NEW BOOKS 

For modellers and 
enthusiasts 

ARMS& ARMOUR 
PRESS 

Napoleon’s Conquest of 
Prussia— 1806 by F. Loraine 
Pstre. 340 pp. £3.00 
A Register of the Regi- 
ments and Corps of the 
British Army, A record 
of every regt. and corps 
which has appeared on 
the Regular Establish- 
ment from the formation 
of the army in the reign of 
Charles II to the present 
day £6.50 

THE GREAT 

MILITARY SIEGES 
Vezio Melcgeri — New 
English Library. The 
most sought after work 
of the autumn illustrated 
with hundreds of authen- 
tic prints and illustra- 
tions in full colour. Great 
sieges from Troy in 1 184 
BC to Dien Bien Phu a 
few years back. For all 
students of warfare and 
wargamers. £8.50 


THE PRUSSIAN ARMY 
David Nash 
Paperback £1.75 
Hardback £2.25 
BRITISH BATTLE 
CRUISERS 
Peter C. Smith 
Covers both World Wars 
Paperback £1.50 
Hardback £2.25 

THE BODLEY HEAD 
Airlines of the U.S. since 
1914 £7.50 

German Aircraft 2nd W.W, 
£7.50 

NEW CAMOUFLAGE 
AND MARKINGS 
19. Boeing B29 35p 

WAR LORDS, new jet of 
rules for Napoleonic war 
games 55p 


POST AND 
PACKING 

Please add 10% to all 
orders up to £5 (min. 
I Op). Over £5 post 
free. C.O.D. charge 
45p. 


FORTS & CASTLES 
Terence Wise 
Paperback £2.00 
Hardback £3.00 

THE YEARS OF 
NAPOLEON 
G. A. Embleton and 
R. Potter 
Paperback £1.50 
Hardback £2.25 

FAMOUS FIGHTER 
SERIES 

CARRIER AIR GROUP 
HMS EAGLE £2.75 

BOUND PROFILE 
SMALL ARMS 
VOLUME No. I £6.00 

DUCIMUS CLASSIC 
JU87 £1.25 

BELLONA MILITARY 
VEHICLE PRINTS 
No. 35 Samokhodnaya 
Ustanovka SM 76 
Self Propelled Gun 30p 
No. 34 Infantry Tank 
Mk. I 1 1 Valentine 30p 

DETAILED PRINTS— 
UNIFORMATION 
No. 3 British Line Infantry 
75p 

No. 4 Brunswick Black 
Corps 7Sp 

FIELD ROCKET 
EQUIPMENT of the 
German Army 1939-45 
T. J. Gander 
Paperback £1.00 
Hardback £1.50 

WEHRMACHT 
CAMOUFLAGE& 
MARKINGS 1939-45 
Vehicle colours, divisional 
and tactical signs 
W. J. K. Davies 
Paperback £1.00 
Hardback £1.50 

LATEST PROFILES 
SMALL ARMS PROFILE 
SPECIAL 

Small arms Ammunition, 
Combatant Powers 
WWI-II 75p 

AIRCRAFT 40p 

246 Supermarine Spitfire 
(Griffons) Mks. XIV/ 
XIX and XVIII 

244 Caproni Reggiane 

Re 2001, Falco II. 
Re 2002 Ariete and 
Re 2005 Sagrittario 

245 Boeing B-S2A Scrato- 

fortress 

AFV/WEAPONS 40p 

52 M 47 Patton 
51 Abbot FV433 Self- 
propelled (jun 
SO Swiss Battle Tanks 
49 Japanese Medium 
tanks 

4B PanzerKampfwagen 
VI— Tiger I & II 
and old other AFV profiles 

LOCO PROFILE 45p 

30 G.N. Atlantics 

WARSHIP PROFILE 

50p 

27 SMS Torpedoboat 
BIO 

SMALL ARMS 
PROFILE 40p 

16 Colt Percussion 
Revolvers Pt I 

CAR PROFILE 50p 
4 Chaparrel 2, 2D and 2F 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDOIMS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W. 19 TELEX 928374 01-540 7333/4 
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Continued from page 366 just behind the cut-outs for the ladders 


on the little decks. Next, cement the other 
thrower or a slinger. The two catapults bulkhead in place, and finally the semi- 

at the ship's bows could fire cither circular deck. This will probably need a 

flaming spears or, more likely, pots of little extra trimming to get it in place. 

Greek Fire. This was some mixture of Fig 2 shows what the deck assembly 

tar, oil, and resin, put into fragile pots should look like. 

with a rag fuse like a petrol bomb. Fired The deck hatch is actually the only 

at the enemy, it burst on the decks, and ventilation the unfortunate rowers had. 

stuck. If you saw ‘Ben Hur' and remem- Make the frame from square section 

ber the sea battle, you know what it must strip cut from thick card. The grating is 

have been like. Incidentally, another thin strips of 10 thou card. If you made 

weapon, the Dolphin, had already been the Phoenician biremc in the January 

in use for some time. Not shown on this magazine, you will know how this is 

model, it consisted simply of a weight done, and you might even have enough 

hung to the yard end. When this was already made left over. When the 

vertically over the enemy ship, it was gratings are in place, cement a border 

released, and would have had much the of Microstrip around the hatch, just to 

same effect as a cannonball. tidy up the edge. Mitre the corners as 

But back to the model. A two-part well, as this adds to the neat effect 

moulded hull is needed. Carve a wooden (Fig 3). 

block to the rather complicated shape of There are three ladders linking the 

the hull, but notice that the two bulges various deck levels, made from Micro- 

for the firing platforms are not included strip (Fig 4). Cement these in place when 

in the moulding. They are built up after- complete. 

wards from putty. Anyway, the sections Now, the bulges under the firing plat- 

and plans should make the block shape forms must be made. Plastic Padding is 

clear. When it’s smooth, mould the two much better than body putty for this as 

halves of the hull in 20 or 30 thou card. it sets much quicker, and much harder. 

Trim them to shape, and then edge the too. Just mix enough to make two good- 

top with thin 10 thou strip as shown on sized blobs, one each side. The exact 

the finished drawing. Cement the two shape isn’t too important, provided they 

halves together, and add the bow and are both the same. And remember that 

stern strips, cut and shaped from 50 thou they are part of the hull, and built in the 

card (Fig I). same way, and that the shape must reflect 

Cut the decks from 40 thou card to the this (Fig 5). 
patterns shown, and score on the plank- Outriggers were built on to the sides 

ing lines. Remember the scale when you of the hull of the boat to give the oars 

do this, and keep in mind that the planks greater leverage. In this case, they were 

were probably only about six or nine substantial enough to have walkways on 

inches wide, so the scores should be their upper surfaces, with rails along the 

about 1/32 inch apart. Cement the main sides. Cut the upper and lower pieces 

deck in place inside the hull, level with from 30 thou card. Where the outline is 

the top. There is no rail of any sort on dotted on the drawings, you will probably 

the main deck. Make the bulkheads from have to determine the actual shape by 

40 thou card also, and add a 10 thou trial and error. Trimming the front ends 

door to the lower, larger one. Cement bit by bit until they fit around the bulges 

this one in place at the rear of the main as well as possible (Fig 6). The same 

deck, then add the aft deck between the goes for the front end-pieces. Their exact 
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shape can only depend on the exact shape 
of the bulges. 

So cement the top and bottom parts 
of the outriggers in place, and then cut 
the ends from 40 thou card. Notice that 
these hang a little below the outrigger, to 
match the small brackets, which are also 
40 thou. Cut these out as well to the 
pattern shown, and then cement them, 
and the end-pieces to the outriggers. Then 
cut the sides from 10 thou card, drill 
out the oar ports, and cement them on. 
The rails for these completed outriggers 
must now be made. The best way to get 
all the uprights the same length is to cut 
them all from a single strip the width 
required. Then cement them to a 40 thou 
square strip as long as the outrigger. The 
angled pieces of rail are made the same 
way, and then the rails are carefully 
cemented in place (Fig 7). Further lengths 
of the same railing are made for the 
upper decks. These are made in exactly 
the same way as the rest, except that the 
main rails are curved (Fig 8). 

The steering oars are built up from 
thin rod and card, and held in place by 
half rings of thicker card (Fig 9). 

The catapults are really like huge cross- 
bows, with .shields to protect the gunners 
from arrow-fire. They are built up of 
rod, strip and fine sprue. The sketch 
should explain the details, and the 
finished drawings give the sizes (Fig 10). 

Oars are rather thicker than those on 
the earlier models in the series ; being 
pulled by five men apiece, they were 
probably as stout as telegraph poles, and 
held by handles rather than by their 
whole thickness. Blades are made by the 
now familiar method of squashing the 
ends with pliers. Cement the oars into 
their ports. Mast and yard are rod. 
the sail is paper, and the rigging is 
thread. All this should be familiar enough 
by now without me going into the details. 
The sketch (as I think I’ve said before) 
should make things clear. 

Any flat piece of wood or, better still, 
a piece of chipboard, makes a suitable 
base. Glue the model to it, and then 
model the sea. 1 did this with body putty, 
but Polyfilla would be more economical. 
The thing to remember is not to overdo 
things. 

Don't make things look like the Caine 
Mutiny, just build up the tops of the 
waves, and leave most of the baseboard 
uncovered. Pick out the places where the 
oars will have disturbed the surface, and 
also the bow wave and the wake. Remem- 
ber the ship would only be travelling at 
about seven knots in any case. Paint the 
sea a dark greeny-grey colour, and pick 
out the wave-tops and other disturbances 
in a lighter green. Then varnish the whole 
lot with a clear gloss varnish. When this 
has dried, then pick out tiny flecks of 
foam on the crests of the waves and oar- 
splashes. Don’t overdo this either. 

The model itself I painted matt white, 
and picked out the rails in gold, to give 
a very rich effect. Decks are buff, cata- 
pults and steering oars wood colour, and 
I left the oars the colour of the plastic 
rod, which was dark red. □ 

AIRFIX magazine 


8 






March 1973 


369 



top and bottom 


■\ 


/ 





ends and "cut to fit 
bracket bulge 


outrigger side 





Fig 9 Fig 10 Catapult 



An unusual 75 — 
the 7M85 


of four, costing lOp, the others being for 
the 5 cm PAK 38, the 10.5 cm le FH 18M 
and the 8.8 cm PAK 43/41. The wheel 
set is one of a wide range of parts and 
kits made by Mr Clark, but these kits 
are only available to MAFVA members. 
(Details of the MAFVA from Mr G. 


One of the Wehrmacht's oddest improvisations 
modelled in 1 :76 scale by Terry Gander 


Williams, 15 Berwick Avenue, Heaton 
Mersey, Stockport, Cheshire.) If you 
don’t wish to use these parts, scratch 
building is awkward and fragile. In fact 


THE SEVERE Conditions of the Russian 
Front during 1941 and 1942 brought 
home to the German Army many lessons. 
One was the necessity to operate away 
from the network of roads which are 
usual in Western Europe but almost non- 
existent in Russia. This absence of high- 
ways meant that nearly all Wehrmacht 
transport had to pass along rough tracks 
which became impassable in rain or after 
a thaw. At such times the handling of 
heavy equipment became a monumental 
task and in a retreat much of the German 
Army's heavy equipment had to be 
abandoned because there was no way of 
moving it across country quickly enough. 
The arm of the service to suffer particu- 
larly badly was the Field Artillery and 
especially the units using the 10.5 cm 
leichte Feldhaubitze 18 L/28 (10.5 cm 
le FH 18). This gun was the mainstay of 
the field artillery and roughly equivalent 
to the British 25 pounder. In 1941, mo.si 
of the 10.5 cm le FH 18 pieces were still 
horse-drawn and had narrow tread 
spoked wheels and a heavy carriage, both 
of which dated back to the First World 
War. The awkwardness of this carriage 
was recognised and the gun was re- 
designed to place it on the lighter carriage 
of the 7.5 cm PAK 40. The shield was 
redesigned slightly and the wheels revised 
—some carriages even retained PAK 40 
wheels. This new piece was called the 
10.5 cm le FH 18/40 and entered service 
by the end of 1942. 

As the war continued it became more 
defensive for the Germans as the Russian 
tank flood rolled on. All arms of the ser- 
vice had to have their own anti-tank 


Modelling the 7M85 

Sources of information on the 7M85 
are few and seem to be limited to Bellona 
Series 28 and Die Deutschen Geschutze, 
but when it comes to contemplating a 
model of this gun, things are helped by 
the more liberal supply of illustrations of 
the 10.5 cm le FH 18/40. Scratch build- 
ing the 7M85 is quite straightforward and 
economical. My model cost next to 
nothing as all bits came from the spares 
box. When finished, this gun makes an 
unu.sual addition to any modeller’s shelf 
or wargaming table. 

The biggest difficulty in modelling any 
artillery piece is usually the wheels. In 
this case I was helped by using a pair of 
7.5 cm PAK 40 wheels made from glass 
fibre .resin by Mr Eric Clark of the 
MAFVA. These wheels are one of a set 


the 7.5 cm PAK 40 wheels are a bit too 
small for the 7M85 but the end result 
isn’t too bad. 

Start the model with a Microrod axle 
separating the wheels by 19 mm. Fit two 
2 mm card strips 16 mm long and one 
16 X 6 mm piece to form a box on three 
sides of the axle with the open side to 
the rear and the largest piece beneath. 
The trail arms are made from two T34/85 
barrels cut to 35 mm long (from the 
muzzle end) and a slot cut into the breech 
end with a razor saw. Slide and cement 
these trails on to the 16 X 6 mm card at 
each side and, if spread, the trails should 
be 45 mm apart at the spade ends. The 
trail spades are cut from thin scrap card 
as per the drawing. 

The 7.5 cm PAK 40 gun and mount 
come from the Airfix German Armoured 



defence and the artillery units usually 
used a 7.5 cm PAK 40. This added to 
the units’ logistic load with attendant 
separate ammunition and spares prob- 
lems. Thus the designers turned towards 
the idea of a dual-purpo.se anti-tank and 
field gun. There was little chance of a 
quick new design so makeshift policies 
were adopted. The 7.5 cm PAK 40 
carriage was revised to increase elevation 
for indirect fire from 22° to 35° — this 
became the 7M59. But the strangest 
adaptation was the placing of the 7.5 cm 
PAK 40 on to the 10.5 cm le FH 18/40 
carriage, which was an odd turn of fate 
for the PAK 40 derived carriage. This 
became the 7M85 and entered .service in 
late 1944 in small numbers as a dual- 
purpose weapon. 

Top the only known illustration of the 
7A/85. Reproduced by courtesy of Mr H. L. 
Doyle. Right the completed model finished 
in olive drab. 
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A later model of the 10.5 cm le tH 18 with 
more modern wheels in place of the earlier 
wooden ones. These solid rubber-rimmed 
wheels enabled the piece to he towed by 
motor vehicles, hut the carriage weight and 
the narrow tyres restricted cross-country 
handling and led to the development of the 
lighter 10.5 cm le FH 18 '40, and eventually 
to the 1MS5. 



Shield and axle armour 
shape, full size for 
model. 


Car kit and were left over from a Puma 
conversion. Assemble the gun parts 4 and 
5, but the breech handle wi!l have to be 
carefully cut off and turned through 180° 
and cemented in line with the barrel. The 
trunnions from the kit can be used after 
reshaping as per the drawing or new parts 
made from scrap. These can be cemented 
on to the axle box centre and the gun 
fitted. At this point the model looks 
nothing like a gun, but carry on! 

The elevation cylinder on the right- 
hand side was an unmodified Tiger drive 
sprocket pin, but any similar item will do. 
Cement this to the right-hand trunnion. 
Sighting gear can come from any likely- 
looking parts from the 6 or 25 pounder 
kits and go on to the left-hand trunnion. 
The elevating and traverse hand wheels 
are missing from my model as I don’t 
have any at present. 

The shield shape can be cut using the 
drawing and the ‘wings’ bent back 
slightly. On to the axle box go two extra 
triangular pieces of card to simulate extra 
armour and then the shield can be 
cemented on to the trunnions. 

The gun is almost finished apart from 
details. These consist of shield stays, two 
each side, from Microrod or 2 amp fuse 
wire. Fuse wire, 5 amp this time, is used 
for the trail handles. The box on the left 
trail is easily knocked up from a piece 
of scrap and the various cylindrical con- 
tainers on the shield came from odd sec- 
tions of sprue. A coat of Panzer Grey, or 
perhaps Olive Drab, along with breech 
detail in gunmetal, completes the job. 
The end result is a most interesting and 


unusual ‘75’. □ 

Details of 7M85 

Barrel length : 320.1 cm 

Rifled portion of barrel : .... 247.05 cm 

Traverse : 30°30' 

Elevation: — 5°-b42° 

Shots per min : 8-10 

Length (Trails closed) : 585.0 cm 

Width (Trails closed): 211.0 cm 

Height: 183.0 cm 

Weight 1,778 kg 

Range (max): 10,275 m. 



Right hand trail spade 
shape, right size for 
model. Left hand spade 
is 'mirror' opposite. 



Axle box dimensions 
and trail leg angle. 
Dimensions marked in 
millimetres. 




.\b<)ve the model prior 
to painting. The trail 
handles are made from 
5 amp fuse wire and 
the 'tubes' on the 
shield are sections of 
Microrod or sprue. 
Right the partially 
assembled model sho h- 
ing the trail leg angle 
and method of fixing 
the legs to the axle 
box. Note that the 
breech handle has been 
reversed. 
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1/25th scale Jagd panther “Rommel", 
motorised, with linked plastic track, 
full external detail, 4 soldier figures 
with small arms, etc. Price £6.99 

1/35th scale British Daimler Mark II 
Scout Car “Dingo", with 3 soldier 
figures, small arms etc. Price 95p 


At all good 
shops now. 

Prices are suggested 
selling prices only 


model 


f o A 

RIKO] 


CC3TAMIYA 


1/25th scale Panther V Ausf. A., 
motorised, with linked plastic track, 
full external detail, 4 soldier figures 
with small arms, etc. Price £6.99 
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Part 9: Sopwiths classic and supreme — Camel and Snipe 


THE sopwiTH CAMEL has bccome the 
classic biplane fighter for it saw more air 
combat than any other biplane; the Snipe 
was the best and final Sopwith fighter to see 
action in the First World War. The one 
followed logically from the other in design 
on production lines and in service so that 
factory finishes and service markings were 
basically the same. 

Camel 

The Camel was developed and put into 
large-scale production by Sopwith and a 
number of sub-contractors in the first half 
of 1917 and was entering service in quantity 
in the Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval 
Air Service in the second half. Standard 
armament was twin .303 Vickers machine 
guns firing through the propeller arc and 
the 130 hp Clerget was the standard engine. 
With longer stroke pistons power was in- 
creased and engines so fitted were known 
as 130 hp Clerget (LS) later re-named 


140 hp Clergets. W. O. Bentley of car fame, 
co-opted into the Navy, designed a 
150 hp rotary engine for the Admiralty 
(designated ARl — Admiralty Rotary No 1) 
which was changed to BRl (Bentley Rotary 
No 1). After initial deliveries with Clergets 
of both versions most RNAS machines had 
BRls and eventually some went to the 
RFC. Bentley's next successful venture, 
the 230 hp BR2, became the exclusive 
standard for Snipes, while 1 10 hp Le Rhone 
engines were also used on Camels, par- 
ticularly in Home Service units and also 
the 150 hp Gnome which was planned to 
be the standard power unit for Camels 
going to the American Expeditionary 
Force in late 1918. 

A Ship’s Camel, designated 2F1, 
rigged and equipped differently, with the 
BRl engine as its standard power unit, 
was a naval fighter and is thereby outside 
the scope of this survey. The standard 
was the IFl Camel, or FI for short. 
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One to three short vertical 
or single long horizontal 
bars or lines 


oo 

Dumbell 






Zig-zag 


Thick band 
around rear 
of fuselage 



Sloping bars, always paired 
Square 


Simple geometric shapes in white used for 
operational unit identification on Sopwith 
Camels, marked on port and starboard sides of 
the fuselage (Drawings by Peter G. Cooksley). 


Boulton & Paul, who built 1,550 Camels at 
Norwich, marked serials in a box on the 
fuselage in typical Sopwith fashion, but in 
addition repeated the number on the rudder 
in the fashion shown, outlining the digits in 
white on the blue (leading) and red (trailing) 
sections. On delivery Camels were as 
shown above left. In squadron service they 
would most likely bear one of the symbols 
drawn, but if used by an instructor, they 
were apt to be embellished to the degree 
shown left] (J. M. Bruce/G. S. Leslie 
collection). 
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Ruston Proctor built 1,573 Camels at Lincoln and general finish was a sober PC\0 with serial 
in black on the fin in the manner of S2419 shown at Wye in October 1917 when No 65 Sqn 
was forming up to go to France. On arriving at the Front, the allotted markings and individual 
letters were applied as shown on 52458 (Frank Yeoman & H. H. Russell collection). 



The FI was ordered both by Admiralty 
and War Office, those to Admiralty con- 
tracts having N prefixed serials and being 
delivered only to naval squadrons. But 
the naval squadrons using the FI were 
brought into RFC Wings on the Western 
Front and supplied by RFC Depots so that 
they acquired RFC Camels with B, C, 
D, E and F prefixed serials. 

Finishes undoubtedly varied, but 
initially Sopwith set the standard out 
in their drawing D2037 dated 5.2.17 
which instructed as follows: 

Covering and doping 

!. Irish linen (flax) to be used. 

2. Underside to receive five coats of Cellon 
dope and to be varnished (in effect 
natural colour). 

3. Topside (this meant upper and side 
surfaces) five coats of Cellon dope and 
two coats of PC 12 Pigment Brown. 

As a naval contractor Sopwith specified 
the PCI 2 instead of the normal khaki- 
green PC 10 but the latter was used by 
some of the sub-contractors. However, 
the majority were probably PC 12. Sopwith 
did mark a plate on the fuselage side, 
giving an inspection reference number and 
a doping scheme. 

The most consistent Service markings 
borne by Camels were those given in 
service to squadrons on the Western Front. 
The markings used were always in white on 
the PC10/PC12 khaki-green/chocolate 
brown surfaces and changed periodically 
as GHQ, RFC in the Field reviewed the 
system. 

Most significant of all unit marking 
changes came on March 22 1918. The day 
previously the Germans had launched their 
great and last spring offensive of the war, 
compelling a hasty re-deployment of units. 
To prevent enemy intelligence assessing 
the British order of Battle by identifying 
squadrons from their markings, secret 
orders went out for all bomber and re- 
connaissance squadrons to expunge their 
unit markings and for fighter squadrons 
to change theirs to a new schedule. 

It was appreciated that in the intensive 
period of operations, it might not be pos- 
sible to effect the change immediately and 
that it should not interfere in any way with 
operations, but at least one flight a day 
should be changed, which meant that by 
the morning of March 26 the change-over 
was planned to be completely effected. 

Active squadrons using Camels with 
details of their markings follow: 

No 3 Squadron RFC/RAF used Camels 
for fighting and strafing on the Western 
Front from September 1917 until the 
Armistice with three changes of markings. 
There were two bars aft of the roundel 
until December 23 1917 when it changed 
to one bar each side, and finally in March 
1918 to two bars at rear of fuselage. It is 
doubtful if any one Camel had all three 
changes due to the high rate of attrition; 
the unit frequently tangled with the 
Richthofen Circus and no less than three 
(B7393, Cl 562, D6439) fell to von 

Richthofen himself. 

No 28 Squadron RFC/R.AF was a training 
squadron at Gosport until July 23 1917 • 
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when it changed places with No 5 Training 
Squadron at Yatesbury to mobilise with 
Camels for France. From October 1917 
when it reached the Western Front, and 
then from the month following when it 
was transferred to the Italian Front, a 
white square aft of the roundel distin- 
guished its aircraft, eg B2362, B5169, 
C134, D8208, E7171, F1919. Individual 
letters were used, e.g. B6345 was ‘F’. 

No 37 Squadron R.AF was allotted Camels 
for the last month of the war for defence 
of London. Individual letters and figures 
were marked in black outlined in white. 
No 43 Squadron RFC/RAF Camels on the 
Western Front from September 1917 
carried a white triangle immediately aft 
of the roundel, changing to inward sloping 
bars, one each side of the roundel, in 
March 1918. Representative aircraft were 
B2352, B5637, B6209, C8247, D1849. 
Individual letters were carried well for- 
ward of the roundel; B3839 was ‘W’. 
Snipes were being received as replace- 
ments from August 1918, examples being 
E8000 and E8004. 

No 44 Squadron RFC/RAF received the 


first Home Defence Camels in August 1917 
after a spate of German daylight raids had 
forced this issue. Since aircraft patrolled in 
pairs, fins were painted white for night 
visibility. Some aircraft bore large identi- 
fication figures aft of roundel, which were 
repeated on fuselage decking. Separate flight 
markings may have been used for a period. 
No 45 Squadron RFC/RAF used Camels 
from July 1917 to February 1919 on the 
Western Front except for a period in 
Italy December 1917 to September 1918, 
marked with an unvarying white dumb-bell 
on fuselage sides aft of the roundel, and on 
fuselage decking. Individual letters were 
allotted to flights as follows: A to F ‘A’ 
Flight, G to M (less I) ‘B’ Flight and 
N to S ‘C’ Flight. Individual letters were 
repeated on top wing offset to port. At one 
period A of ‘A’ Flight was B6383.' 

No 46 Squadron RFC/RAF. When Camels 
were first received in November 1917 on 
the Western Front, two thin white bands 
were marked around the rear fuselage in 
the same manner as with their former 
Pups, but on December 23 this was offi- 
cially changed to a single 18-inch white 
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band around the rear fuselage. With the 
March 1918 changes, a line was drawn 
along the centre of the fuselage decking 
and on the fuselage side, broken only by 
roundel and individual letter or figure. 
“A’ Flight used letters at the start of the 
alphabet and ‘C’ Flight used letters at the 
end, while ‘B’ Flight used figures 1 to 6. 
Letters numbers were repeated in white on 
top wing, offset to port or starboard, and 
often also marked in black on both sides 
of the bottom wing undersurface. Examples 
are C3375 G and F1971 V. 

No 50 Squadron RFC RAF used Camels 
such as B7445 on Home Defence, February 
to November 1918, but used no known 
distinguishing markings. A Snipe was 
allotted for night fighting trials. 

No 51 Squadron RFC R.\F used Camels 
during 1918 from East Anglian fields for 
protection of the Midlands and also acted 
as a night flying training squadron. No 
known special markings. 

No 54 Squadron RFC RAF acquired 
Camels for fighting and strafing on the 
Western Front from December 1917, using 
first a white bar in front of the roundel, 
changing to a white zig-zag aft of it in 
March 1918. It was one of the few squad- 
rons in France to use Le Rhone-engined 
Camels, an example being D6569 lost 
21.4.18 near Bailleu in combat with 
eight Fokker Triplanes. 

No 61 Squadron RAF received Camels 
late 1918 for Home Defence. 

No 65 RFC RAF went to France October 
24 1917 with Camels for offensive and line 
patrols and shot down 219 enemy air- 
craft of which 136 were confirmed des- 
troyed. Their Camels had simple markings 
of a horizontal white line down the fuselage 
broken by roundel and individual letter 
aft of it. In March 1918 the marking 
changed to a vertical bar each side of 
the roundel. Camels known to have been 
used are B7227, C8272, C8280, D1811, 
D1903, D6562, E7217. 

No 66 Squadron RFC/R.-kF. Like its earlier 
Pups, this squadron’s Camels, received in 
October 1917 on the Western Front, had a 
white horizontal line down the centre of 
the fuselage side. In November the squad- 
ron moved to Italy where additionally a 
vertical bar was marked forward of the 
roundel. Individual letters were carried 
by squadron aircraft B6424 ‘P’, B7353 
‘L’, B7389 'T\ D8101 ‘P'. 



Typical of the nav instructors embellished 
tlic4r machines in contrast to the sober 
finish of squadron Camels. fi3926 was one of 
over 500 built by the parent firm and the 
serial and 'Lift here' markings with arrows 
are in strict 'Sopwith fashion over the 
general finish which was in dark brown 
Novellon dope. The unit is not known 
but the pilot shown is D. M. B. Galbraith, 
DSC and Bar, an ace with 14 victories who, 
after leaving No 8 (Naval) Squadron, went 
to No 204 Training Depot Station, East- 
church. (Canadian Archives and Frank 
Yeoman collection). 


No 70 Squadron RFC R.AF. Going straight 
from li Strutters, No 70 used Camels on 
the Western Front from July 1917 to 
February 1919 bearing first a white 
zig-zag aft of roundel, changing to three 
vertical bars in the same position during 
March 1918. Examples of squadron 
Camels are B2311, B2341, B2530, B5598, 
Cl 700, C8204. Individual letters were 
marked forward of the roundel with A-F 
allotted to ‘A’ Flight; G, H, J, K, L, M to 
“B’ Flight and N-S to ‘C’ Flight. Snipes 
inherited the three-bar unit marking 
after the Armistice. 



No 71 Squadron RFC (No 4 .\ustralian 
Flying Corps). Manned by Australians, 
this squadron took Camels to France in 
December 1917 symbolically marked with 


Snipe fashions. £8015 has been repainted in service and marked with the inward sloping bars 
of No 208 Sqn. It can be seen that the '£’ is repeated on the top wing. £8189 is in its original 
Sopwith finish and has been given an individual number in No 4 Fighting School. Note the 
variations in Snipe fin and rudder shapes (via Frank Yeoman). 
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Captain Louis Edwarid Nolan by Sid Horton 


a white boomerang on the fuselage side 
and decking. In the March 1918 security 
change the squadron were allotted a white 
bar in front of the roundel. Individual 
markings varied according to flights, 
‘A’ Flight using A-H, ‘B’ Flight 1-8 and 
‘C’ Flight S-Z. Up to March 22 these 
individual letters/figures were forward of 
the roundel, and after that date aft; 
throughout the whole period they were 
repeated on the top wing off-set from the 
centre section to starboard. Examples are 
B7412, C8226, D1924, E1410, F1415. 
Snipes started to replace the Camels in 
September 1918 and were similarly marked ; 
examples are E7358, E8022, E8088, 

F2351. 

No 73 Squadron RF'C RAF, To France with 
Camels in January 1918, this squadron’s 
three distinguishing white bars aft of the 
roundel changed to two in March 1918. 
Camels used by the squadron, which moved 
base on average once a month, included 
B2521, B5418, B5590, B7286, D1776, 

D1841, F1917. 

No 78 Squadron RAF received Camels in 
July 1918 for Home Defence based on 
airfields in South-East England, using 
Camels (e.g. B3752, D6401, D9459) without 
any special unit markings, but B9309 
with the squadron bore the presentation 
name ‘rhodesia’. 

No 80 Squadron RFC RAF going to France 
in January 1918 had Camels with a white 
band around the rear fuselage which 
remained the unit marking until Snipes 
were received in December 1918. Repre- 
sentative Camels were B4619, B7165, 
B9173, B9201, Cl 647, FI 969. 

No 112 Squadron R.\F used Camels and 
Snipes 1918-19 in the London Defence 
role without any standardised embellish- 
ment. Examples are Camels D6403, 
D6405, D6415, D6664, and F4175 built 
up by the squadron from salvage. Snipes 
included E7429 with the squadron mid- 
1919. 

No 150 Squadron RAF in Macedonia had 
mixed equipment 1918, and since this 
squadron had the only Camels on the 
Front, no distinguishing markings were 
necessary. Squadron Camels that shot 
down enemy aircraft were Cl 586, Cl 587, 
C1598, C1599, D6549, D6551. 

No 151 Squadron RAF was formed with 
night flying Camels in June 1918 and went 
to France as the first night intruder 
squadron; 22 of its 26 victories were 
twin-engined bombers. No special mark- 
ings were used on their Camels which 
included C6725 and F1885. 

Nos 152, 153, 188 Squadrons RAF, Three 
follow-up night-flying Camel squadrons 
were No 152 which reached France shortly 
before the Armistice with Camels that 
included F2152. No 153 formed as the 
war ended and was soon disbanded and 
No 188 was a night flying training fighter 
unit using, among others. Camels C6738 
and F2107. 

Due to lack of space in this issue we have 
been forced to leave out of this article those 
ex-Naval Squadrons using Camels and 
Snipes. These will appear in April. □ 
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CAPTAIN NOLAN WAS the Carrier of that 
ambiguous order which started the 
'Brigade' on its fatal ride on the morning 
of October 25 1854. The romantic legend 
which has surrounded him is ably dis- 
pelled by H. Moyse-Bartlett in his most 
authoritative book — Louis Edward Nolan 
and His Infiuence on British Cavalry which 
is also helpful in explaining the character 
of this superb horseman, dedicated believer 
in the use of cavalry and author of two 
books on the training of cavalry horses 
and tactics. 

One myth which, I think, should be 
explained here is that Nolan never served 
with the 11th Hussars, as in the Tony 
Richardson film of the ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade’ but in the 15th Hussars, 
and was Airey’s ADC in the Crimea. It 
was thought by some that by his action 
of riding across the front of the Brigade 
Nolan had realised that they were going 
down the wrong valley and was trying to 
turn the Brigade into the South Valley. 
It will never be known, however, because 
almost the first shot that was fired killed 


him. A large piece of shrapnel sliced into 
his left breast exposing his heart. The 
knees of a well trained horseman kept 
the body upright in the saddle. His horse 
wheeled round and the shrieking figure of 
Nolan rode, dead, through the ranks of the 
13th Light Dragoons. 

For this conversion you need an Airfix 
54 mm Hussar figure and the horse from 
the new Scots Grey. 

Due to the recent outcry against 
Carbon-tet in the modelling press, for 
reasons I knew nothing about, 1 decided 
to find an alternative, and chose an 
American product called Squadron Green 
Putty. Visitors to the Model Engineer 
Exhibition in London will have seen the 
wide uses to which this compound can be 
put on the IPMS stand. UK agents are 
Modelmark Hobby Products of 8 Mighell 
Avenue, Redbridge, Essex, who stock 
tubes at 50p each including postage. 

The head 

Take the head from the Hussar kit. 
The busby is carved away to a bald headed 
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Right 1 the basic hussar figure. 2 cut us 
shown by the dotted lines and described in 
text, taking care to preserve the waist belt. 
3 the legs have been repositioned and the 
torso bent back, the gap left in front being 
filled with putty. Note saw marks on head 
for re-positioning jaw. 4 the figure as it 
should appear finally before detailing the 
fragging, etc. 


shape and, using a sharp blade, follow the 
line between the lips making a deep cut, 
then down from the corners of the mouth 
like a ventriloquist’s doll, leaving the lower 
jaw completely separate. This can then be 
cemented in place in any ‘open mouthed’ 
position which suits the figure you are 
making. The slight gap down each side 
and underneath can be filled with body 
putty and sanded to shape. 

The wind-blown hair of this figure is 
made from Green Stuff applied with a 
needle in small amounts and the texture 
of hair is built up gradually. The length 
of sprue beneath the collar is shortened 
by at least half. Now lay to one side. 

The body 

This comes from the Hussar kit. First 
cement together the two body halves and, 
when dry, all the decoration and frogging 
are carved away and sanded down 
(more about the new frogging later). Then, 
using a razor saw and following the line 
above the waist belt, carefully saw right 
through the body. A ‘vee’ is then cut from 
the back bottom of the body as shown in 
the drawings, so as to allow the body to 
lean right back in the saddle, and cemented 
back onto the waist belt (which has been 
carefully preserved). The head can now 
be cemented in place following the curve 
of the body. 



The arms 

Can come straight from the box or, as I 
have done, cut away the right hand and, 
using a sharp blade, cut between the 
fingers, separating them and bending them 
back. They may break off if you are not 
careful but this can be remedied with 
Mek-Pak, or a similar liquid adhesive. A 
‘vee’ is then cut from the wrist and cemen- 
ted in place, bent backwards away from the 
figure so it looks as if he is just losing his 
sword. 

The legs 

These are cut carefully, using a razor 
saw, diagonally from the lower trunk as 
shown in the drawings. The two parts of the 



lower trunk are then cemented together and 
allowed to dry. The legs can now be cemen- 
ted back onto it in the new position as 
shown in the drawings. The moulded 
stripes are now carved away and the 
filling done with body putty. The trouser 
legs can also be extended down over the 
boots with body putty. 

The frogging, etc 

Now for perhaps the hardest part of this 
particular conversion. All the frogging on 
this kit is wrong for this period so carve 
it away. 

From what little reference I have, it 
appears that on Nolan’s uniform there 
were 19 rows of frogging, each one of these 
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Close-up of the 
figure's front 
showing the 
frogging and 
buttons, all 
from stretched 
sprue and plas- 
tic rod! The 
face has been 
slightly re- 
touched in this 
photograph but 
having seen the 
real thing we 
can assure 
readers that it 
is quite mag- 
nificent. Aim 
for a very pale 
coloured basic 
flesh tone. 



AIRFIX magazine 



double, so 38 lengths of stretched sprue 
are needed. Using Mek-Pak, or a similar 
liquid adhesive, cement the sprue in 
position in twos with a slight gap between 
them and the next two. It is almost 

impossible to measure the distance between 
the frogging on this scale. It must all be 
done by ‘eye’. I was lucky getting all 19 
rows evenly spaced but practice on a piece 
of scrap card first will help give an idea of 
the spacing required. Don’t worry about the 
edges finishing evenly as these can be 

trimmed when dry. Also, when dry, a 

small amount of frogging is cut away 

down the centre line and green stuff added 
and worked up into a furlikc texture, and 
along the bottom of the pelisse and the 
cuffs. 

The buttons present another problem. 
I overcame this with Slaters Rod from their 
assorted packet. Choose a thickness which 
looks right, end on, to just cover two 
lines of stretched sprue, then slice through 
the rod so you have circular sections. 
Make 95 buttons, there being five on 
each row of frogging. These are cemented 
in place using Mek-Pak. It’s a long job 
but the results are, I think, well worth 
the time it takes. After all the buttons and 
frogging have dried thoroughly, wash over 
with another coat of Mek-Pak to seal it all. 
Down the left-hand side of the centre fur 
you will notice a line of loops. These 
were usually looped through one another, 
which makes them easier to model. To 
achieve this, I plaited a piece of sewing 
thread (the invisible type is best). This can 


shoulder. The decorative place and crown 
can be painted on or, as I have done, 
cut from 5 thou plastic card. The arrows 
from stretched sprue cemented in place 
with Mek-Pak and while still soft the ends 
flattened to make flights. The retaining 
chains, again, from stretched sprue. 


only at the neck (see drawings). After all 
the hard work on the frogging this work 
must be easier, otherwise, 1 am afraid. 
I’ll become bored with it. Saddle, etc, is 
straight from the box, as there is evidence 
that Nolan rode a troop horse of the 
13th Light Dragoons 


then be cemented in place with a five minute 
epoxy adhesive. The cap (or in this case 
shako) lines, while it is not being worn, 
seem to be wound round the neck a 
number of times. 

Pouch and pouch belt 

The pouch from the kit is too thick so 
sand down by half fronf the back. The 
belt is made from the plastic card supplied 
with the kit, 2 mm wide going over the left 



Sabretache 

I prefer the one from the Scots Grey kit. 
A little work has to be done to the bottom 
of it to give it the correct shape. There are 
excellent illustrations of both the pouch 
and pouch belt and the sabretache in 
Almarks’ British Hussars, by A. H. 
Bowling. 

The horse 

The kit I have used was the new Scots 
Grey Horse. This can be left as it is 
straight from the kit as it is an excellent 
.galloping horse. But I altered it slightly 


f 



Alterations to the neck 
of the horse (same 
size for model). Far 
left the final position 
of the figure on the 
horse which should be 
aimed at. 


Painting 

My reference for the 15th Hussars of 
this period was incomplete, but according 
to Almark’s publicity this should soon be 
remedied. The shako, or in this case, the 
pill box, before it was lost, was scarlet. 
The jacket, pelisse, and trousers were all 
navy blue with gold lace, all fur was black, 
the pouch belt, pouch and sabretache, 
slings all scarlet, trimmed with gold lace. 
The decorative plate and retaining chains 
were silver. The horse blanket was mid- 
grey, all leather work brown with brass 
buckles, etc. The cloak and valise were 
navy blue. □ 
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Mosquitos 

galore 



First of two articles on variants modelled from the new 
Airfix Mosquito kit by Bryan Philpott 


SERIOUS MODELLERS have waited many years 
for a good accurate 1 :72 scale kit of the 
legendary de Havilland Mosquito, and 
their patience has now been rewarded by 
Airfix whose latest offering has no resem- 
blance (except in name) to the earlier kit of 
this aircraft. 

Crisply moulded, an abundance of fine 
surface detail, a selection of parts for three 
versions, plus a superb sheet of transfers, 
puts this kit into the top league and opens 
new doors for the conversion addict. On 
the debit side, and there always seems to be 
one, the Airfix rivet producer seems to have 
been on time-and-a-half around the engine 
nacelles and tops of the wing centre- 
sections, and these overscale additions must 
be removed or the whole finish of the model 
is marred. A very minor error has occurred 
in the line of taper on the fuselage but this 
may be due to demands of economical tool- 
ing and is not an error that is likely to 
detract from the completed model. 

With an aircraft such as the Mosquito, 
that served in practically every role pos- 
sible, from bomber through to VIP trans- 
port, and night fighter to trainer, the con- 
version possibilities are legion. Some of 
these are of a very minor nature whilst 
others require a little more skill and 
thought. It is our intention to outline just a 
few, going into precise detail of the work 
involved only on those where this may not 


be so obvious to the less experienced 
modeller. 

Before turning to the work bench it is 
worth taking a very quick look at the his- 
tory of the Mosquito which, alongside the 
Spitfire, Hurricane and Lancaster, is per- 
haps one of the most well remembered 
aircraft from the Second World War. Con- 
ceived in 1938 as a bomber and allocated 
the type number DH 98, the Mosquito 
owed a great deal of its initial development 
to the famous Comet racers, whose grace- 
ful lines can be detected in their more war- 
like cousin. 

The idea of an unarmed bomber, cons- 
tructed mainly of wood, and relying on 
speed and manoeuvrability to avoid inter- 
ception, was not one that greatly appealed 
to the Air Ministry in the early days of the 
Second World War. But fortunately Air 
Marshal Sir Wilfred Freeman, who had 
already foreseen the Mosquito’s potential, 
persisted in championing the aircraft on 
every possible occasion and backed by the 
unshakeable confidence of Geoffrey de 
Havilland — who proceeded with the type as 
a private venture — ^official recognition was 
achieved. This came in the form of an 
intial contract for 50 bombers placed in 
March 1940. 

From these small beginnings emerged an 
aircraft that captured the hearts of a nation 
as well as those who flew and operated it. 



Canopy for PR 1 6. 
Also for NF XV but 
with blisters removed. 


Downward identity lights 
on all models. Underside 
of fuselage. These are 
marked on Airfix kit. 

Red 


Green 


Amber 


The Mosquito excelled in every role that 
it was called upon to perform and although 
designed as a bomber it met equal, if not 
greater success, in the fighter role especially 
that of night-fighter. So it is not unfair to 
claim that as a bomber the Mosquito was 
the best night-fighter in the world ! 

The potential of the aircraft as a fighter 
had of course been realised by de Havilland 
who made provision in the original design 
to produce an armed version and eventually 






, . y- , , . fhe original 50 were produced as a batch of 

General view of the completed jQ bombers and 30 fighters. The prototype 

Mosquito PR XVl model with fighter with reinforced wing-spars and a 

new glazed nose and altered modified nose, first flew on May 15 1941 
engine nacelles (see drawing aircraft, equipped with Mk 

below). The new Airfix kit jy radar, that was to lay the founda- 

lends itself to any number of tions of the success that was to come in the 
conversions, and those covered night-fighting role. 

in these fwo articles only Designated NF Mk II the first versions 

scratch the surface of what is entered service with 23 and 157 Squadrons 
possible. jp J942 and met with almost immedi- 

ate success when 23 Squadron claimed a 
‘probable’ later that month. It is appro- 
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Original intake cut from kit 
nacelle and replaced after 
deeper radiator has been added. 
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Cut off to this line and 
mould new nose transparency. 

priate therefore that an example of one of 
this squadron’s aircraft can be constructed 
straight from the Airfix kit since the NF II 
with 23 Sqn markings is one of the three 
versions contained as standard. As an ex- 
periment the prototype Mk II was fitted 
with a Bristol B XI dorsal turret immedi- 
ately behind the cockpit and this temporary 
modification could be quite easily pro- 
duced in model form. However, the project 
was soon abandoned which maybe was just 
as well since the turret did nothing to en- 
hance the elegant lines of the aircraft. 

The NF Mk XII was to follow the NF II 
into service and this was the first British 
aircraft to fly with centimetric radar intro- 
ducing the spinning-dish scanner mounted 
in the nose. The Mk XIII appeared in 1944 
and was very similar to the Mk XII with 
the exception that it was fitted with under- 
wing auxiliary tanks. Early versions of both 
the Mk XU and XIII had their radar 
scanners housed in a thimble type nose 
which was later superseded by the bulbous 
nose that became known as the ‘universal 
nose’. Most aircraft were modified in 
retrospect but examples with the early nose 
were still to be seen very late in the war. 

The Mk XV was a high altitude version 
and only five of these aircraft entered ser- 
vice with 85 Sqn. This aircraft traces its 
ancestry to a requirement for an aircraft 
that could intercept the high flying German 
reconnaissance machines. At short notice 
de Havilland modified a bomber version 
with a pressure cabin, increased span and 
up-rated Merlin engines: the work took 
seven days and the aircraft attained an alti- 
tude of over 43,000 feet. From this proto- 
type emerged the Mk XV which had its 
armament installed in a blister under the 
fuselage. Although tried with 85 Sqn the 
requirement for a high-altitude night fighter 
was proved negligible so no further 
development was carried out. 

American designed radar equipment was 
used in some Mk I Is which became Mk 
XVIls and the Mk XIX went into produc- 
tion as an equivalent of the Mk XIII but 
carrying the American radar. 

The final night fighter to see service in 
the Second World War was the Mk 30 
which had Merlin 72 engines and entered 
service in late 1944. operating from both 
home and Continental bases. The NF 36 
was developed from the NF 30 to which it 
was basically similar except that it was 
equipped with Merlin 113 engines. Flying 
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for the first time in May 1945 the NF 36, 
and the NF 38 — basically the same aircraft 
with British radar and a post-war develop- 
ment — served RAF night fighter squadrons 
until the introduction of the Meteor and 
Vampire night fighters. 

These few notes have taken only a very 
brief look at the Mosquito, since to recall 
the exploits of the bombers, fighters, intru- 
ders, photographic reconnaissance, and 
other versions, would not only be outside 
the scope of this article but also fill several 
magazines. In any case, the Mosquito has 
been extremely well documented in books, 
monographs and articles, many of which 
have appeared from the pen of Mike 
Bowyer in the pages of Airfix Magazine. 
The really serious modeller and student will 
find Martin Sharp and Mike Bowyer’s 
book Mosquito a wealth of first-rate infor- 
mation, Aircam have also published one of 
their well-known colour monographs but 
care should be taken when using this as 
some of the colours arc suspect and in at 
least one case a photograph carries the 
wrong caption. Profile of course have given 
the Mosquito their attention in numbers 52 
and 209, whilst Ducimus have covered 
camouflage and markings in their mono- 


graph of the same name. All these, plus 
many others will provide the modeller with 
detail information that will enable him to 
produce almost any version of the aircraft 
in the correct colours, and the following 
conversion may well help in sowing the 
seeds of many more. 

Mosquito PR XVI 

In the July 1968 edition Alan Hall 
covered the conversion of the old Airfix 
kit into a PR XVI and a PR 34. In that 
article Alan quite rightly stated that the 
work involved is not difficult but requires 
care and patience. Although the new kit 
gives a much better basis from which to 
work, the same applies but once one ver- 
sion of this type has been produced a whole 
new field is opened since the PR XVI re- 
quires the clear nose and ‘blistered’ canopy 
of the bomber. Moulding of these compo- 
nents can be a major problem but once 
mastered it is quite possible to produce 
enough canopies for conversions of the 
BIV and other similar types to be carried 
out. 

If the Frog kit of the Mosquito can be 
obtained it is possible to use parts from this 
kit to overcome the problems encountered 





Three more conversions from the Airfix 
Country Inn kit by Terence Wise 


2nd house Town house 


Roof 

HM4 Pz Grey 
(Slates) 

Stone paper 

32 Red (Tiles) 

Chimney stack 

HP2 Red 
(Brick) 

Stone paper 

32 Red 

Windows 

Black 

2 Green 

Black 

Footings 

HP2 Red 
(Brick) 

Stone paper 

32 Red 

Front door 

HMl & Black 

HMl & Black 

HMl & Black 

Back door 

HM4 Pz Grey 

HM 1 

40 Granite 

Curtains 

Orange 

Yellow 

Buff 



buildings 

for 

wargames 


chimney stack I used a stone chimney from 
the Thatched Cottage set, capped with two 
pots from the inn chimney, the locating 
iug trimmed to fit. This makes the house of 

Painting guide 1st house 


with moulding but work is necessary on the 
canopy and clear nose to achieve a good fit 
to the Airfix kit. The Frog canopy is too 
deep and the bottom edge must be care- 
fully filed to line-up with the Airfix cockpit 
ledge. 

The PR XVI I chose to model did not 
have the bulged bomb bay that was fitted 
to some aircraft, so this work will not be 
detailed here and those readers interested in 
producing this version should refer to the 
earlier mentioned July 1968 edition. 
Assemble the fuselage halves in the normal 
way then cut off a portion of the nose as 
shown on the drawing and sand the edges 
smooth. Mark out the two rectangular win- 
dows in the forward nose then drill these 
out with a 1 inch drill, finishing the work 
with a small file by turning the drilled holes 
into the rectangular shape required. Cut the 
windows from clear plastic card and put 
these on one side to be inserted after the 
major work is completed. 

Fit a small block of balsa to the nose and 
shape this to the clear nose cone, sanding it 
smooth before removing it for moulding 
purposes. The canopy must be made in the 
same way but the blisters on either side and 
the top must be made separately and fitted 
after completion. The technique of mould- 
ing these was covered by Bruce Quarrie's 
article in the January 1973 edition. If the 
Frog parts are to be used this work is of 
course not necessary. Should you be lucky 
enough to possess a vacuum forming 
machine such as the Mattel, the canopies 
can be made in this way or the Frog ones 
used to produce a supply of them. If the 
latter course is followed the two halves of 
the Frog canopy must be vac-formed 
separately since the blisters will ‘trap’ the 
original canopy inside the copy if they are 
cemented together before vac-forming is 
started. A word of warning if you use the 
Frog canopies in this way, copies must 
under no circumstances be sold as there are 
very firm laws covering copyright of such 
components. 

The PR XVI was fitted with Merlin 76 
engines and it is these that form the other 
major work in this conversion. 

The deeper nacelle with the chin radiator 
will also be required for the NF 30 and 
NF XV next month, so the work detailed 
also covers those versions. 

Figure 1 shows the outline of the new 
nacelle and no doubt modellers will have 
many ways of approaching the problem all 
to arrive at a common end. The most 
laborious is to completely cut off the front 
part of the nacelle and rebuild with balsa 
but I found the following method suited my 
particular needs. 

Take a very sharp modelling knife and 
carefully remove the small intake under the 
nacelle and put this on one side. Build up 


PR XVI NS502:M of 
544 Squadron RAF, 
June 1 944. Note black 
and white invasion 
stripes on wings and 
fuselage. ' B' type 
roundels on upper wing 
surfaces and fuselage 
sides only flWM). 

the under-side of the nacelle with body- 
putty or Green Stuff to the deeper shape, 
and when this is firmly set carefully sand it 
to the right profile. To do this it is necessary 
to cement the two parts of the nacelles 
together which makes the provision of 
rotating propellers very difficult. This 
feature can be achieved by carefully remov- 
ing the pin section from parts 30 and 52 
and cementing these into the backs of the 
spinners and then locating them in the 
original holes when the engines are com- 
pleted. They will not be retained in position 
and will drop out if the model is handled 
frequently or suspended from a ceiling 
display, so unless you feel it is essential to 
have rotating blades, it is best to cement the 
spinners direct to the nacelles. 

Filler can tend to crumble when the 
deeper chin radiator is gouged out so to 
overcome this I found some bombs of the 
correct depth in my spares box and cut off 
the nose sections. 1 then cemented these to 
the undersides of the nacelles in line with 
the front and built up the putty around 
these. It was then possible to clean the 
putty away and clear any that had filled the 
new radiator recess. The same result can be 
obtained by building up a plastic card box 
in the way used to make the Vokes filter 
and camera bay on the Hurricane conver- 
sions in the October 1972 edition. 

Once the new shape has been achieved 
and before final polishing, refit the earlier 
removed intakes in the positions shown on 
the drawings. The cannon troughs should 
be filled with body putty but the bomb-bay 
line is left as per the kit. Fit the unshrouded 
exhausts, parts 40/42, 62/64 and assemble 
the rest of the model as per the kit using the 
drop tanks provided. 

The camera ports on the underside are 
located within the bomb-bay area, two to 
the front either side of the centre-line and 
two staggered to the rear, the forward one 
on the port side in line with the wing trail- 
ing edge and the rear one just to the right of 
the centre line. 

The model was painted PR Blue which 
was mixed from equal parts of Humbrol 
gloss and matt blues with a touch of black, 
the PR Blue in the NATO range is not the 
correct shade to use for the PR XVI. 
Markings came from the ESCI range, 
sheet 37, which gives those for an aircraft 
of 680 Squadron complete with the red and 
white diagonal stripes for the rudder. This 
aircraft had white wing tanks. The drawing 
is for an aircraft of 540 Squadron as flown 
by Flt/Lt G. Watson during ‘Operation 
Paravane’ (photographing the Tirpitz) in 
1944. It is finished in the same PR blue and 
has white spinners, the flying owl motif is 
yellow whilst the legend is in white. Both air- 
craft use paddle blades parts 29 and 51. □ 


EACH OF THE two front walls from your 
two kits may now be cut as shown by the 
photograph to provide four side walls. The 
centre pieces were scrapped. Remove the 
stub of window sill and projecting corner 
at the inner angle, both left over from the 
centre panel. 

Cement wall windows in place as usual, 
glaze and add curtains as desired. Cut a 
doorway in an original side panel, besides 
the lower window, and large enough to 
take the bigger door. Carry this opening 
up to the beam which forms the lintel 
over the window, as this will provide 
sufficient space to fit the doorstep (locating 
lugs removed). Cement door and step in 
position, then cement a new side panel at 
each end, using a 2i[ by one inch deep 
piece of plastic card as a spacer to keep the 
opposite ends of the sides apart, cementing 
the spacer up to roof level. I cut a I inch 
square hole in the centre of this panel first, 
J down from the top edge, and inserted 
a single pane window from the Thatched 
Cottage kit as a ‘light’ for the staircase 
within. 

The roof is made by cutting off the two 
outer slopes, retaining the roof ridge on 
one, and cementing the two parts together. 
Add a drainpipe to the front right hand 
corner and trim off the drainpipe con- 
nection at the opposite corner. A chimney 
assembly was added to the centre of the 
rear slope, three courses of bricks being 
removed from the side nearest the ridge to 
compensate for the slope of the roof. 

To the rear wall I added a more modern 
lean-to, constructed from brick embossed 
card. The sides are li inches jdeep by one 
inch high at the rear and f-Q high next 
to the house. The rear wall is 2i inches 
long by 1 i high with a 1 by i inch door- 
way. This extension was capped with a roof 
of tile embossed card, 2f wide by 1|. 

A second house could be made up in 
the same manner, except the roof would 
have to be scratch built. I made a variation, 
extending the sides with more scratch 
built panels and beams, thus forming a 
building with a long sloping rear roof. The 
additions to the sides measure 2 ^ 
high next to the house, sloping down to 
1 i at the rear, and are 1 i wide. The rear 
wall is 2J by li with a 1 X 1 doorway. 


The town house model on a scenic base with 
fencing. 
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A window was added to each side of this 
door, four pane square ones being used 
from the left-overs. A door step was also 
added at front and rear. 

The roof measures 28 by 1 A deep 
at the front and 28 by 21 deep at the 
rear. I used stone paper (representing the 
stone tiles common in some rural areas) 
mainly in order to illustrate the possib- 
ilities of this material. Instead of adding a 


Below the first and second house painted 
and ready for use on the wargames table. 
The first house is on the left in the photo 
below and on the right in the photo below 
right. Note the completely different character 
given to the second house by the use of stone 
paper and a chimney from the Thatched 
Cottage kit. 


Penfriends 

H. J. Holmes of Highcroft, Albert Prome- 
nade, Halifax, W. Yorks, England would 
like an American or Australian penfriend 
interested in AFV and car modelling and 
drag racing. 

Witold Skrzypczak of Turniejowa 26, 
Wroclaw, Poland, is interested in ex- 
changing books, magazines and kits with 
modellers in the UK. 

.lames Dennison, age 10, of 129 Renall 
Street, Masterton, New Zealand, would 
like a penfriend in Australia. 

Holger Kissel, of 6301 Fernwald 2/Giessen, 
Hausener Str. 27, West Germany, would 
like to hear from any aviation or AFV 
modeller living in or around Winchester, 
preferred age 16 or 17. Mr Kissel will be 
visiting Britain this year and wishes to 
visit his penfriend. 

Pierre \an Buggenhaudt, of 56 Avenue 
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des Boulcause, 1950 Kraainem, Belgium, 
is interested in 54 mm model soldiers and 
wishes to exchange kits and books with 
an English modeller. 

E. G. Coyle, of 204 Royal Road, Hen- 
derson, Auckland 8, New Zealand, wishes 
to correspond with modellers in America, 
Japan, Italy and any other European 
country with a view to exchanging kits. 
Bohumir Hynek, of Sirava 1 11/2 10, Prerov, 
Czechoslovakia, is an aircraft modeller 
who would like to correspond and exchange 
kits with a British modeller. 

Graham Blunt, of 41 Pinfold Lane, Cheslyn 
Hay, Walsall, Staffs, England, would 
like an English-speaking penfriend any- 
where in the world. 

John Phillips, of 1650 Teakwood Road, 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, 
would like a penfriend in England or 
Australia, aged 10 or 11. 

J. S. Nutt, of Hillyfields Estate, Nursling, 


an earlier date than the first, perhaps late 
17th century. Another chimney could be 
added to one corner of the lean-to-roof, 
as if from a kitchen range. 

A third kit was used to make a two storey 
‘town’ house, the front being made into 
two end walls as before and the two original 
side walls being used as front and rear. The 
roof was made as for the first house. This 
does produce a third variation but it 
wastes a great deal of the kit in order to 
produce only one building while the 
methods described above give two larger 
houses and a full size inn from two kits. 

All chimney pots HP2 (German red- 
brown camouflage with black tops: lead 
flashing on roofs 27 sea grey: guttering 
and drain pipes black. 

All paints are Humbrol. □ 


Nr Southampton, Hants, England, wants 
to exchange British aircraft kits for Second 
World War Italian and Japanese aircraft 
with modellers in either of those two 
countries. 

Finally, a request for information: 
T. Brown, of 173 Chadderton Hall Road, 
Chadderton, Oldham, Lancs, England, 
writes: ‘In March/April 1945 1 was on 
Course lOB at 1668 Heavy Conversion 
Unit, RAF Battesford. At this time we 
made entries in our flying log books using 
only the unit letter of the aircraft. 1 am 
trying to trace the histories of the Lan- 
casters in which I flew but to do this I 
need a cross-reference from unit letter to 
serial number. Official records of HCUs do 
not give this information. Could any former 
RAF personnel who served with this unit 
at this time, or any spotters and enthu- 
siasts who might be able to help, please 
contact me.’ □ 
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Colours review 

Part two of our detailed review of interesting 
aircraft markings and colour schemes seen 
during Autumn 1972 by Michael J. F. Bowyer 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY Air Squadron pro- 
vided a grey Chipmunk at Watiisham 
wearing the usual style of dayglo trim- 
two bands on the sides of the cowling, 
four dayglo stripes above each wing tip, 
dayglo bands along the sides of the rear 
fuselage and on the tail. The CUAS crest 
was on both sides of the nose and a pale 
Cambridge Blue rectangular squadron 
marking amidships bore a dark blue and 
very dark red lengthwise band upon which 
was superimposed the CUAS crest. 

Both Hurricanes of the Battle of 
Britain Flight look much more con- 
vincing since LF363:LE-D has acquired 
wide stroke grey codes and PZ865 wears 
the trim of the oft pictured DT :A. 

There were three Spitfires to be seen. 


OTU had her from October 12 1944, until 
June 2 1945. Her real present identity is 
5377M. EP120’s finish with QV coding is 
far from accurate and the application of 
322 Squadron's parrot badge doesn’t 
exactly help, attractive though it may 
look. 

By far the most authentic looking Spit- 
fire of the bunch was AB871, another 
LF VB with clipped wings and a Merlin 
46. It was the considered judgment of a 
number of visitors to the show who could 
remember the heyday of the Spitfires that 
her colouring was excellent — ‘just like I 
remember so many Spits’, said one. The 
news that she was about to disappear to 



Unit marking as carried by the Chipmunks 
of the Cambridge UAS below the canopy. 
Base is Cambridge Blue and the two dark 
lines flank the unit badge. 

went to Crcdenhill, Hereford, on an un- 
known date and was despatched to 
Henlow for taxi sequences in the Battle 
of Britain film on 26.10.67. Next she went 
to Guildhall Yard on 18.6.69 and arrived 
at Wattisham 24.9.69. If, as seems likely, 
she is to be restored to squadron finish, 
she had best be painted in the markings 
of 64 Squadron with whom she flew many 
sorties over France etc during the summer 
of 1943. Much of her other squadron use 
was far from the scene of battle. 


Flying was P7350, a very worthy aero- 
plane with a long history. She was initially 
delivered to 266 Squadron on September 
6 1940 and took part in operations on 
September 15 1940 during the 

afternoon of which she participated 
in a patrol in the Cambridge area. 
On October 17 1940, she passed to 603 
Squadron and later saw war service with 
616 Squadron, 64 Squadron, CGS and 
57 OTU. Why her owners have coded her 


IVessex HUS XT11\ 
carries her squadron 
colours on the rotor 
pylon. Finish matt 
dark green overall. 



ZH is beyond conception since these letters 
were only used by 266 Squadron after it 
had converted to Typhoons at Duxford 
in 1942. She should, of course, wear the 
squadron letters UO — and the white 
letters should be grey. 

Guarding Wattisham’s gate was Spitfire 
LF VB EP120, again an aeroplane with 
quite a long service career. She was first 
used by 501 Squadron from June 4 1942, 
joined 19 Squadron September 9 1942, 
went to 402 Squadron on April 22 1943 
and stayed until February 12 1944. 53 

Spitfire VB AB%1\ at Wattisham. Cow! her 
cannon and she would look as good as new 
(Photo RAF Wattisham). 


Colerne for a face lift worried us a little 
because we wondered whether someone 
would take it into his head to re-paint her, 
in some ghastly hue. According to the 
authorities at Wattisham she is actually 
BL614, the present serial having been 
applied in error at Credenhill. Her history, 
as supplied from Wattisham, is as follows: 
Initial delivery 8 MU 4.1.42, 61 1 Squadron 
7.2.42, 242 Squadron 2.6.42, 222 Squad- 
ron 11.8.42, 64 Squadron 31.3.43, 118 
Squadron 25.9.43, 3501 Servicing Unit 
2.1 1.43, and passed to 6 School of Technical 
Training 6.12.43, where she became 4354M. 
She probably then went to No 2 STT and 
passed to Bridgenorth RCC 20.4.48. She 


Two Wessex 5s of 707 Squadron were 
at Wattisham, both matt green overall and 
with white lettering and numbers. The 
squadron marking was on the rotor 
pylon. W:W-XT486 was seen at the 1970 
SBAC show. The other was W:M-XT771. 

Numerically the commonest sight at 
Wattisham was, understandably, the 
Lightning force comprising a selection of 
aircraft of 111 and 29 Squadrons. Their 
markings have little altered over the years. 
No 29 has a 31 inch wide red outline to 
white bars flanking the roundel, upon 
which the ‘triple strong’ brewer’s crosses 
appear in 1 i inch wide strokes without any 
black trim. If you are going to model a 29 
Squadron Lightning you have no mean 
task accurately representing squadron 
colours to scale! No 111 Squadron’s air- 
craft have a white fin disc outlined black 
with the colours of the squadron badge 
reversed painted upon it. The Cross of 
Jerusalem is black and it bears three yellow 
seaux and is backed by two orange swords. 
The white field in the marking is meant to 
represent cloud and the large amount of 
black stems from this being the squadron’s 
colour. On the nose the black lightning 
flash remains outlined yellow. Some of the 
Lightnings had small decorations as a 
result of visits to other units and airfields, 
and pilots’ names appeared below the 
cockpits on the port side in black. X P763 :P 
of 29 Squadron bore ‘s/l d.o. lucas’ and 
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O n a cold and rainy March day in 1945 
the 335th Fighter Squadron attached 
to the 8th Army Air Force in England 
took off on a strafing mission against 
Prrerlau aerodrome, 40 miles from 
Berlin. The outward trip was without 
incident, but as the squadron swooped 
down on the aerodrome. Major 
McKennon’s P5 1 Mustang was hit by flak. 
His Merlin engine immediately lost all oil 
pressure and as smoke wisped into the 
cockpit, McKennon realised that he 
would have to leave - and quickly . 

Pulling the plane hard over into a glide 
away from the densely populated area, 
McKennon got ready to go over the side. 
He pulled the canopy release and tried to 
push himself clear. Partly in and partly 
out of the aircraft he found himself 
caught on the rudder pedals; the plane by 
this time in a dive. In desperation he 
tugged and finally tore himself loose and 
out; just missed the tail of the Mustang; 
pulled the ripcord and floated down into 
enemy territory. 

He hit the ground and pulled the ’chute 
off - then raced for some trees on the far 
side of the field, but then McKennon 
noticed another Mustang trying to land in 
the same field he was in. After three tries 
the Mustang pilot managed to put the 
’plane down^ no mean feat on a fairly 
small hayfield, and in enemy territory; 
and began to make frantic motions for 
McKennon to come over. McKennon ran 
towards the aircraft and then recognised 
George Green, his wing man. Green got 
out of the cockpit and McKennon 
climbed in; Green then got into the cock- 
pit on McKennon’s lap, dropped the fuel 
tanks to lighten the load and revved the 
engine. 

Whilst the McKennon pick-up was / / 1 
going on, German soldiers had been / ? j 
converging on the scene and were n 1^ 
soon running across the field to- ^ 
wards the Mustang, firing as they I 
came. P5rs from McKennon’s 
squadron were circling overhead jj I 
and, as soon as they recognised t ijnlQI 
the new danger, screamed down 


on strafing passes, forcing the, Germans to is the P51D with the bubble canopy 
run forcover away from Green’s Mustang, which was used in the later stages of the 
Green taxied the ’plane to the end of the war. These are just three of over 230 
field and pushed the throttle all the way models produced by Revell, the largest 
forward to the firewall and the Mustang manufacturer of model kits in the world, 
started rolling and bumping down the 
field. The ’plane was double loaded, the 
field was small, the surface was by no 
means designed for aircraft landings and a 
row of trees dominated the ’plane’s take- 
off path. When it looked as though the 
Mustang must smash itself into the trees, 
it leaped into the air, undercarriage 
scraping the top-most branches. 

On the homeward trip there was very 
heavy rain and poor visibility low down, 
forcing McKennon and Green to climb to 
15,000 feet before reaching the channel, 
and the two pilots had to take turns with 
the only oxygen mask to keep them from 
blacking out. Less than three hours after 
leaving the Berlin “airfield” Green’s 
Mustang landed at Debden with both 
pilots safely aboard. 

The P51 Mustang was one of the “brav- 
est” aircraft used in the Second World 
War and fought in a number of historic 


a box full 
of action! 


Revell (GB) Ltd., Cranborne Road, 
Potters Bar, Hertfordshire. Tel: 58261 
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the Squadron Leader's pennant. It used to 
be customary for aircraft ‘T’ on a fighter 
squadron to be the unit’s trainer and in 
keeping with this policy XS459 was 'T' 
of 29 Squadron. This squadron, at the 
time, had received two Mk 6s, and 1 1 1 
Squadron was scheduled to equip with 
them in the fairly near future. 

Whirlwind 10 XP352 showed itself in 
the standard all-yellow rescue scheme with 
black letters and trim, and a Scout in 
dark green 'dark earth camouflage, XR603, 
had the oft-seen small ‘C’ type of roundel. 

During the flying display Victor BK 
lA XA926 performed showing her white 
fin discs with red ‘57’ superimposed. 
Nimrod XV242 flew around and had 242 
on her fin, a squadron badge on the 
nose and the usual grey-white finish. An 
JT 

F-1 1 1 AF 090 showed that some of the 
68 

Upper Heyford-based Ills had still to 
adopt the latest USAF fin coding. A high 
pass was made by Canberra PR 9 XH175 
(grey-grey-light grey) lacking under-wing 
roundels and featuring the new blue and 
red type on her fuselage. Wyton seems 
quickly to have adopted these roundels 
which are carried also by Victor SR 2s 
like XM718. A grey-green-black Puma 
performed, with ‘DB’ aft of its roundels 
in black. This was her swan song for, a 
few days later, she was destroyed in a crash 
in the Stanford battle area. 

Few enthusiasts and readers of this 
magazine direct their attention only to 
model making. Many have diverse interests 
of which model making is one. The room 
set aside for the Press at Wattisham had, 
on its walls, panels carrying notes on some 
of the squadrons which have been based at 
this airfield and these notes will be of 
interest to many readers. 

Before and during the early months of 
the war Wattisham was the home of 
Nos 107 and 110 Squadrons of 2 Group. 
The Americans later followed, according 
to the notes given. Before this. No 236 
Squadron was based there — from 10.2.42 
until it moved to Oulton 3.7.42 — flying 
Beaufighter Is. In March 1942, it sent a 
detachment to Predannack for the St 
Nazaire landing. 

After the war came the fighter squadrons. 
No 266 arrived 4.11.46 and No 56 Squad- 
ron next day. In the appalling weather of 
February 1947, the station was forced to 



No 92 Squadron 
Lightning in the new 
lo H - visibility finish. 
This shot taken in 
Germany, is one of the 
first in-flight photo- 
graphs released oj a 
Lightning wearing the 
new colour scheme. 


close, then both squadrons moved out to 
Duxford on 16.4.47 because Wattisham’s 
runways were unsuitable for jets. Rebuild- 
ing took place, then 257 Squadron arrived 
on 27. 10.50 and 263 Squadron on 22. 1 1.50. 
Both were flying Meteor 8s. It was at 
Wattisham that Hunter 2s joined their first 
squadrons, 257 being fully equipped by 
February 1955, and 263 two months later. 
No 152 Meteor night-fighter squadron 
formed on 30.6.54 when Wattisham 
became a three-squadron station. On 
31.3.57 No 257 Squadron disbanded, 152 


Above left close-up of the badge of the 
32nd TFS as it appeared on an F-4E at 
Mildenhall. Above a close-up of the tail of 
Lightning 3 XP165 showing the red and 
yellow .squadron marking {on a white base) 
of 29 Sqn. The bird emblem has been added 
by pirates! Below left XP15\ 'L' o/ 111 
Sqn, a typical machine carrying Firestreaks. 
Squadron marking appears on the fin disc. 
Below just how difficult it is to see the red 
and blue roundels is clear in this photo of 
XV1%5 of No 3 Sqn whose emblem appears 
at the base of the nose. 
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.\bove left close-up of the no.se of a 29 Sqn Lightning shows the style of her new nose unit 
markings. Left the marking of No 8 Sqn, Belgian .Air Force, on a Mirage at Mildenhall. 
Colours are blue shield with black and white trim, .\bove F-AE Phantom /tF69 '558;C/? of 
the 32nd Tactical Fighter Squadron. 



moved to Stradishall on 28.8.57 and 263 
Squadron joined them next day. Further 
work on runways followed then 1 1 1 

Squadron moved in during 1958 and 56 
Squadron in July 1959. The latter moved 
out in January 1967, and was replaced by 
29 Squadron in May 1967. 

I never visit Mildenhall without a strong 
sense of nostalgia creeping into my 

thoughts, for it was here in 1935 that I 
first began a written record of squadron 
markings, and so forth, when the airfield 
was festooned with machines lined up for 
the 1935 Jubilee Review. In recent years 
it has, without doubt, put on the most 
interesting Armed Forces Day shows. 
This year’s was more restrained, but even 
so it was .surely the most interesting of the 
year’s set of displays. 

Ideal model subjects were the F-4Es of 
the 32nd TFS Soesterberg. Both wore the 
usual two-tone green-tan-grey camouflage 
and still had squadron badges applied to 
the port air intake. The squadron badge 
was beautifully reproduced, surmounted 
by a painting of the Netherlands royal 
crown. The starboard air intakes featured 
the badge of the 17th Air Force. On their 
fins the F-4s carried ‘CR’ and both had 


red fin tips — further evidence of how 'ong 
the changes in markings systems take 
irrespective of official instructions. This 
was also evident in the case of some serial 
numbers where these appeared in full on 
the tails of US aircraft since, as from 
March 31 1972, orders were given for the 
deletion of the ‘0-’ prefix worn by aircraft 
of ten years and over in age. This is 
apparently being done as the aircraft have 
corrosion checks etc, but clearly the old 
system is going to survive many months. 
HH-43F 024536 gave evidence of this, the 
’43 looking as it has done before but now 
having an up-rated engine. 

Hunters in RAF markings have now 
been around for eighteen years, but time 
must be starting to run out on them des- 
pite the recent formation of 45 Squadron. 
XG161, a Mk 6 of 234 Squadron, was at 
Mildenhall with ‘55’ in black on a yellow 
fin disc. On her nosewheel door ‘55’ 
appeared in 7) inch black numbers. The 
squadron marking on the nose was out- 
lined by a 1 inch wide band, whilst the 
white disc carrying a black lion motif had 
a 1 inch wide blue outline. The red dia- 
monds in the squadron marking have 2) 
inch sides, and the overall depth of the 
marking was 8i inches. This machine had 
glossy camouflage and Type D roundels. 
Also from 229 OCU, but in the white and 
red markings of 79 Squadron, was another 
Hunter F 6 XF439 with 26 on her yellow 
fin discs. Although wearing glossy finish 
she had blue and red roundels in the 
standard six positions. All serials were 
black. 

Both Harriers displayed were from the 
Harrier OCU whose name appeared in 


white on the sides of the noses around a 
yellowish grasshopper. Roundels were 
blue and red, ‘57’ on the fin of XV757 
being in red outlined yellow. ‘62’ was 
similarly applied to XV762. 

From the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
had come an NF-5B K-4023 of 316 
Squadron. It had dark grey/dark green 
finish with light grey under sides. The 
serial appeared on the nose and fin in 
black, and upon the latter was a yellow disc 
carrying the squadron’s black bird motif. 
The .serial was also applied in white directly 
above the jet tail pipes. 

The Belgian Air Force provided two 
Mirage VBD two seaters of No 8 Squad- 
ron both wearing two-tone grecn-tan/very 
pale grey camouflage with the unit’s blue 
and white marking on the base of the fin 
on both its sides. N206 had BD06 on its 
nose, both markings in pale grey. 

Attracting much interest was a Lockheed 
P-3C-10-LO c/n 5501 US Navy Bureau 
serial 156507. It hailed from the detach- 
ment of VP-49 presently at Keflavik and 
was wearing the usual light grey US Navy 
scheme with white fuselage top. Like the 
USAF, the Navy employs a variety of 
blacks — very matt, slightly matt, glossy, 
high gloss etc. Before making an accurate 
model of any US Navy aircraft one should 
ideally check the finish of the black on the 
real aircraft. On her fin 507 had a very 
large and colourful glove and bird marking 
and ‘LP’ in black partly outlined white, 
like the ‘31’ on the nose. Spinners were 
black, and the silver propeller blades were 
tipped white-red-white. Rather surprisingly 
Continued on page 390 


Mirage VBD No 204 
of the Belgian Air 
Force. 


March 1973 
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E5 books for modellers 


I Reference material and modelling 

advice — all in one book! 


Now everyone can make a showpiece 
model of this outstanding fighter 


Classic Aircraft, Their History 
and How To Model Them 


No 1 —Spitfire 

By Roy Cross and Gerald Scarborough 

Covering the Marks I to V, this book begins 
with the early history of the Spitfire, its 
design and early development, and then 
shows how the basic 1 : 24 scale Airfix kit of 
the aircraft can be turned into a magnificent 
museum-quality replica. Published in asso- 
ciation with Airfix Products Ltd. 104 pp, 
9J''x7i", 211 illusts, case bound. 

£1.50 net, plus 14p post. 


Classic Aircraft, Their History 
and How To Model Them 


No 2— Bf 109 

By Roy Cross and Gerald Scarborough 
in collaboration with Hans J. Ebert 


This book, which concentrates on the Bf 109 
versions B-E, begins with the early technical 
history of the aircraft, and then explains how 
to detail the Airfix 1 ; 24 scale kit. Published in 
association with Airfix Products Ltd. 112 pp, 
Oi'x Tf", over 200 illusts, case bound. 

£1.60 net, plus 14p post. 


Famous modelling books in the ‘How To Go’ series 







Airfix Magazine Annual 
for Modellers 1973 

Edited by Chris Ellis 

This latest annual will be even more popular 
than the first one especially as it is 5p 
cheaper. Written by expert Airflx Magazine 
contributors, it covers many aspects of 
plastic modelling from outdoor model 
railways to modelling the Italian Army in the 
desert. Published in association with Airfix 
Products Ltd. 96 pp, 9j'x Ti", 296 photos and 
I drawings, case bound. 

. £1.20 net, plus 14p post. 


Bombing Colours 

British Bomber Camouflage and 
Markings, 1914-1937 
By Bruce Robertson 
Based on a successful series of articles in 
Airfix Magazine, this highly detailed book 
describes the camouflage and markings of 
such famous British bombers as the DH4, 
DH9, Hyderabad, Hinaidi and Sidestrand. 
Written by a regular contributor to the maga- 
zine, there are eight fact-packed appendices, 
176 pp, Si'xSi', 100 photos and 29 drawings, 
case bound. 

£2.40 net, plus 14p post. 


I Order your new Annual now 


If you enjoyed the articles you 
will certainly want to buy the book 


How T o Go 
Plastic Modelling 


By Chris Ellis 


This invaluable book is an essential com- 
panion volume to Chris Ellis' popular book 
for beginners. Will be enjoyed by modellers 
all over the world. Goes deeply into assem- 
bly, construction and conversion of many 
different types of plastic models. 192 pp, 87 ' 

X 5i', 100 pictures, 68 drawings, case bound. 1 
£2.00 net, plus 14p post. 


The second edition of a standard work on 
plastic modelling. Covers such topics as: 
basic assembly, detailing, converting, model- 
ling materials, tools, painting, transfers, 
markings, research, display, maintenance 
and scenic settings. 168 pp, 8i'’x5i‘',79 pic- 
tures, 7 pp of scale drawings, case bound. 
£1.50 net, plus 14p post. 


How To Go Collecting 
Model Soldiers 

By Henry Harris 

An acknowledged military expert explains 
how to make the most of your collection. 
This book covers choice of scales, displaying 
models, developing 'themes’, and conversion 
ideas, as well as surveying the history of the 
different arms. Gives advice on how to plan a 
model army and how to amass the men and 
materials for a serious collection. 200 pp, 
S^'xSj", 71 photographs, case bound. 

£2.00 net, plus 14p post. 




How To Go Advanced 
Plastic Modelling 


Edited by Chris Ellis 


How To Go 
Railway Modelling 


By Norman Simmons 


The latest book in the 'How To Go' series 
covers layout planning and building, electri- 
cal wiring, track laying, vehicles, scenery and 
operation, with numerous illustrations. 
Written by an expert contributor to Airfix 
Magazine, it includes lists of clubs, maga- 
zines, manufacturers, model locomotives 
and stockists. 216 pp, 8i''x5i". m photos, 
over 100 drawings, case bound. 

£2.60 net, plus 14p post. 
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En BOOKS FOR MODELLERS 


An acknowledged expert explains the 
secrets behind an age-old craft 


T 



Modelling Ships in Bottles 

By Jack Needham 

with a foreword by Alan Villiers 

A lively new book on building and displaying 
small models of sailing ships in bottles. 
Covers all the main aspects of the hobby, 
from materials needed to modelling the 
Herzogin Cecilie. 'The most comprehensive, 
thorough and clear exposition of that skill 
which I have seen.'— Alan Villiers. 64 pp, 
9i'x7i', over 65 photos and drawings, case 
bound. 

£1.40 net, plus 14p post. 


A new series for warship enthusiasts 


Warship Monographs 

No 1 — Invincible Class 

By John A. Roberts 

No 2 — Queen Elizabeth A' I 
Class 

By John Campbell u j 1 ^ 

A Conway Maritime Press series '■ - 

This series, intended for both the model-maker and the naval enthu- 
siast, is the first to study famous British warships in their class. The 
emphasis is on design and service. Many illustrations and plans. Each 
64 pp, 7i'x9J', case bound. 

£1.50 net each, plus 14p each post. 


IMPORTANT! You can’t 
afford to miss WE Inc’s 
splendid military books 


A selection of titles from their list : 

The Fighting Tanks 1916-1933 — £4.40 net, plus 25p post. 

German Aircraft Guns WWI-WWII— £4.40 net, plus 25p 
post. 

German Army and Navy Uniforms and Insignia, 1871- 
1918— £4.40 net, plus 25p post. 

German Military Uniforms and Insignia 1933-1945— 

£3.80 net, plus 21 p post. 

German Submachine Guns and Assault Rifles of 
World War II — £2.80 net, plus 25p post. 

German Tank and Anti-tank— £4.80 net, plus 25p post. 

Japanese Combat Weapons of the Second World War 
—£3.80 net, plus 25p post. 

Navy Uniforms, Insignia and Warships of WWII— 

£4.80 net, plus 25p post. 

Secret Weapons of the Third Reich— £4.40 net, plus 
21 p post. 

Tanks and Armored Vehicles 1900-1945— £6.20 net, 
plus 25p post. 

Send for free leaflet giving more information about 

these books. 


Ship modellers: this is YOUR book 





How to 
order 


Waterline Ship Models 

By John Bowen i 

A Conway Maritime Press book | 

This book concentrates on the miniature i 
ship model in one inch to lOOfeet scale. Sub- 
jects covered include sources of information, , 
tools, materials, paints, construction, hulls, 
superstructures, fittings, funnels, lifeboats, 
and masts and derricks. Also contains 15 > 
scale plans of vessels such as the Maure- I 
tania. Empress of Canada and HMS Hood. | 
128 pp, 10"x 8 ", 58 Illusts, case bound. j 

£3.60 net, plus 21 p post. , 


To: Patrick Stephens Ltd, 9 Ely Place, London ECIN 6SO 
Please supply me with the following books: 


Just the book for AFV enthusiasts 


Tank Data 3 

By Harold E. Johnson 
A WE Inc book 

A companion volume to Tank Data 1 and 2, 
this latest book lists 61 tanks, armoured cars 
and self-propelled artillery dating from the 
First World War to the present day. Data 
such as weight, dimensions, transmission 
and armament are given. Countries covered: 
USA. UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Russia and Switzerland. 216 pp, 
11'x 8 t', 346 illusts, case bound. 

£4.80 net, plus 25p post. 



PSL books arc published by 
Patrick Stephens Ltd, 9 Ely 
Place, London ECIN 6SQ (Tel: 
01-405 2297). Use this order 
coupon to obtain your copies— 
post it to PSL or hand it to your 
bookseller or model shop. 
(Send for free descriptive 
leaflets if not convinced!) If you 
prefernot to cut your magazine, 
order on a piece of notepapcr. 


OR: YOUR BOOKSELLER OR MODEL SHOP 
£ P 


I enclose my remittance of £ (including postage) 


TOTAL £ 


(Block caps please) (A3, 73) 
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she was open for inspection, although the 
various crew stations were mostly under 
wraps. It was possible, though, to see the 
teleprinter through which coded messages 
pass to interested parties during missions. 

When one mentions reserve forces in 
Britain one is apt to think back to the 
grand days of the RAuxAF (well recorded, 
incidentally, in Leslie Hunt’s new book, 
reviewed in January) and it comes hard to 
think of a reserve formation flying anything 
like a C-141. But this was the case with 
C-141A-LM 65-9401 at Mildenhall. Al- 
though she carried the legend and badges 
of the 436th MAW based at Dover AFB, 
Delaware, she was actually in the hands of 
a crew of the 912 MAG an Air Force 
Reserve unit. The 436th has no aircraft, 
incidentally, it merely supplies crews for 
them. This machine carried tail badges of 
both the 436th and 912th. 

C-117D 17171 finished in white, grey 
and silver has long been a Mildenhall 
resident. She was built as a C-47A-10-DK 
42-92722/c/n 12554, transferred to the US 
Navy as a R4D-5 with the new serial 
17171, taken off charge 17.2.44, re-built as 
a C-117D then re-named an R4D-8 and 
has been at the Mildenhall Navy Air Facility 
unit since 1967. Standing by her was 
an immaculate VT-29B, 51-7899, in an 
unusual scheme. She had a white fuselage 
top and grey fuselage and wings. Along 
her fuselage side was a broad silver band. 
She had a black nose tip and anti-dazzle 
area and a very dark blue cheat line. 
‘united states air force’ appeared along 
the fuselage roof in a very unusual styic. 
Operated by the 513th TAW, based at 
Mildenhall, ’899 is used for VIP work and 
has replaced the VC-47, The machine has 
been in Europe since at least 1953, and at 
one time was used as a VIP aircraft by the 
3rd Air Force. 

One of the C-130Es of the temporarily 
resident 463rd TAW (home base Dyess 


AFB, Texas) was on show. In the usual 
green-tan-grey finish this, like the machine 
at Bentwaters described in the September 
1972 issue, had a heavily scalloped ending 
to her camouflage and had DB on her fin, 
with ^3*^ 867 her full serial being 
63-7867. 

As seems so often the case, aircraft 
parked well away from show areas prove 
of impelling interest. A Boeing 707 — 
possibly a NC-135A 0-53131 — could be 
seen to have small windows in her fuselage 
and a small radome at her rear, and pos- 
sibly came from Patrick AFB, Florida. 
Nearer was a C-130G 151888/HL of VQ-4 
Squadron based at Rota, Spain, and used 
in support of the Polaris facility there. Her 
finish was silver with white top, and on 
her fin she had the HL coding in black. 

Thus then, a selection of markings from 
the recent scene. Clearly things are, as 
often, in a state of flux. There is the slow 
introduction of the new blue and red 
roundels onto all types of RAF aircraft, 
and the equally slow application of matt 
finishes to operational types. This last year 
has seen the slow removal of the very 
attractive USAF squadron badges and, 
maybe by the next Armed Forces Day, 
they will be a memory — although they do 
seem to be dying slowly. USAF unit/- 
station fin identity letters, too, seem to 
have taken a long time to change to the 
new system. Equally, RAF trainer mark- 
ings are still far from standardised. There 
are still Chipmunks in silver/dayglo, light 
grey/red dayglo and grey-red-black-white 
schemes which are all still visible on 
Varsties. Extension of camouflage on 
NATO aircraft has been much in evidence 
this year, and the Royal Netherlands Air 
Force began camouflaging its Troopships 
in August starting with the famous C-1. 
It will be interesting to see whether 
squadron badges are removed from NATO 
aircraft after the American pattern. Next 
year’s markings, as ever, will be interesting 
to view. □ 


first 

principles 

Bruce Quarrie 

SCALE IS A matter which many of our 
readers seem to find rather confusing, 
perhaps understandably, thanks to the 
multiplicity of different scale models 
available and the different notations used 
by different manufacturers. Basically, a 
scale (eg 1:72, 1 72 or 72nd, to show 
the three most common ways of express- 
ing it) is a description of the size ratio 
between the model and the real thing. 
Thus, a 1 :72 scale model is, in fractions, 
7-0 the size of the prototype. Looked at 
another way, one inch (or mm or ft) on the 
model represents 72 inches (or mm or ft) 
on the real thing. Thus one inch on a 
1 :72 model equals six feet on the proto- 
type. Similarly, a 1:35 scale model is 
the size of the prototype with one inch 
on the model representing 35 inches on 
the real thing. And so on. 

There are a number of common scales 
and some not so common. The best 
known of them all is undoubtedly 1 : 72, 
and the majority of aircraft kits from 
Airfix, Frog, Revell, Heller, Fujimi and 
others are to this scale, although occa- 
sionally one of them blunders and pro- 
duces a model which is slightly over or 
under .scale (eg 1:71 or 1 :73). Normally 
this is not apparent to the eye and need 
not concern you. 

The next most popular scale, embrac- 
ing a number of aircraft and tank kits, 
is 1:48 (1/48, 48th or ‘Quarter-scale’). 
A fairly large number of kits are avail- 
able in this scale, but the range is 
obviously more limited than 1:72. A 
couple of manufacturers produce kits in 
1 ;50 scale, which is visually compatible 
with 1 :48 — in other words, you can mix 
models of both these scales in your col- 
lection and won’t notice anything wrong 
unless you take a ruler to them. 

Gradually becoming more popular with 
the release of more aircraft kits in this 
large size, 1:32 is the third best-known 
scale. It corresponds to Gauge 1 in model 
railways or to the 54 mm scale (see 
below) used by model soldier manufac- 
turers. A number of aircraft and tank 
kits are available in this scale. 

1:35 is a new scale introduced by 
Tamiya for their AFV kits. It is not 
visually compatible with 1 :32 and 54 mm 
model soldiers, but the range is growing 
so rapidly that the necessity of mixing 
scales should not arise. 

1:76 is the most popular scale for 
‘wargames’ size AFV kits manufactured 
by Airfix and Fujimi. It corresponds with 
00 Gauge model railways and is usually 
visually compatible with 1 : 72. The 
Airfix ‘Trackside’ series of buildings are 
also to this scale. 


Left Northrop NF-5B 
/f-4023 of the Royal 
Netherlands Air 
Force. Below C-141 A 
59401 wears two unit 
badges on her fin. 




1:86 corresponds to Continental HO 
gauge. The largest range of models in 
this scale are the Minitanks used by many 
wargamers. Not compatible with 1:76. 
(NB there are a few models in 1:90 scale 
which is compatible.) 

1:96 is a scale used on a few older 
kits, not widely seen today, and not com- 
patible with anything else really, although 
you could probably get away with mixing 
it with 1:100 scale. 1 :100 is a relatively 
new scale introduced by Tamiya in a 
range of aircraft kits and also used by 
East German manufacturers. 

1 : 144 scale was introduced by Airfix 
for their Skyking range of airliner models 
and has been copied by some Japanese 
manufacturers. However, outside the 
Airfix range there is no uniformity, some 
kits called 1:144 being noticeably bigger 
or smaller ; equally there are some (eg 
the Nitto Tu 144) which is described as 
being 1:132 scale but is in fact practic- 
ally 1:144. The only way to be sure is to 
take a ruler to your model! 

1 :200 is a brand-new scale introduced 
by Skytrex for their range of miniature 
tanks for wargamers. The range available 
at the present time is very limited but 
should grow fairly rapidly. The original 
mini-minitanks produced by Leicester, Kirk 
and Minifigs are to 1 ;285 or 1 :300 scale. 
A wide range of vehicles, a growing range 
of aircraft, and a number of scenic 
accessories are now available. 

1 : 600. 1 : 700 : the tw o most common 
scales for warships from Airfix, Tamiya 
and others. Unfortunately, there is little 
standardisation of scales outside the 
ranges produced by these two firms, and 
many manufacturers do not even print a 
scale on the box. Some kits produced by 
Revell are 1 : 720, w hich is compatible 
with 1 :700. The best way to assemble a 
collection which is compatible is to watch 
the reviews of new warship kits in the 
modelling press and see what they say 
about the scale. 


Other ship scales are 1 :1200 and 1 :3000, 
both used by Skytrex in their large range of 
Napoleonic, ACW, pre-Dreadnought and 
First World War ships designed for naval 
wargames. 

Going back up the ‘scale’ to the really 
large kits, 1 :24 was introduced by Airfix 
for their new series of Classic Aircraft 
kits, which currently includes a Spitfire, 
Messerschmitt Bf 109 and P-51 Mustang. 
1:25 and 1:21 are odd scales favoured 
by Tamiya for their ‘super’ tank kits ; 

1 : 24 and 1 : 25 are visually compatible. 
Similarly, a number of car and motor- 
cycle kits are produced to even larger 
scales, such as 1:16, 1:12, 1:8 and 1 :6. 

Moving outside plastics, there are a 
number of die-cast models produced in 
odd scales such as 1:43 and 1 :45, which 
matches 0 gauge in railway terms. A good 
example is the Solido range of tanks. 
Most die-cast models are not produced 
to a constant scale however (eg Dinky 
and Corgi) but to a common ‘size’ and 
price range. Once again, if there is a 
particular die-cast model you like and 
you want to know if it will fit in with 
your plastic kit collection, you will have 
to find the dimensions of the real vehicle, 
measure up the model and work out its 
scale. 

Model soldiers are a class of their own 
and the names of the scales bear little 
resemblance to those given for other 
types of model. The reasons for the 
model soldier scales date back to when 
Britains started making their old lead 
soldiers : these were 2i inches tall and 
represented an ‘average’ man 5 feet 
9 inches in height. 

This translates to 54 mm in height less 
headgear. Similarly, 30 mm means a 
figure 30 mm tall from the bottom of his 
feet to the top of his head ; 25 mm equals 
25 mm tall, and so on. 

Without going into it all too deeply, 
basically a 54 mm figure is usually com- 



Probably the world's t wo most popular plastic 
kits, the Spitfire and Messerschmitt Bf 109. 
Over 15 different models are available of the 
Spitfire alone in sizes varying from 1 :300 
to the huge Airfix 1 :24 scale as illustrated 
here. 


patible with 1 :32 scale models, a 30 mm 
figure with 1:56 scale (!), 25 mm with 
about 1 : 72 scale (00) and 20 mm with 
1 :86 scale (HO). There are other figure 
ranges including ‘Series 77’ which is 
about 1 :24 scale, 90 mm which is just 
over 1:19 scale and, at the other end, 
the new 5 mm and 15 mm ranges which 
are approximately 1 :360 and 1:120 scale. 

In a nutshell, that is it. So next time 
you want to buy a kit and are not sure 
of the scale, measure some obvious com- 
ponent (eg the wingspan) with a ruler. 
Say it comes, for example, to eight 
inches, and you know the wingspan of 
the real aircraft was 48 feet. One inch on 
the model obviously corresponds to six 
feet on the real aircraft, so the scale 
must be 1 :72. Easy, isn’t it? □ 


Scales drawn to scale 

Each column represents six feet in the 
appropriate scale, well illustrating 
the considerable difference between 1 :32 
and 1 :35 or 1 :72 and 1 :86, for example. 


1 :24 


1 :32 


1 :35 


1 :40 


1 :48 


1 :72 
( 00 ) 


1 :76 


1 :86 
(HO) 


1 :100 



1 :144 


1 :300 


1:600 1:1200 
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IPMS 

National 

Championship 

Report by Bruce Quarrie 

THE IPMS NATIONAL Championships have 
been and gone again, leaving us with 
another year in which to work out why oiir 
prize model didn’t win and try again. 
The meeting was held in the FalstafT 
Restaurant in the City of London on 
December 9 1972 and was very well 
attended by modellers from all over the 
country. In fact so many people turned 
up that visitors were practically standing 
on each other’s heads to see the dozens of 
fine models on display. Unfortunately the 
display facilities were not as one might 
have hoped and models were rather 
crammed together on the tables, making 
the judges’ task even harder than usual. 

Following current IPMS policy, models 
entered had to be constructed entirely of 
plastic (except in the case of kits where 
another material is provided) or, in the 
case of scratch-built models or modified 
kits, where it would be reasonable to 
suppose that other material would be 
provided if such a kit existed. These rules 
do not permit the use of wood or metal in 
a competition entry which is perhaps 
rather silly since the ruling can force a 
modeller into extremely complicated 
modelling processes when a suitably 
carved piece of balsa would have done the 
job just as well with half the effort. Still, 
it is the International Plastic Modeller’s 
Society so one cannot grumble too much. 

Entries in most classes were of a very 
high standard, although surprisingly there 
was not a particularly good turnout by 
AFV modellers this year: perhaps all the 
best models were carefully being hoarded 
for the Model Engineer Exhibition? 

There were two competition categories 
in each class, the first being for an un- 
modified kit in its ‘out of the box’ form (K); 
the second category being for modified 
kits (M). 

At the end of the day the National 
Champion 1972 emerged as Birmingham 
modeller Anthony Buckley, whose superb 
model of the French 120 gun ship Royal 
Louis richly deserved to win. The John 
Edwards Memorial Trophy was awarded 
to C. A. C. Pearson of Hendon for his 
Airfix 1 :24 scale Spitfire: the trophy being 
presented by Mr John Gray. Managing 
Director of Airfix Products Limited. The 
Tony Woollett Trophy for the ‘most 
realistic multi-wing aircraft, any scale’ 
was awarded to V. P. Cook of Swindon 
for his excellent 1909 Avro Triplane, and 
the Alfa Romeo Trophy, presented by 
Les Bouts Motors for the best model of 
an AR car, went to Keith Williams of 
Horsham for his Type 158. 

Other competition winners were as 
follows: Class A (Kit) and Class A 
(Modified) — aircraft smaller than 1:110 
scale — both went to C. B. Hall of Bourn 
for his Boeing 737 and 727 models re- 
spectively. Class B (K) — aircraft between 
1:109 and 1:85 scale — was won by 
B. C. French of Swanscombe with his 
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Westland Sea King; there was no Class 
B (M) prizewinner. Class C (K) — aircraft 
between 1 :84 and 1 :60 scale — went to 
Norman Whitcomb of London for his 
Albatross Dill, while Class C (M) was 
won by Tony Woollett with yet another 
magnificent ‘oldie’, a Short Scylla. Class 
D (K) — aircraft between 1 :59 and 1 :45 
scale — was won by L. Coakley of Dun- 
nington for his B-26C Mitchell; D (M) 
by ‘Mac’ Kennaugh of Leamington Spa 
for his Fw 190D-9. Class E (K) — aircraft 
larger than 1 :45 scale — went to P. Starkings 
of Leeds for his Grumman F3F-2, while 
Tony Woollett claimed his second prize 
in the modified category for his DH 83 
Fox Moth. Class F (K)— military equip- 
ment larger than 1 :30 scale — went to 
someone who is better known to Airfix 
Magazine readers for his aircraft, Bryan 
Philpott, with a 1:9 scale BMW R75 
motor cycle combination. F (M) was won 
by J. Bull of Orpington with a Chieftain 
Mk 11. Class G (K)— military equipment 
between 1 :30 and 1 :49 scale — was won by 
B. Guest of Stourbridge with a PzKpfw 
III, G (M) by W. D. Collier of Orpington 
with an A7V Sturmpanzer. Class H (K) — 
military miniatures less than 1 :50 scale — 
was won by Norman Stone of Leicester 
with an Airfix Crusader; H (M) by 
D. Blower of Erdington also with a 
Crusader. Class 1 (K)— motor vehicles 
larger than 1 :29 scale — went to D. C. 
Patrick of Well End with his Lola T70; 

I (M) to R. Priest of Leamington Spa for 
his Lotus 49B. Class J (K) — motor vehicles 
1 :30 scale and smaller — was won by Ted 
Taylor of London with an Airfix ‘B’ 
Type bus; J (M) by D. Waugh of Redditch 
for his ‘charabanc’. 

Classes K to U (excluding P, Q and R 
which were left vacant in case of last 
minute entries not fitting any of the other 
classifications) included both ‘straight 
from the box’ and modified kits, so there 
was only one winner in each of these 
classes. 

K — hot rods and dragsters, any scale — 
Kit Spackman of Derby with his replica 
of Tommy Ivo’s Dragster. L — figures up 
to 54 mm (or 1 :32) scale — S. Barnett of 
Asplet with a Gothic warrior of 410 AD. 
M — figures larger than 54 mm scale — 
P. Staines of Leicester with his ATS 
Subaltern. N — ships, sail, any scale — Tony 
Buckley (National Champion) — with his 
Royal Louis. O — ships, non-sail, any 
scale — Ted Taylor again, this time with a 
Tamiya Perkasa MTB. S — miscellaneous — 
R. Newton of Hadesowen with a Fowler 
Wagon. T — Junior, non-aircraft, any scale 
— S. Barnett of Nottingham with his lovely 
military figurine representing a Sassanid 
Persian Clibanatii: this model also won the 
National Junior Championship for its 
proud owner. U — Junior aircraft, any 
scale — T. Bourke of Cricklewood with a 
GA Gotspur 11. 

Finally, the diorama classes: Figure 
diorama — M. T. Moore of Bromley; 
Ship diorama — R. D. Hale of Ilford; and 
Aircraft diorama — G. R. Fraser of Car- 
terton. 

There is not room here to mention all the 
other entrants who received commenda- 
tions — but if there was a prize for the 
entrant winning the most prizes it must 
surely have gone to Tony Woollett who 
received no less than four commendations 
on top of his two prizes! ‘Mac’ Kennaugh 
followed close on his heels with three 
commendations to his win. Well done all 
concerned, especially Bob Jones and the 
other organisers who made the day such 
an enjoyable one. □ 



The completed gun team on their base. 


PART OF THE reason for the virtual deadlock 
which existed for more than three years on 
the Western Front during the First World 
War was the fact that at this period in 
military history, defence, in modern armies 
at any rate, had established a definite 
superiority over attack. Immensely sophi- 
sticated artillery, co-operation with front 
line infantry, elaborate trench and strong- 
point systems, skilful use of machine-guns, 
and the prodigal expenditure of vast 
amounts of ammunition, made the task 
of an attacking force almost impossible. 
Intense artillery bombardment as the 
prelude to an attack seldom achieved 
its object, since as soon as the barrage 
lifted in order for an assault to go in, up 
would come the defenders from their deep 
dug-outs and shelters that few shells were 
powerful enough to penetrate, machine- 
guns would quickly be set up, and their 
fire would decimate the attacking troops, 
who, having struggled over shell-torn 
terrain through defensive artillery fire, 
would probably just be attempting to pass 
through the maze of barbed-wire entangle- 
ments in front of their objectives. 

Even if the front-line on either side 
happened to be captured, the trench 
systems were so organised in depth that 
the defenders could fall back to several 
more lines, each as difficult to assault 
as the first. The defence also had the 
advantage in that supplies of ammunition 
and food were readily to hand, whilst 
everything that the attackers required had 
either to be carried on the backs of the 
assault troops themselves, or else brought 
up with infinite labour over the nightmare 
of shell-holes, mud. and general destruction 
caused by the gun-fire of both sides. It 
took several years for the armies to break 
out of this deadlock, whilst in the mean- 
time the struggle continued with literally 
thousands of men paying with their lives 
for the gain of a few paltry yards of 
territory, to say nothing of the constant 
streams of maimed and wounded. 

Among the many difficulties attendant 
upon the planning and execution of a 
successful assault was the problem of 
ensuring that once the attacking forces had 
taken the enemy’s front-line, they had 
sufficient supplies, ammunition, and fire- 
power to consolidate their position until 
support could be brought up, and to resist 
the inevitable counter-attacks which would 
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First Worl(d War British Lewis 


be made to dislodge them before such 
support could be received. Here again 
much complicated work in the way of 
supporting-fire, signals, emergency bar- 
rages and the like was accomplished with 
the artillery, but the men on the ground 
needed firepower that they could themselves 
quickly bring to bear on enemy targets 
as soon as they occurred, and which 
could be produced by weapons that they 
could actually carry with them in the 
initial assault. 

Machine-guns were the obvious solution 
to this problem of immediate and effective 
firepower, but in most armies they tended 
to be somewhat cumbersome, were 


Roy Dilley 

model 

soldiers 

gun team 

operated by specially trained men, and 
could not be used to the best advantage 
if these men were killed or wounded, 
since replacements were not easily to be 
found. In consequence these specialist 
machine-gunners and guns tended to be 
augmented by light machine-guns. These 
were in effect automatic rifles, in the use 
of which the great bulk of ordinary 
infantry soldiers had been trained. These 
light machine-guns were allocated to 
standard infantry formations, went in with 
the assault troops, could for the most part 
be carried and operated by one man if 
necessary, and provided instant automatic 
fire when required. Of course they never 



Left and below three 
views of Roy Dilley' s 
converted figures with 
the Hinchlifl'e Lewis 
gun on a diorama 
base, which has been 
constructed using fine 
sand, scenic colouring 
and small stone chips 
from the garden. The 
bottoms of the shell 
holes are painted 
darker than the rest 
of the base and thickly 
coated with semi-matt 
varnish to simulate 
puddles of water. 


replaced, nor indeed were intended to 
replace, the machine-gun proper, with 
its greater effective range and sustained 
fire, but so effective did they quickly 
become, that infantry organisation was 
more and more centred upon their use 
and support. This practice became firmly 
established before the end of the Great 
War, formed the basis of infantry tactics 
between the wars, continued during the 
conflict of 1939-45, and in fact has survived 
as the central point of the infantry practice 
of the present day. 

One of the most effective of the light 
machine-guns adopted by the Allied 
Armies was the Lewis Gun. This weapon 
had been devised by Lieut Colonel 
Lewis of the US Army, an artillery officer, 
and was originally conceived for use as an 
aeroplane armament, successful tests 
having been carried out with it in this role 
as early as 1912, without however any 
positive reaction from the US Board of 
Ordnance and Fortifications. Lewis 
promptly took his guns — he had four made 
for testing by the US Army — to Europe, 
where he was much more enthusiastically 
received, factories to manufacture the 
weapons being set up initially at Liege in 
Belgium, and later at the works of the 
BSA Company in Birmingham, England. 

Demonstrations and tests aroused the 
enthusiasm of even the traditionally 
conservative officers of the British Army, 
and practically the entire manufacturing 
capacity of BSA’s plant was devoted to the 
production of Lewis guns. The British 
Army adopted the weapon as its first light 
machine-gun, and many thousands were 
manufactured to serve w'ith ground troops 
and to equip aeroplanes of which the 
potential as fighting machines was be- 
coming realised. Remaining in first line 
service with the British Army until 
gradually superseded by the Bren gun 
during the late 1930s, the Lewis saw plenty 
of service with the regular forces in the 
Second World War. and also formed a 
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large percentage of the automatic weapon 
equipment of the Home Guard. 

Our models this month show a typical 
British Lewis gun team in action, and 
consists of the gunner and his ‘No 2’, 
who assists him in carrying, loading, and 
generally maintaining the gun in action. 
The gun model is the 1 :32 scale metal item 
produced by Hinchlifie Models, and 
readily obtainable from Hinchliffe agents 
in the UK. For readers in the US and 
Canada, a similarly excellent 1 ;32 scale 
model of the gun is made by H. R. Prod- 
ucts, 9232, Waukegan Road, Morton 
Grove, Illinois, USA. 

Figures for conversion have been taken 
from the Almark Japanese Infantry set, 
the Tamiya British Infantry kit, and odds 
and ends from the scrap box. 

Conversion 1 : the gunner 

Basic figure required is the Almark 
Japanese Infantryman lying with legs 



Fig 1 shape of water 
bottle. The wide strap 
with buckles passes 
right round the bottle. 

Fig 2 mess tin attached 
to rear straps of small 
pack (haversack). 

Fig 3 belt, showing 
ammunition pouch and 
alternative types of 
pistol holsters. 

Fig 4 bayonet, with 
entrenching tool handle 
strapped to the scab- 
bard. 

Fig 5 detail and dimen- 
sions to show 54 mm 
scale of Short Magazine 
Lee Enfield rifle. 

Fig 6 detail of am- 
munition pouches 


apart. 

Trim off all moulding marks and flash, 
then remove the head, left pouch, and rear 
pouch and haversacks. Carefully cut 
notches at the inner upper ends of the 
thighs, and draw the legs together, filling 
in any gaps with plastic putty or similar, 
sanding it smooth when completely dry. 
Select a suitable pair of arms from the 
sprue or spares-box, and cement them 
in position as if firing the gun. Reference 
to the photographs will show what is 
required, and the arms can be checked for 
position using the actual gun model. 

Next add a steel-helmeted head and 
small pack from the Tamiya set. These are 
actually 1 :35 scale, but look absolutely 
right on the Almark figures. Trim the 
water-bottle to shape (Fig 1), add a mess- 
tin in its cover, made from scrap, to the 
rear of the pack (Fig 2), and cut an 
entrenching tool in its cover from scrap 
sheet plastic, cementing it in place on the 
rear of the figure below the belt. Lewis- 
gunners carried a pistol as personal 
armament, usually bolstered on the left 
side of the belt, so this should be added, 
also from scrap (Fig 3). Carve the right- 
hand pouch to represent one for pistol 
ammunition. It merely remains to fix a 
bayonet and entrenching tool handle, 
made from plastic strip and rod (Fig 4) 
to the left hip, before attaching the figure 
to a temporary base for undercoating and 
painting. 







Conversion 2: the 'No 2' 

Basic figure required is the Almark 
crawling Japanese soldier. 

Again trim off all moulding marks and 
remove head and rear pouch, leaving the 
haversack in position on the left hip. 
Replace the head with another from the 
Tamiya Kit, and also add the pack, 
mess-tin, and entrenching tool. Sort out 
a couple of arms similar to those shown 
in the photographs, and cement them in 
place, with a spare Lewis-gun am- 
munition drum in the right hand and the 
left grasping a Short Lee-Enfield service 
rifle (Fig 5). Finally attach the entrenching 
tool handle, and the figure is ready for 
painting. Since it is in a lying position, 
pouch detail is not essential, and since 
British ammunition pouches of this period 
were quite complicated they are best not 
attempted unless the modeller is know- 
ledgeable on the subject. 

When painting has been completed. 


Ground-level view of 
the Lewis gun team 
in action. Barbed wire 
can he purchased 
ready-made from Sea- 
gull Models or con- 
structed from strands 
of hared fle.x. Stan- 
chions are simply 
paper dips straight- 
ened out then bent to 
the correct shape. 


(right side). A similar 
set of five pouches 
was worn on the left 
side of the belt. 

Fig 7 panniers for 
carrying Lewis gun 
magazines. Normally 
carried by the No 2 in 
action. 

Drawings by author. 







carefully epoxy the Lewis-gun in place on 
the figure. The little group can then be 
displayed effectively on a small dioramie 
base, say 5 inches x 4 inches, representing 
shell-torn ground with a few wire pickets 
and strands of barbed wire. Give scope to 
your imagination in the actual detail of the 
display stand, which could equally well be 
part of a ruined house, a shell-hole, etc. 

Painting details 

Helmets — Pale khaki or grey. 

Uniforms — Khaki drab. 

Equipment — Pale khaki, or khaki-green. 
Boots — Black, well ‘muddied’. 

Gun — Blue/black semi-gloss with brown 
stock and grip. □ 
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British International 
Toy Fair — Brighton 

Special report on what's new in the kit 
line for 1973 by Bruce Quarrie 


THE BRIGHTON TOY FAIR is traditionally the 
occasion when manufacturers take the 
wraps off all their new products and give 
us a foretaste of the delights to come in the 
new year. This year's show was no ex- 
ception and there are a large number of 
exciting developments in the plastic 
construction kit field. 

Beginning with Airfix, there are a num- 
ber of forthcoming releases in all the 
current Series, plus a brand new series of 
1:1200 scale waterline ship models for 
wargamers: first three models in this range 
will be the Bismarck, Hood and HMS 
Cossack. The kits will apparently be 
marketed in “battle sets’, allowing war- 
gamers to recreate the Bismarck chase, 
the Battles of the River Plate and the 
Atlantic etc. 

In the established 1 :600 ship kit range 
there will be a model of H MS Belfast as she 
appeared at the battle of North Cape, and 
a model of the Russian helicopter carrier 
Moskva. In the Classic Ships series there 
will be a kit of the French ship Saint Louis, 
built by the same shipyard which built the 
ill-fated IVasa, in 1626. 

In the 1 :72 scale aircraft range there will 
be a Cessna 0-1 Bird Dog (Series 1); 
Westland Gazelle (Series 2) and Westland 
Puma (Series 3); Martin Marauder and 
Douglas AC-47 Gunship (which will 
eventually replace the old DC-3 when 
stocks are exhausted); plus a Canberra 
B(I)6 B 20 (Series 5). 

The 1 :24 scale aircraft range will be 
expanded to include a Hurricane 1 and a 
Harrier GRl, the former should be 
available in the spring, the latter in the 
autumn. 

A Maserati Indy (Series 3) will be added 
to the cars range and, for motorcycle 
enthusiasts, a huge 1 :8 scale Honda 750 
Four will be produced. The 1 :76 scale 
vehicles range will be expanded to include 
a Matilda tank, the long awaited SAM 
missile carrier, and an RAF Recovery 
Set comprising a Bedford OX Queen Mary 
trailer and a Thorneycroft Amazon Coles 
Crane. The 1 :76 scale soft plastic vehicle 
range will have four new additions — a 
T-34, Sherman, Elefant and Hannomag 
with PAK anti-tank gun. 

A new idea from Airfix is a series of 
‘Battlefront’ kits, boxed sets of vehicles, 
figures and diorama bases for budding 
wargamers representing different forces at 
famous historical battles: the first four in 
this range will be German and Allied 
troops at El Alamein and at D-Day. Paints, 
a brush, a battle plan and historical notes 
will be included in each set. 


In the 1 :32 scale ‘soft plastic’ range there 
are sets of British infantry and French 
Guard Grenadiers of Waterloo vintage, a 
Cromwell tank and Hannomag half track, 
a Bamboo house for Far East combat 
situations and a Desert Outpost for 
Western Desert battles. For collectors of 
54 mm model soldiers there will be a 
French Old Guard Grenadier of 1815 and 
a Polish Lancer. Most of these items are 
described in the new Airfix catalogue, but 
as usual there will almost certainly be 
some additions to this list during the year. 
Frog had a good display at Brighton, and 
a large number of new aircraft kits will be 
on the market from this firm during the 
year. These include a Gloster Gladiator 
(Black Series); Sea Venom (Blue Series); 
Grumman Avenger and Fairey Swordfish 
(Red Series); Martin Maryland and BAC 
Jaguar (Green Series); NA Mitchell, 
Black Widow, Martin Marauder and 
Canberra B(I)8/12 (Orange Series); and a 
Neptune — all 1 :72 scale. 

Revell are rapidly expanding their 1 :32 
scale range of aircraft kits, and 1973 will 
see the release of a Beaufighter Mk I, 
Me llO-G-4, Luftwaffe Phantom RF-4E, 
Harrier, Typhoon IB, Kawasaki Ki 61 
‘Tony’ and Royal Naval Corsair II. Revell 
are also launching a new range of 1:144 
scale combat aircraft of the Second World 
War at 12p each — good pocket money 
value — which initially will comprise a 
Spitfire, Tempest, Typhoon, Hurricane, 
Bf 109, FW 190, Stuka, Me 262, Mustang, 
Thunderbolt, Corsair and Hellcat. If these 
sell well we are promised a further dozen 
kits before the end of the year. At first 
sight these tiny models are very appealing 
although detail is, of course, minimal. 
However, they could easily be improved 
and detailed to exhibition standard, and 
they are certainly going to solve many 
modellers’ storage problems! 

A. A. Hales Ltd, importers of many 
Japanese kits, had a mouth-watering 
display at the Toy Fair. From Fujimi we 
are promised a massive expansion to the 
current 1:76 AFV range which will 
eventually include a Flak 18 88mm gun 
complete with diorama base and crew 
figures; an M4 Sherman; Marder: Elefant; 
Italian M 13/40; Matilda; and Japanese 
Types 95 and 97 tanks. 

Hasegawa are also branching into the 1 :76 
scale AFV field with an initial range which 
will include a Willys jeep with American 
37 mm anti-tank gun; M2 ‘Long Tom’ 
artillery piece; Stuart, Lee and Grant 
tanks; an M3A1 half track and an M4AI 
with mortar. 


In 1 :48 scale there is a new range of 
Bandai kits which will include a Hetzer, 
Panther, BMW R75, Kubelwagen, 
Schwimmwagen, Opel ‘Maultier’, PzKpfw 
IV D, Tiger 1, Wespe and Hannomag, plus 
a 1 :24 scale King Tiger and Panther G. 
Bandai are also issuing a 1 :24 scale Zero 
and P-5 ID Mustang. 

From Eidai there is a range of 1 :72 
scale light aircraft including a Cessna 337, 
172, 172 with floats, and 0-2; Beechcraft 
Bonanza; and Aero Subaru. 

Nichimo have a Cessna Skyhawk and an 
Aero Subaru in massive 1 :20 scale, plus 
a motorised 1 :30 scale PzKpfw III Ausf E 
and Ausf M. 

LS will be issuing a number of 1 :72 scale 
Japanese aircraft, including Mitsubishi 
Ki 67 bomber, Ki 67 Torpedo bomber. 
Type 96 ‘Nell’ bomber and Type 96 Mk 23 
naval version; Ki 109 experimental 
interceptor, and L3M1 ‘Nippongo’ trans- 
port aircraft. 

.Aurora had very little on display apart from 
a magnificent new series of Knights of the 
Round Table — King Arthur, Sir Galahad, 
Sir Lancelot etc — made from a specially 
plated plastic which superbly simulates 
antique armour plate. 

Lesney, the ‘Matchbox’ people, have 
branched out into the plastic construction 
kit field with an initial range of ten 1 :72 
scale aircraft retailing at 23p each. These 
models are obviously designed with the 
younger modeller in mind and are moulded 
in twin-coloured polystyrene which, the 
makers claim, obviates the need for 
painting! Serious modellers will of course 
ignore this — who wants a Spitfire with 
green fuselage and brown wings? However, 
anyone providing the plastic modelling 
field with extra variety is to be welcomed, 
and these Lesney kits could well be turned 
into first class models with a little work. 
First ten releases are a Hawker Fury, 
Spitfire IX, Boeing P12E (our favourite). 
Zero, Dornier Alpha, FW 190, Westland 
Lysander, Gloster Gladiator, Huey Cobra 
and a Strikemaster. Decals for two iliflferent 
aircraft are provided in each kit. 

Humbrol have redesigned the packaging of 
many of their paints, and the ‘Authentic 
Colours’ scries will now be issued with 
much more detailed painting instructions 
listing types of aircraft or tanks which wore 
particular colours, when and how they 
were applied. Two new additions to their 
range of metallic colours will be very 
popular — bronze and a silver-grey colour 
called ‘Silver Fox’. In collaboration with 
Frog, Humbrol are also issuing a range of 
kit packs containing a model aircraft, 
a set of the appropriate authentic colours, 
decals and painting instructions. This is a 
very valuable idea since it will encourage 
younger modellers to paint their models 
instead of leaving them in their ‘natural’ 
state. Congratulations to all concerned. 

Obviously there is no space to review 
any of the above products in depth here, 
and indeed many of them will not be avail- 
able until much later in the year. However, 
we shall try to keep up with the kits as 
they become available and give you our 
usual full-scale reviews each month. 
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Tamiya: 1 :48 Harrier 

TO SAY THE least, this is a superb kit. Its 
accuracy is first-class and the only thing 
one could fault is the number and size 
of the small wing fences on the outer 
panels. These are too heavy and have to 
be whittled down with great care and 
the use of a sharp knife and file. 

Fit of the parts is excellent. Apart from 
glove-like precision they go together in 
a very logical manner, and although there 
was a small problem in getting the four 
jet orifices into the holes provided, the 
eventual result was most pleasing. The 
kit is without gimmicks unless you regard 
the removable panel behind the cockpit 
to show the engines in this category. In 
many cases removable panels have their 
own inherent difficulties in that they do 
not marry well with the rest of the fuse- 
lage, but not in the case of the Tamiya 
Harrier. The panel fits tightly, leaving 
only the normal lines associated with 
this sort of part and does not stick out 
‘like a sore thumb’ when the model is 
complete. Engine detail is simple but 
capable of being worked on both in addi- 
tional parts and in painting. 

The cockpit detail is excellent and the 
canopy can be made to slide. Correct 
detail here is noteworthy. Similarly, the 
moulding of the undercarriage is excel- 
lent. Parts are supplied so this can be 
constructed in either the raised or 
lowered position. The armament selection 
covers most lethal devices likely to be 
carried by a Harrier and the kit instruc- 
tions show how these can be assembled 
in the correct combinations so as not to 
produce a rather overloaded aircraft. 

Perhaps the best part of the kit, apart 
from the many other features, is the decal 


The Tamiya Harrier. 


sheet. Here, markings are provided for 
almost every type of Harrier yet pro- 
duced. All of the RAF squadrons 
equipped with the type, the Operation 
Conversion Unit, the manufacturer's 
trials aircraft and a Harrier supplied to 
the US Marine Corps, are featured in 
great detail. The decals have excellent 
adhesive qualities and their application 
is not unduly difficult (although time- 
consuming). 

Available at £1.99 plus 19p postage 
from Jones Bros of 56 Turnham Green 
Terrace, Chiswick, London W4, this is 
a kit not to be missed by any modern 
aircraft enthusiast. 

Revell: Santa Maria 

AS MENTIONED LAST month, this is the 
first of a series of detailed reviews of re- 
released ship kits from Revell, each of 
which has been examined by an expert 
ship modeller. The re-issued kit is a great 
improvement on the original 1 :112 scale 
kit, containing 40 rigging blocks and 
much more detailed rigging instructions. 
Colour indications are pretty minimal, 
but a lot of useful information can be 
obtained from the box top and sides. 
Matt paint should always be used. Going 
through the kit, however, there are a 
number of points in which improvement 
is called for. 

Drawing 1 — omit the gun barrels. 
Block up the gun ports in the hull halves 
19L and 19R with plastic card (Santa 
Maria carried only one cannon apart 
from the six falconettes). 

Drawing 3 — when the hull halves have 
been assembled, the whole hull below the 
waterline should be painted off-white. All 
raised strips on the hull, both horizontal 
and vertical, can be painted mid-brown 
or dull red. 


Drawing 6 — omit the rigging blocks 
(57) at each end of the foreyard. 

Drawing 9 — instal the bowsprit (35) on 
the foredeck at as shallow an angle as 
possible, resting it on top of the hull 
stern post and cementing it there. 

Drawing 10 — all the standing rigging 
should be blackened with Indian ink 
before installation, to simulate the tar 
coating. 

There are several other points of detail 
which will help. First, install the shrouds 
before the backstays and stays. Second, 
the fore shrouds (note 5 under drawing 
10) should be single-knotted around the 
mast where the two blocks (57) were tied 
on under drawing 6, not installed as 
d. awing lOB. Third, the main shrouds 
should be taken up through the slot in 
one .side of the crow’s nest floor (38). 
wrapped around the mainmast inside the 
crow’s nest, and led down through the 
other .slot in the floor, following 
the general pattern of drawing IOC. 
Fourth, the mizzen shrouds should be 
made of thin rope, not thick as suggested, 
and installed, like the fore shrouds, round 
where the two blocks (57) were earlier 
tied to the masthead. Fifth, install the two 
main backstays as shown in drawing 10, 
then the forestay as in note 1 under 
drawing 10, but run it from the top of 
the foremast to tie off round the bow- 
sprit just ahead of where the spritsail 
yard is tied on. Finally, install the other 
forestay and the main topstay as shown 
in the instructions, tying their upper ends 
over the shrouds and backstays already 
in place : the mainstay is put in last. 

Drawing 12 — the two blocks for the 
spritsail lifts should be tied, one each 
side, to the outer tip of the bowsprit, not 
to the stay as shown. The run of ropes 
remains basically the same, however. 

Drawing 13B — the foresail brace lines 
are wrong. Take the two rigging blocks 
saved from the ends of the foreyard and 
tie them side by side under the mainstay 
roughly level with the centre of the cross 
on the mainsail. Tie one end of an 18 
inch length of rope to one tip of the fore- 
yard, thread it down through one of the 
rigging blocks just installed, lead it for- 
ward under the mainstay and tie it off 
to the cleat at the foot of the foremast. 
Then repeat the process using the other 
end of the yard, the other block and the 
other cleat. 

Three further small details will add 
considerably to the accuracy of the rig : 
mizenyard — tie a rigging block (57) to 
the rear centre top rail of the crow’s nest. 
Tie a 15 inch length of thin rope to either 
cleat at the foot of the mainmast, thread 
it up through this block at the crow’s 
nest, lead it aft towards the mizenyard, 
and tie a rigging block (57) to its end; 
this rigging block should be i inch from 
the upper tip of the mizenyard. Tie a 
short length of thin rope to the outer tip 
of this yard, thread it forward through 
the block and tic it off on the mizzen- 
yard about + inch down from its starting 
point. The installation at this point 

Continued on page 398 
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PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS— ASSOCIATE MEMBER I.P.M.S. 


MODELDECAL DECALS 

Again available in the range: 

No. 3. Four alternative USAF finishes for the S. Sabre 
F-IOOD. 56-3000 "Triple Zilch". 20th T.F.W., U.K.. I960 
F-IOOD. 55-3712 "Pahokee Tiger", 307th T.F.S.. Vietnam. 1965 
F-IOOD. 55-3604, 416th T.F.S.. S. Vietnam, Summer. 1966 
F-IOOD. "Charlene”, 309th T.F.S., 5. Vietnam, circa 1968 
No. 10. USAF-S.E. Asia (I) 

RF-IOIC Voodoo. F-I05D. A-IH, EC-47N. All camouflaged 



(Above): FroftlHasegawa kit finished as F-IOOD 56-3000 "Triple Zilch", of the 20ch 
TFW, Weachersfield, U.K. circa I960. Markings from Set No. 3 


Also available in the Modeldecal range: 

No. 6: U.S. Navy (F4U-IA Corsair. VF-17: SB2C-3 Helldiver, VB-7: OS2U-3 
Kingfisher, NAS Pensacola). No. 8 USAF (Tail code letters, serials, "mini" 
insignia, etc.). No. 9: U.S. Navy lA-IJ Skyraider VA-176: A-7E Corsair. VA-195: 
SH:3A Sea King. HS-3). No. I I:F-I02A, 460th FIS, USAF; Harrier GR.I, 4 or 20 
Sqn., Sabre 6, 430 Sqn., RCAF and alternative RCAF Sabre fin emblems. No. 12: 
Phantom FGR.2. 17 Sqn., RAF; F-I04G. lOth F.B. Wing, Belgian A/F. and TAC 
Badges, No. 14: Royal Air Force (Sabre F.l. 234 Sqn., Vampire F.B. 5. 1 12 Sqn., 
and Chipmunk T.IO, 2 FTS.). No. 15: U.S.M.C. AV-8A Harrier, VMA-513. and 
U.S. Navy A-7E Corsair, VA-1 13 and F-4B Phantom, VF-1 1 1. No. 16: USAF-S.E. 
Asia (2): F-4E Phantom, 34TFS. 388TFW: 0-2A, 23 TASS: AC-47, 432TRW., and 
USMC OV-lOA Bronco, HML-267. No. 17: T-33. RCAF; F-35 Draken, 725 Sqn., 
Danish Air Force; Mosquito FB.VI, 4 Sqn.; RAF: A-4H Skyhawk, 805 Sqn., RAN 
and A-4K squadron markings for 75 Sqn., RNZAF and ‘Kiwi’ roundels. No. 18: 
Royal Navy — Post War: (Gannet 4 COD, Sea Hawk F.I., 898 Sqn., Wessex 
Mk. I., Ark Royal, and Avenger 6, 831 Sqn.). No. 19: German Air Force and Navy 
(RF-4E Phantom, AGS I or 52); F-84F Thunderstreak. Jabo 33; RF-84F Thunder- 
flash, AGS I ; and Marine Sea King Mk. 41. No. 20: H.S. Buccaneer S.2's, 800 and 
809 Sqns., F.A.A.; NF-5A Freedom Fighter, 314 or 315 Sqn., Dutch Air Force, 
and L-20A Beaver, 334 Sqn., Dutch Air Force. 

‘MODELDECAL’ style fully illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations 
and full colour scheme details, is included with all Modeldecal decals, and com- 
mencing with set No. 17, a selection of photographs is also included. 

ALL SETS ARE IN 1/72 SCALE AND 
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM MODELTOYS 


SET No 6 28p Postage on all decals: 

ALL OTHER SETS 38p “P ^ *P- * 

over lOp UK. 


OVERSEAS TRADERS. These superb decals are already stocked by traders in many countries, immediate 
supplies with full terms. Details on request. 


AIRCAM AVIATION BOOKS £1.35 each. Postage lOp each 

1. North American P-5ID Mustang 

2. P-47 Thunderbolt 

3. Mustangs Mks. I-IV 


4. Merlin eng ined Spitfires 

5. PS I B Mustang in USAAF service 

6. P-40 MV Kittyhawk 

7. P.40-N Warhawk 

8. Griffon eng. Spitfires Mks XII-24 

9. Spad VII and XIII Scouts 

10. P-38 Lightning 

1 1 . B-24 Liberator 

12. Avro Lancaster 

13. Nakajima Ki-43. Hayabusa l-lll 

14. F/RF-84F Thunderstreak 

15. B-I7B H Fortress 

16. Mitsubishi A6M Zero 

17. North American F-86A-L Sabre 

18. Nakajima Ki-27 Kate 

19. Grumman F6F-3/5 Hellcat 

20. Canadair Sabre Mk. I-IV 

21. Kawasaki Ki-6I/Ki.l00 Hien 

22. N.A.B.25C/H Mitchell 

23. Vought F4U 1/7 Corsair 

24. H. Hurricane l/IV 


25. Nakajima Ki-44 Shoki I/ll 

26. H. Hunter F.I/T.66 

27. Douglas A-4A/L Skyhawk 

28. D.H. Mosquito 

29. Nakajima Ki.84A/B Hayate 

31. Vought F-8 Crusader 

32. Kawasaki Ki48 (Lily) 

35. G3MI/2/3 “Nell’* Bomber 
37. EE (6AC) Lightning 

51. Battle of Britain Special 

52. Finnish Air Force 

53. Sharkmouth Vo*. I 

54. Sharkmouth Vol. II 

55. Czech Air Force 1918-1970 

56. Luftwaffe Vol I Colour Schemes and 
Markings 1935-45 

57. Aerobatic Teams 1950-1970, Vol. I 

58. Luftwaffe Vol. M Colour Schemes and 
Markings 

SIO. Luftwaffe Bomber Cam. & Markings 
1940, H.E.III, Ju.88. Oornier DOI 17 

512. Aerobatic Teams 1950-70 Vol. 2 

513. USAAF Heavy Bomb. Group 
(Liberators) 


CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS 
AVIATION BOOKS. 35p each 
USAAF Series 

13. BI7 Flying Fortress 

14. B-26 Marauder 

15. P-47 Thunderbolt 

16. P-SI & F.6 Mustang 

17. B-24 Liberator 

18. P.38 Lightning 

19. B-29 Superfortress 

R.A.F. Series. Nos. 2-12 30p each 

Post & Packing for C & M and Profiles: 
I copy 7p plus 2p each additional copy. 


DUCIMUS CLASSICS £1.25 each 
Junkers Ju.87 Stuka 
Republic Thunderbolt 
S. Spitfire. Postage lOp each 


PROFILE PUBLICATIONS 

244. Reggiane RE2(X)l-2-5 

245. B-52 Stratofortress 

246. Griffon Spitfires 

247. Martin B-57 and G.D.RB.57 

248. D.H. 9A (RAF: I9l8-30’s) 
PROFILE PRICES: 

Aircraft 205-235 35p 

No. 236 onwards 40p 

AFV Nos. 1-42 35p 

No. 43 onwards 40p 

Warship Profiles 50p 

Small Arms Profiles 40p 


HYLTON-LACEY 
Carrier Air Groups/ 

HMS Eagle £2.75 Post I5p 


HASEGAWA 

Curtiss SO C-3 Seagull 

1 72 

36p 

T-33 "Shooting Star’* 

172 

36p 

N.A. F-86F Sabre 

1/72 

36p 

Heinkel HE-SIA-I 

1/72 

48p 

Heinkel HE.5IB-2 

1/72 

67p 

C. Seagull Floatplane 

1/72 

67p 

Cessna A-37A 

1/72 

67p 

Fuji T-l A Trainer 

1/72 

67p 

Type 94-1 ’Alf 

1/72 

80p 

r-i06A Delta Dart 

1/72 

95p 

Mitsubishi ‘Bettv* 

1/72 

£1.50 

H6K5 Mavis FIvine Boat 

1/72 

£3.30 

Shinmeiwa PS-1 OR SS-2 

1/72 

£3.98 

SP-SB Marlin 

1/72 

£3.98 

Curtiss BF2C-I 

1/32 

£2.25 

Boeing P-I2E 

1/32 

£2.25 

ITALAEREI 

Reggiane 2002 

1/72 

59p 

Reggiane RE-2000 

1/72 

59p 

Reggiane RE-2001 

1/72 

59p 

Fiat bR.20 Cicogna 

1/72 

£1.85 

Caproni CA 313/314 

1/72 

£I.8S 

L.S. 

Peggy Heavy Bomber 

1/72 

£1 48 

Ki-67 Torpedo Bomber 

1/72 

£1.48 

Ki-i09 Exp. Fighter 

G3MI Model 1 1 "Nell" 

1/72 

£1.43 

1/72 

£1.00 

G3M2 Model 22 "Nell" 

1/72 

£1.00 

MODAKIT VAC-FORMS 

Nissen Hut 

1/72 

35p 

Blister Hangar 

1/72 

60p 

Control Tower 

2 German W. W. 1 A7V 

1/72 

60p 

Tanks 

Panzer PzKpfw 38(t) and 

1/76 

SOp 

Jagdpanzer Hetzer 
Cromwell 4 and Centaur 

1/76 

60p 

A. 4 

1/76 

60p 

4 VW. Kubelwagens 

1/76 

60p 


RAREPLANES 

Excellent vacuum formed kits for the 
enthusiast modeller. You supply decals, 
wheels, props, skill. All 1/72. 

LA-5FN. Northrop Al-1 17, Breda 65 



66p each 

Seversky P.35 


75p 

P-43A Lancer, S. Sentinel 

ea. 75p 

HELLER 



Curtiss P-40E 

1/72 

30p 

Me. Bf I09F 

1/72 

30p 

S. Spitfire Mk. 1 

1/72 

30p 

A6M5 Zero 

1/72 

30p 

Bloch 152 

1/72 

30p 

Morane 225 

1/72 

30p 

Morane 230 

1/72 

30p 

Caudron C-714 

1/72 

30p 

Les Mureaux 1 17 

1/72 

30p 

Morane Saulnier 406 

1/72 

30p 

Dewoicine D.520 

1/72 

30p 

Amiot 143 

1/72 

99p 

Bloch 174 

1/72 

99p 

Bre^uet 693 

1/72 

99p 

Potez 63-11 

1/72 

99p 

Potez 631 

1/72 

99p 

Potez 540 

1/72 

99p 

Liore et Olivier 45 

1/72 

99p 

Bloch 210 

1/72 

£1.40 

REVELL 



Ki-45 Toryu (Nick) 

1/72 

73p 

B-26 Marauder 

1/72 

49p 

A-20 Havoc 

1/72 

49p 

HE.2I9 UHU 

1/72 

49p 

FW-200C Condor 

1/72 

77p 

F4-E Phantom 

1/72 

£1.40 


BY RETURN POST AL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing. UK rates 
(Books and Decals see soecial rates). 
Up CO 50p, 8p. Up to £1 .50. I2p. 

Up to £3.00, 25p. Up to £5.00, 30p. 
Up to £7.50, 35p. Up to £10.00, 40p. 
Over £10.00 Post Free. 

S.A.E. with all enquiries please. 


WRITE, PHONE OR CALL IN Shop Hours 09.30-12.30,13.30-17.30 Mon.-Sat. Closed Weds. 


346 KbigstonRd Portsmouth 

Tel • Portsmouth 61469 
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for modellers 


Continued from page 396 

should look like the outer tip of the bow- 
sprit, but with only one block used here. 

Main bowlines — punch a needle hole 
through the mainsail halfway down its 
left-hand side and close to the edge ; 
punch another hole in the same place on 
the right-hand side of the sail. Pass one 
end of a 20 inch length of thin rope back- 
wards through one of these holes, make 
a knot in the end, pull this up tight 
behind the sail and keep it in place with 
a drop of cement. Take the free end of 
the rope forward in a straight line to the 
bowsprit just inside the ship's stem 
(threading it between the foremast and 
the fore shrouds), tie it round the bow- 
sprit, and lead the end in a straight line 
back and through the other hole in the 
sail, tying it off with a knot cemented 
behind the sail. Cut off any surplus 
thread. 

Fore bowlines — install as for the main 
bowlines above, with a thin rope from 
halfway down one side of the foresail, 
tied round the bowsprit just below the 
spritsail yard, and led back to halfway 
down the other side of the foresail. 

Do all this correctly and you will be 
rewarded with a really excellent model 
for the modest outlay of £1.22. 

Minifigs: Ancients 

MINIATURE figurines’ ‘Macedonian and 
Punic War’ range is, by any standards, 
vast and widely embracing. It comprises 
some 70 pieces, including war-elephants, 
but our review must by limitations of 
space be selective. 

Perhaps we should mention first the 
personality figures, which in representing 
actual historical persons, are unique in 
Ancient period wargaming. Of these, 
Scipio is a particularly fine figure — every 
mm a general. In all there are at present 
eight of these personalities, including 
Alexander the Great and Hannibal ; it is 
to be hoped that this range will be 
extended. 

By far our favourite of those figures 
received for review is the African war 
elephant, complete with howdah and 
mahout. The actual elephant, in quilted 
armour, comes in three pieces — two body 
halves and trunk, a little work being 
required to ensure no gaps appear down 
the spine when the halves are assembled. 
The completed beast is an impressive and 
fearsome addition to any ancient war- 
game army. 

Of the foot figures, our favourite is 
the South Gaulish swordsman, an aggres- 
sive warrior in flowing cloak. Also parti- 
cularly good figures are the Macedonian 
and Roman standard bearers, Thracian 
peltast and Roman hastatus. Light troops 
are also represented, the best without 
doubt being the Greek javelinman with a 
crescent shield, about to hurl his missile 
as he runs. 

Looking now at the cavalry, the most 
noticeable figure is the Thracian light 
cavalryman', simply because of the 
remarkably long sarissa or konios that he 
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wields, over three inches long on the 
model. The most original figure is a bar- 
baric-looking Selucid camel rider, whilst 
the most impressive is a Carthaginian 
nobleman. 

Basically, all the figures arc fine, well- 
scaled mouldings, noticeably free of 
flash. The thickness of spears varies, 
depending on the length so that the 
longest spears are thickest ; although this 
might not appeal to some people on 
aesthetic grounds, it docs at least ensure 
a spear that is always straight and, even 
more important, one that is extremely 
difficult to break — a very important 
factor with wargame figures. 

The horses, by the way, are new, 
replacing tho^e originally issued with this 
range. Neville Dickinson of Minifigs ex- 
plains that although the first batch of 
horses were technically the correct size 
and scale, they gave the impression of 
being too small for their riders. The new 
horses are therefore scaled-up a fraction 
to correct this optical illusion. 

To sum up, an excellent range. Those 
wargamers not yet possessing ancient 
period armies will be persuaded to start 
now or never, whilst those already com- 
manding such armies could very well be 
persuaded to enlarge or replace them. 

Our review figures came from Minia- 
ture Figurines themselves, from whom a 
catalogue is available for 25p. Their 
address is Miniature Figurines Ltd. 28/32 
Northam Road. Southampton S02 ONZ, 
Hants. 

Revell: 1 : 32 Phantom 

THE GROWING popularity of large scale 
kits is arousing considerable controversy 
in modelling circles, arguments raging 
fast and furious about the size of these 
kits being too cumbersome to allow a 
large collection against those which say 
you won't need such a large collection 
anyway because a large-scale kit should 
take proportionately longer to finish, etc. 
Without entering into this, one fact that 
cannot be denied is that large kits make 
good commercial sense since little fingers 
can assemble big pieces easier than little 
pieces. This can only be a good thing, 
because it attracts more youngsters (and 
their fathers) to our ranks. 

Unfortunately, Revell appear to have 
designed this kit exclusively for the toy 
market, down to a price rather than up 
to a standard, and no concessions have 
been made to the requirements of today's 
serious modellers. This is somewhat dis- 
heartening since it may well make people 
think twice about purchasing further 
releases in the range — and there are some 
models coming, for instance a Harrier, 
Beaufighter and Me 110, which could be 
real winners if designed properly. 

Looked at on one level, as a toy pure 
and simple, Revell's new Phantom is an 
undoubted success. There are fewer parts 
than in many 1 :72 scale kits and assem- 
bly is a very simple job if you are not 
bothered about accuracy. The removable 
engine gimmick works well, but the wing 
folding mechanism requires some atten- 



Revetl's 1 :32 Phantom. Since reviewing this 
kit we have heard from the manufacturers 
that in fact the moulds have been extensively 
re-tooled and many of the criticisms voiced 
here may now have been corrected. However, 
we have not yet seen one of these revised kits. 

lion to make it operate smoothly. The 
canopies open and shut accurately, but 
the lack of underwing stores apart from 
the Sparrow missiles is a disappointment 
and results in a rather ‘bare’ looking 
model. 

On the other level, looked at as a scale 
model, the kit is disappointing. There is not 
space here to detail all the alterations 
needed, but the following rdsume, used 
in conjunction with a good set of scale 
drawings, should enable most competent 
modellers to turn out a reasonable model. 

First, the nose ram air intakes are 
completely wrong and new ones should 
be built from scratch. The fit of the in- 
take duct fairings is poor and requires 
extensive filling. The perforations on the 
intake ramp plate are not shown, 
although these are very noticeable on the 
real aircraft. Hinge markings for control 
surfaces also need some attention to get 
them right. An error in marking the 
spoilers on the underside of the wings 
has resulted in the main wheel doors 
being the wrong shape. At the rear of 
the fuselage there is detail missing from 
the tailplane pivot cover plate. The fair- 
ings on the underside of the wing 
dihedral break are much too deep and 
should be thinned down to a third their 
depth as moulded. If the folding wing 
mechanism is dispensed with, correct 
hinge detail can be added along the 
upper surface of the wing dihedral break 
— those supplied are definitely not to 
scale ! 

The cockpit requires a fair bit of work, 
addition of throttle levers and switches 
on the side consoles and virtually com- 
plete re-working of the Martin Baker 
HA Mk 5 ejection seat being needed. The 
landing gear also needs attention : the 
anti-torque links on the nose leg have to 
be replaced, a smaller nosewheel steering 
motor being required, thicker main wheel 
drag braces wanted, and the shape of 
the mainwheel doors needing alteration. 

As usual with Revell, decals are sparse, 
this kit containing a set for only one 
aircraft— BiiAe No 155553 of VF 33 on 
USS America. Although well printed, 
even these could have been improved by 
the addition of detail markings, stencils, 
etc. Colouring instructions (except for 
the ejection seats) are generally accurate, 
however, and if you are prepared to put 
in a bit of work a reasonable model is 
possible. It is certainly large enough for 
its price of £1.95 and even in its un- 
modified form well captures the general 
‘feel’ of this lethal-looking aircraft. 
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.A History of Basic Observer and Navi- 
gator Training .since 1914. Navigation 
History, RAF Finningley, Doncaster, 
Yorks. Price 30p. Please make cheques 
or postal orders payable to the ‘Battle of 
Britain Account’. 

THIS FASCINATING booklet, prepared by 
Fit Lt C. G. Jefford, is well worth acquir- 
ing. It covers a hitherto unrecorded topic, 
and does it in considerable detail. The 
booklet commences with a brief, yet quite 
comprehensive, survey of basic observer 
and navigator training in the Royal Air 
Force since 1914. Photographs show the 
types of aircraft used, and illustrate very 
clearly how complex the whole business 
has become, from simple map reading to 
the use of the navigation simulator at 
Finningley. 

Most interesting, probably, are the 
appendices. First, the history of 6 FTS 
is detailed, then come individual appen- 
dices for each main group of navigation 
training schools spanning the period 1938 
to 1972. For the first time in published 
form here is a listing of the CANSs, 
AOSs, AONSs, BGSs (and what an array 
of fascinating aircraft they flew!), (O) 
AFUs and ANSs. Bases and dates of 
existence are given, along with notes on 
the types of aircrah flown. On the back 
cover appears a very useful map showing 
the airfields where the multiplicity of 
units were based. 

This, then, is a most useful booklet to 
acquire : but if you decide to obtain one 
you had better work fast, because supplies 
are rather limited. 


Missiles of the World, by M. J. Taylor 
and J. W. R. Taylor. Ian Allan Ltd, Ter- 
minal House, Shepperton, Middx. Price 
£2.50, 

THIS 167-page book is intended as a com- 
panion to Military Aircraft of the World 
from the same publishers. It is well pro- 
duced in the usual glossy Ian Allan style 
and contains twelve colour plates, as well 
as hundreds of black and white illustra- 
tions of every known guided missile 
under development or in service. Each 
type is presented in alphabetical order, 
with major statistics grouped together and 
brief historical and descriptive notes. As 
all types of missile are covered, this book 
should appeal not only to students of 
military affairs but also aircraft, AFV 
and ship modellers. Unlike many refer- 
ence books, this volume makes fascinat- 
ing, if not frightening, reading! 

The reviewer would have preferred to 
have seen the missiles grouped together 
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by type or by nationality rather than 
alphabetically, as the result looks rather 
muddled as it stands. Luckily, there is an 
index provided! The book is well worth 
having but the price does seem a little 
high. 

The Enthusiast’s Guide to British Avia- 
tion, edited by Peter Lockhart. An 
AVSOC Publication, Searle House, Searle 
Road, Farnham, Surrey. Price 25p. 

THIS LATEST GUIDE Contains in one in- 
expensive little pocket-book a compre- 
hensive list of all the commercial aircraft 
registered with UK airlines plus a list of 
RAF and RN squadrons, their bases and 
representative aircraft codes and serials. 

This 6th Edition is now very neatly 
litho-produced and contains 18 interest- 
ing photographs of civil and military 
aircraft in the latest markings. 

As is sadly the pattern these days, with 
squadrons being disbanded faster than 
publishers can keep up, there are a few 
military units listed that are now but 
memories. Nevertheless, the publication 
is very good value and fills a gap in the 
‘spotters' market’. If this new guide is 
successful then further titles will follow 
in due course. The publishers are to be 
congratulated on their enterprise in 
reversing the ever-upward price spiral! 

Janes’ All the World’s .Aircraft 1938. 
compiled and edited by C. G. Grey and 
Leonard Bridgman. A reprint by David 
& Charles (Holdings) Ltd, South Devon 
House, Newton Abbott, Devon. Price 
£12.60. 

janes’ all THE World's Aircraft yearbooks 
should need little introduction to readers, 
for they are internationally accepted as the 
most comprehensive and authoritative 
works on aviation. This reproduction of the 
1938 edition constitutes one of the most 
ambitious facsimiles yet to appear and it is 
gratifying to see it has been tackled so 
accurately and competently. The quality of 
reproduction is good and the publishers 
have shown their integrity in giving a 
truly faithful reproduction within the 
covers by not only including the aero- 
engine supplement of over a hundred 
pages, but the 90 pages of advertisements. 

The publishers have already reprinted 
the 1919 and 1945/46 editions, since they 
contain the flood of releases of informa- 
tion and pictures after censorship during 
the two World Wars. If any other year be 
chosen then surely 1938 would be high on 
any popularity poll in the modelling 
world. This year was the peak of the 
biplane era — Hart, Gladiator, Henschel 
Hs 123, Curtiss Hawk etc, and saw the 
introduction into service of the Spitfire, 


New from 
Profile 

249. Douglas R4D’s DC-3/C — 47's 

Arthur "Dakota-Joe" Pearcy Jnr, lovingly 
records the development and roles of the US 
Navy's military DC-3's and super DC-3's — 
including rocket-assisted carrier take-off for 
Antarctica operations. An all-time "great" 
now colourfully captured in USN markings. 
Not to be missed I Price 40p 


54. Japanese Combat Cars, Light 
Tanks and Tankettes 

By Lieut.-General Tomio Hara. From the 
Sumida armoured track of 1 928, through the 
amphibious half track of 1930, the Type 92 
Heavy Combat Car (which "paved the path 
to many epoch making tank technologies"), 
the railroad armoured tractors, the Type 95 
and Type 98 Light Tanks and their modified 
versions, to the Type 94 and Type 97 
Tankettes. Written by the man who played a 
prominent part in Japanese tank design, this 
Profile corrects many of the designation 
errors and false ideas about the concepts 
behind these developments which are 
prevalent in the few Western writings on 
pre-1945 Japanese AFVs. Price 40p 

32. Brighton Gladstones 

Stroudley's yellow 0-4-2 tender express 
engines, with 6 ft. 6 in. wheels leading, were 
always a source of astonishment in working 
fast trains of a weight and speed for which 
other companies required a leading bogie 
and eight wheels. Yet the 36 Gladstones had 
effective careers of 20-25 years on the East- 
bourne, Brighton and Portsmouth main 
trains, and never came to grief. Price 45p 

32. HMS Cavalier 

The British built most of their wartime 
destroyers to a standard design and one of 
them, HMS Cavalier survived to become the 
Royal Navy's last operational destroyer in 
1 972. This class typifies the British destroyer 
of the last 30 years, both in armament and in 
operational history. Written by Anthony 
Preston, Warships Series Editor. Price 50p 

18. Enfield Rifle, Part II 

In the second Profile on Enfield weapons the 
author traces the first of the breech loading 
Enfield fire arms. These weapons carried 
Britain through many troubled times. 

Price 40p 

6. Alfa Romeo Type B 

By Peter Hull, Italy's classic Grand Prix car 
of the early 'thirties', which won many 
races in the hands of immortal drivers like 
Nuvolari, Varzi and Chiron, was the last 
winner in the vintage tradition before the 
new age of science and professionalism in 
G.P. racing took over, heralded by the all- 
conquering German Mercedes and Auto- 
Unions. Price 50p 

PROFILE PUBLICATIONS LTO 

Coburg House, Sheet Street, Windsor, Berks. 
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Bf 109, B-17 etc; in fact most of the air- 
craft operational in the early war years— 
with the marked exception of the Ju 88 
w-hich Germany managed to keep quiet. 

1938 was before upmanship had de- 
veloped to the extent of producing a book 
a year before its stated date, eg the 1972/73 
Janes’ goes to press during 1972, but in 
those days the book did not go to press 
until the year of its title was out, and this 
volume first appeared early in 1939. 

The scope of Janes' was then much w ider 
than it is today. Apart from information 
on the various types of aircraft worldwide, 
it had civil and service sections for all the 
countries of the world, setting out details 
of all airfields, flying clubs, airlines, 
service organisation etc, all illustrated. 
The British section contains a listing by 
groups of all RAF squadrons and their 
locations at home and abroad. So that it is 
an aeronautical directory of 1938, not just 
a directory of aircraft types and as such it 
displays a variety of aircraft in various 
marking schemes of the various nations. 

The price of £12.60 may seem high, 
but for a book of such solid worth, 
sveighing nearly five pounds, containing 
well over a thousand photographs (ex- 
clusive of those shown in advertisements), 
many drawings and maps, the price is not 
high relatively. Moreover, prices have 
risen well over ten times 1938 prices, and it 
was originally over £2— to be precise 
42 shillings. 

Perhaps a little strange, in view of the 
close following of the original inside, is 
the treatment of the cover. Instead of the 
standard Janes’ blue, a green backing has 
been used and the titling appears along 
the spine in present Janes’ fashion, not 
across in the styling first started in 1924 
which continued until recent years, so that 
it is the odd man out on the shelf alongside 
the original preceding and succeeding 
volumes. Also, a modern style dust cover 
belies the true vintage content, and the 
woolly picture thereon does less than 
justice to the overall high standard of 
reproduction inside. 

Aircraft in Profile N ol II. Profile Publica- 
tions Ltd, Sheet Street, Windsor, Berks. 
Price £6.00 

A MONTHLY EVENT awaited with anticipa- 
tion by most aircraft enthusiasts is the 
publication of each new Profile, and it 
always seems that the latest is better than 
the last. To maintain such a standard is a 
wonderful achievement by the artists, 
authors and publishers, so it is fitting that 
Vol 11 brings together in one handy book 
Profiles 223 to 234. 

No matter how much care one takes with 
the single Profiles, constant reference tends 
to make them a little worse for wear after 
some use, so the bound volumes enable 
each edition to be kept in mint condition 
and easily findable form. The trend seems 
to be for those who are modellers to use 
individual copies for their modelling 
activity and keep the bound ones on the 
bookshelf for more leisurely reading and 
reference. 
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Volume II contains over 100,000 words 
and more than 500 photographs of the 12 
aircraft described. In addition there is an 
index as well as a quick reference to all 
preceding Profiles by country of origina- 
tion. A further advantage over the single 
items is that errors that have been brought 
to the publishers’ notice are documented in 
relation to each Profile contained within 
the hard covers. Three American, two 
British, three German, and single items 
from France, Japan, Italy and Poland, give 
this volume a truly international flavour 
and if a colour scheme for the Hercules 
or one of the Lublin R-Xlll variants has 
eluded you, then it can be found within 
the covers of this book. 

The artwork is to the usual high stan- 
dard now expected from Profile and the 
publication of subsequent volumes is sure 
to add more ‘Red Letter’ days to the lives 
of aircraft enthusiasts. 

Priced at £6.00 Vol II represents very 
good value for money since to buy the 12 
individual Profiles would have cost over 
£4.00 and it would be quite impossible to 
get such a high standard of binding for the 
£2.00 or so balance. 

Aircraft Profile No 240 : The Fairey 
Barracuda Mk.s I-V, by David Brown. 
Profile Publications Ltd, Coburg House, 
Sheet Street, Windsor, Berks. Price 40p. 

THE UNGAINLY Barracuda holds a mys- 
terious fascination for many modellers 
and this latest Fleet Air Arm Profile 
should provide enough pictorial content 
to enable a variety of finishes to be 
applied to the Frog kit. There are 24 
pages in all, including four in colour. 
The artist is P. Endsleigh-Castle, who 
should know his stuff! It is surprising, 
therefore, to see the first prototype Barra- 
cuda depicted as wearing black outlined 
roundels! Surely these should be yellow 
outlined? (In black and white the yellow 
outline looks black when Ortho film is 
used). The fin markings on the centre 
spread are also rather suspect (the blue 
is usually to the rear on both sides). 

Again one could say that there are too 
many ‘standard’ photos of ex-works 
machines. It would have been nice to 
have seen illustrations depicting more 
camouflage and squadron markings. 
Nevertheless, the author has produced a 
very interesting account of this strange 
aircraft. Excellent value at only 40p. 

Military 

Tank Data 3, by Harold E. Johnson. UK, 
British Commonwealth and European 
Publishers and Distributors: Patrick 
Stephens Limited, 9 Ely Place, London 
EC IN 6SQ. Price £4.80. 

THIS THIRD VOLUME in the popular Tank 
Data series follows closely the format and 
style of its two predecessors. The main 
section of the book is devoted to large 
photographs, brief historical notes and 
extensive technical data on specific 
vehicles. In this volume, these range from 
the Christie 1921 model Gun Motor Car- 


riage to the modern German MBT 
‘Leopard’, although the emphasis is on 
Second World War Vehicles. British, 
French, German, Russian and American 
tanks, armoured cars and self-propelled 
guns get the lion’s share of coverage, but 
there are also pages on the Italian Carri 
Armati Fiat Tipo 3000A light tank, the 
Polish TK-S light tank and the Swiss 
Pz 58 medium tank. 

A full list of the vehicles covered would 
be impractical here, but the book covers all 
the main French A MX- 13 types, per- 
sonnel carriers, self-propelled guns and the 
Model 55 recovery vehicle; the British 
Saracen, Saladin, Comet Mk I, Valentine 
III and Churchill ‘Crocodile’; the Canadian 
Ram Tank; German armoured cars (SdKfz 
234 2, 233 and 251 '22), self-propelled 
guns, Flakpanzer IV Mobelwagen, Maul- 
tier rocket launcher. Panther recovery and 
munitions carrier versions and others; 
Russian T-35 and T-28 series heavy tanks; 
American scout and armoured cars, self- 
propelled guns (T70, T32, T165, T40, 

T24, T6 etc) tanks and amphibious vehicles. 

Most of the vehicles are illustrated by one 
large whole-page photograph (9 inches x 6 
inches) but some have two or three 
smaller illustrations. Quality of the 
photographs is on the whole reasonable 
and modellers will find numerous useful 
details readily visible. 

In many ways the second part of the 
book, ‘Tanks in cross-section’ is even more 
useful, since it includes scale drawings and 
photographs of a number of other vehicles, 
mainly Russian (including the T-35, T-28, ; 

JS II, JSU 152, KV-1 and BT-7). Inciden- | 

tally, the three-view illustrations of these I 
Soviet vehicles appear to have originated 
from Russia since the captions are printed 
in Cyrillic script — and whoever wrote 
the English captions beneath obviously 
doesn’t understand this so the JS II, for 
example, is described as a ‘backward 
NC-2’ . . . However, the illustrations 
themselves are what matters since they 
provide ample scope for modellers wishing 
to add to their collection of Soviet AFVs. 

Tank Data 3 ends with a section of 
photos on early German armour; on 
captured vehicles in German service; and 
on Axis armour in general including . 
Italian and Japanese vehicles. There is a I 
final, and very useful, section on tank 
armament which includes diagrams and 
photographs illustrating main and secon- 
dary guns. This includes original scale i 
plans of the German 37 mm, 88 mm 
KwK 36 and 88 mm KwK 43. i 

All in all rather a strange miscellany of ^ 
information but there should be some- , 
thing here to interest most AEV en- 
thusiasts. One fact worth pointing out, i 
especially for wargamers, is that the data 
published on individual vehicles is the 
original test data recorded at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds in America, so it is 
unquestionably authentic and more reliable 
as a guide to a vehicle’s capabilities than 
some of the other data tables one some- 
times sees based on wartime information j 
and opinion. | 
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Letters to the Editor 


Carbon tet 

I AM EMPLOYED by the British Steel Cor- 
poration as a Quality Control Technician. 
During the course of my studies it has 
come to my attention that the commonly 
used modelling material, carbon tet, is 
regarded as a ‘moderate health risk.’ The 
BSC publication states that: ‘(a) carbon 
tetrachloride is a narcotic causing drowsi- 
ness and unconsciousness; (b) a dangerous 
liver and kidney poison; (c) may be con- 
verted to the poison gas phosgene by the 
action of heat or by smoking; and (d) is 
absorbed into the body by inhalation, by 
mouth or through unbroken skin.’ 

If carbon tet is to be used at all it 
should preferably be used in the open air 
or in a well ventilated room well away 
from any heat source (including fires, 
soldering irons, Pyrogravures etc). No 
smoking should be allowed in its presence. 

An alternative to carbon tet which can 
be used for melting plastic scrap is ordi- 
nary acetone, which has a low toxicity 
even in high concentrations. It is, however, 
very volatile and the same precautions 
regarding heat and smoking should be 
observed. 

George E. Gwynn, Cwmbran, Mon. 

Hal-Far Gladiators 

IN HIS EXCELLENT monograph on the Gloster 
Gladiator published in 1964, Erancis K. 
Mason gives all the relevant facts concern- 
ing this aircraft and should dispel the 
continuous conjecture which seems to 
afflict some of your readers. 

Having served at Hal-Far I can cor- 
roborate most of the information given by 
Mr Mason. There were of course 18 
Sea Gladiators, not four; crated, delivered 
to Kalafrana Seaplane Base in September 
1939, bearing the serial numbers N55 18-35. 
Visiting carriers had by May 1940 pinched 
N5532-35 and in June and July N5519, 
20, 23, 24, 29 and 31 were assembled as a 
fighter flight with 5518, 21, 22, 25, 26, 
27, 28 and 30 held in reserve. 

Wastage and modifications were of 
course legion and it was a clever fitter who 
knew which engine belonged to which 
aircraft, by about August! 

The much maligned Messrs Philpot & 
King were quite right to omit the deck 


CONTRIBUTIONS 

Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 
tion entitle the senders to each receive 
a free Airfix plastic construction kit. and 
the publication of photographs from 
readers is similarly rewarded. Airfix 
Products Ltd award the kits on the follow- 
ing scale : 

ONE letter or photograph published is 
rewarded by any kit from Series 1-6 in- 
clusive. For TWO letters or photographs 
any one kit up to and including Series 9 
can be chosen, or alternatively two kits 
up to Series 6. For THREE separate 
contributions (eg, photographs) the 
entitlement is one kit up to Series 12 or 
three kits up to Series 6. Readers can 
make thoir choice on the special card 
which we send out after publication. The 
kits are supplied direct by Airfix Products 
Ltd. 

Letters should be addressed to : The 
Editor, AIRFIX magazine, 9 Ely Place, 
London EC1N 6SQ. 

Opinions expressed by correspondents 
on this page are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
Editor or Airfix Products Ltd. 

arrester hook, as aircraft in use by the flight 
had naval gear removed, thereby increasing 
the speed by about six knots. 

The Gladiator fuselage preserved in 
Valetta is most certainly not N5520. 
which went up with a spectacular bang, 
quite early on. 

Close inspection shows that the airframe 
identity numbers have been removed, and 
as the deck arrester hook is still in place 
this machine was probably the last of the 
cannibalized spares. 

I’m sure Mr Weaver didn’t mean to be 
rude, but I rather resent the suggestion 
that the Kalafrana Glads were discovered! 
They were husbanded and protected like 
rare birds from Sept 1939 until June 1940! 
We rather thought the Italians would turn 
nasty .so we kept them pretty well in trim, 
and were most put out when HMS 
Glorious took three away in May (N5532- 
34). 

Regarding the otherwise excellent con- 
version in the May 1972 issue, I don’t 
think any of the Malta Gladiators had 
such large spinners. 

C. D. Comber, Lindfield, Sussex. 

Lightning changes 

AS BAC LIGHTNINGS have always been my 
favourite aircraft, I was naturally very 
interested in the December ‘In the air’ 
article. May 1 add some further informa- 


tion which 1 think will interest modellers 
of modern RAF aircraft? 

First, Nos 29 and 1 1 1 Sqns arc at the 
moment changing their F Mk 3s for the 
F Mk 6s of 5 and 11 Sqns. This is taking 
place so as to give pilots and groundcrew 
experience in the different marks of 
front-line Lightnings. Secondly, when this 
change is completed. Nos 5 and 11 Sqns 
will then move to RAF Leconfield, 
Yorks, and will stay there from about 
June until late August or early September, 
while Binbrook’s runways are re-surfaced. 
226 QCU, which is at present stationed at 
Binbrook because of Coltishall’s modifi- 
cations, will also move to Leconfield. 

The TFF aircraft at Wattisham in 1969 
carried on their fins a black eagle, with 
red detailing, rising from a yellow galleon 
set on a white disc. This was carried in 
the position that the cat emblem is in the 
photograph on page 187. The cat emblem 
was carried just above the fin stripes which 
were then in the standard position used by 
RAF Lightnings, and not in the sweptback 
position as in the above mentioned picture. 

The aircraft carried the same nose 
marking as they do now, and were as 
follows: XM163:A, which was replaced by 
XM147:A (cx-C); XM136:B, which was 
replaced by XM144:B. XM147 was 

re-coded ‘A’ in May 1969. 

Finally, I would like to point out that 
the aircraft XM177 captioned as an F 1 is 
in fact an F Mk lA, although this has 
probably been noticed already by other 
readers fit has! — Ed). 

.Alan Wragg, Hull, Yorks. 

Canberra colours 

I READ WITH interest T. J. Huxley’s letter 
regarding Lightning E 2A XN786:M, a 
photograph of which appeared in Aircraft 
Illustrated, October 1972. Of the types 
that I have seen wearing the new red blue 
roundels the most interesting was Canberra 
T 17 of 360 sqn at Cottesmore on June 17 
1972. Overall finish was matt, the standard 
dark grey/dark green/light grey finish 
with black nose. It wore its 8 inch serial, 
WK102, on the rear fuselage in black and 
had the white letter ‘A’ at the base of the 
fin. Of special interest was the fin marking 
which consisted of ‘360’ in blue super- 
imposed on a red lightning flash, all on a 
white background. 

.4. R. Porter, Peterborough. 

Thanks to my good friend Andy Heape, here 
is a picture of the last TREK Constellation, 
Z.-1649/f Starline ZS-DVJ, ejn 1042 
(ex-Lufthansa) flown to a specially prepared 
runway at 'Little Kariba' holiday resort 
from Jan Smuts airport on October 9, 1971, 
to be an attraction for visitors. 

Leslie Hunt, Leigh-on-Sea. 
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RUSS 

101 Battersea Rise, London, S.W.11 

LARGE STOCKS OF PLASTIC KITS 
BY LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

INCLUDING 

Airfix Frog Tamiya Revell 
Radio controlled model aircraft and boats 

Late night opening 7 o'clock Fridays 
01-228 6319 


Now in second edition 

RULES FOR 
WARGAMING 

Contents include rules for; English 
Civil War, Marlborough’s Wars, 
Napoleonic Warfare, American Civil 
War. Mechanised Warfare, 18th 
century Naval Warfare, Modern 
Naval Warfare, and Air Warfare 
1914-1918. 

40p, from your local stockist or from 

SHIRE PUBLICATIONS (3/3) 

12B Temple Square, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. 



MILITARY BOOKS AND PRINTS 

LUFTWAFFE Uniforms, Insignia, Daggers & Medals of the German 
Air Force I93S-I94S £3.40 

KRIEGSMARINE, Uniforms, Insignia, Daggers & Medals of the 
German Navy 1935-1945 £2.85 

KRETA The German Invasion of Crete £2.35 

AFRIKORPS An Illustrated History £2.35 

Four new titles by Peter Stahl, all profusely illustrated, the first two 
with colour. All 8^' x 1 1", the 2 uniform titles include numerous line 
drawings and will fill a gap in collectors libraries. Dealer’s enquiries 
welcome. Orders accepted due February-March. 

How to Play WAR GAMES IN MINIATURE by J. Morschauser. Illus- 
trated £2.40 

UNIFORMS & BADGES OF THE 3rd REICH by R. Kahl. Vol. I. NSDAP 
£3.70. Vol. 2 SA. NSKK, SS— £4.85 and Vol. 3 HJ. NSFK, RAD— £4.25 
All the above prices include post. We are distributors for the Hourtoulle 
Hansen and Le Plumet plates and carry stocks of most imprint military 
titles as well as secondhand books, please send for our lists. 

PITNEY — LANGPORT — SOMERSET — ENGLAND 


Locomotion — Poole 

In stock now: 

ALL HINCHLIFFE 25 mm. GUNS AND EQUIPMENT 
SETS, NAPOLEONIC FIGURES AND HORSES, 
PERSONALITY FIGURES. 

Available soon: 

LATEST PHOENIX 54 mm. PERIOD INTERIORS AND 
FURNITURE. 30 mm. BANDSMEN. RENOWN 4 mm. 
SCALE MILITARY VEHICLES. 

Always a good range of Historex, Lassett, Greenwood 
and Ball figures in stock. Also Tamiya Tanks, etc. 

Mail Order a pleasure. 

LOCOMOTION 

3 Grand Parade, High Street, Poole, Dorset 

Phone Poole 77030 (STD code 02013) 


WALL MODELS 

Hours: 9.30 to 6.00 (Closed all day Thursday) 


LAMMING 25 mm 
“MEDIEVAL FIGURES' 

MOUNTED 2Hp each 
MC 1 Knight with Sword 
MC '2 Knight with Battleaxe 
MC 3 The Black Prince 
MC 4 Lord with Lance 

FOOT lOp each 
Ml Archer 
M 2 Foot Soldier 
M 3 Knight 

NAPOLEONIC 
“NEW RELEASES" 

Wellington 2! 

Napoleon 2! 

Murat 2! 

Uxbridge 2! 

Duke of York 2! 

(All with horses) 

ATI Brunswick Black Corp 
A1 2 Brunswick Officer 
PI 8 Landwehr Private 
P1;7 Prussian Landwehr 
Officer 

DB 1 Belgian Flanquer 
DB/2 Belgian Fusilier 


DB 3 Belgian Militiaman 

WARGAMES AIDS 

DB 4 Belgian Officer 

Merit Hedges 

37p 

(Above Foot Figures T^p each) 

Merit Poplars 

37p 

NEW STANDARD 

Merit Fir Trees 

37p 

BEARERS— lip each 

Merit Alder Trees 

47p 

B1 22 British Line Infantry 

Lichen 

19p 

B1 23 British Fusiliers 

Average Dice 

15p Pair 

F1 19 French Line Infantry 

Normal Dice 

15p Pair 

Decimal Dice 

25p Pair 

Complete range in stock. Send 

Heki Lichen Trees 

75p 

5p and S.A.E. for full lists. 

Set of 6 Files 

£1.00 

“WARPAINT" 

FOR MILITARY 

WARGAMES RULES 

MODELLERS 

English Civil War 

35p 

Oil bound poster paints, which 

W.W. II 

A.C.W. 

45p 

35p 

dry quickly and have a hard- 

wearing surface. 

Ancients 

65p 

Supplied in 1 oz. glass jars with 
screw tops 

Phoenix Catalogue 

12p 

15p per jar or 

Stadden 54 mm 

15p 

i oz jar 8p per jar 

Stadden 30 mm 

Large S.A.E. 

20p 


373 HIGH STREET NORTH 
MANOR PARK 
LONDON E12 6PG 
Tel: 01-472 2508 


3. Prussian Napoleonic 
6 Figures per box, including 
horses 

ONLY 45p A BOX 

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 

PHOENIX MODELS 
“54 mm DIORAMA 
ACCESSORIES" 


COLOURS AVAILABLE 
Black White 

Flesh Bright Yellow 

Yellow Ochre Brown 
Red Dark Blue 

Dark Green 


“DUE THIS MONTH" 
SETS OF CAVALRY 
FIGURES 

1. British Napoleonic 

2. French Napoleonic 


Period Furniture 35p a set 
F I Tudor Trestle Table 
F 2 2 Trestle Forms 

F 3 Tudor Chest 
F 4 2 17th C. Padded Chairs 

F5 17th C. Side Table 
F6 17th C. Desk 
F 7 16th C. Sideboard 
F8 1 6-1 7th C. Settle 
F 9 17th C. Book Case 


MAIL ORDER 

Orders under £5 
add 15p post and packing. 
Over £5 post free. 
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OUAC BULLETIN BIVOUAC BULLETIN BIVOUAC B 

UNIFORMATION 7 & 8 now ready. 13 figures in colour 
on each. PRUSSIAN LINE INFANTRY 1815 and 
RUSSIAN LINE INFANTRY 1812-1815. Price 75p each 
including postage and packing. Now available 
DEUTSCHES SOLDATENJ AHRBUCH 1973. 435 pages 
of facts and illustrations plus informative ads. Many 
colour plates of standards, etc. German text. £4.00 p.f. 
We have THE BIG BROTHERS - STORY OF THE 
B-29s, by Col. Sinclair, USAF. 1972. 132 pp. No illustra- 
tions. £3.60 post paid from: 

BIVOUAC BOOKS LTD, 21/25 EARL STREET, 
LONDON, EC2A 2AL Tel : 01-247 5683 


MICHAEL’S MODELS 

646-648 HIGH ROAD, N. FINCHLEY, LONDON N12 ONL 

AVALON HILL WARGAMES 
NEW RICHTENFEN’S WAR £5.95 

(Air Combat World War 1) 

COMING SOONII 

Gettysburg, D-Day, Waterloo, Stalingrad, Afrika Korps, Midway 
Battle of the Bulge £4.60 ea. 

Blitzkrieg, 1914, Kriegspiel £5.25 ea. 

Panzerblitz, Luftwaffe, Origins of W.W.II France 1940 £5.95 ea. 

Postage and Packing 30p per game 
BARCLAYCARD, ACCESS AND PAYBONDS WELCOME 
Closed all day Monday Phone 01-445 6531 


M0DELKRAFT7 Harris Drive, Liverpool 20 

PRICES QUOTED ARE PRE V A.T. 

Adjustments will be made where appropriate 


A.F.V.s 1/35 
TAMIYA 

Russian JSI 1 1 Scalin 

Centurion 

Chieftain 

T34 

SUlOO Assault Gun 
A3 E8 Sherman 
King Tiger 
Tiger I 

Hunting Tiger 
Panther 
Jagd. Panther 
PzKw 1 1 fmotorised) 

PzKw 1 1 (non^motor) 

SdKfz 7^track 
88 mm Gun 
Kubelwagen 
Schwimmwagen 
BMW Combination 
Sturmgeschutz 1 1 IG 
PzKw 1 1 1 
Saladin 

M55i Sheridan 

Leopard 

M42 Duster 

Russian KVI 

British 6 lb. A.T. Gun 

Willys Jeep 

Soldiers bagged 

Soldiers boxed 

OTAKI 

PzKw 1 1 1 

NITTO 

SdKf 251/1 Rocket launcher, 
special price due to mal- 
formed arid part 
U.S. Armoured 4 Track 
NICHIMO 
AMX 30 
Abbot S.P. Gun 
M 109 
Centurion 
BANDAI 
M4I 

A.F.V.s 1/43 
AURORA 

Statin; Patton; Panther; 
Sherman; Swedish S; 


TAMIYA 

Kanone: T34/76 95p each 

A.F.V.s 1/40 

REVELL 

T34; M35 truck 73p each 

105 mm How.; 90 mm S.P. 52p 

MIDORI 

SdKfz232; SdKfz250/9 89p 

Hornet 65p 

PALMER HISTORIC 
CANNON KITS £1.10 
24 lb. Naval Gun; Civil War Gun; 
Gatling; Revolutionary Field Gun; 
WWI 75 mm. 
t/15th VEHICLES 
Caterpillar Bulldozer £5.10 

Cat. D8H Dozer & Lowboy £7.25 

Peterbilt Cabover Truck £3.65 

Peterbilt Wrecker £5.10 

LNT-8000 Ford Truck £2.99 

Ford C600 City Delivery £4.25 

Fruhauf Box Trailer £3.65 

Trailmobile/Allied Van £3.65 

Big Rig Truck & Trailer £4.20 

GAAKEN 1/45 

Vulcan loco £5.50 

OTAKI 1/50 

C5I 4-6-2 £6.50 

NITTO 1/30 

Horse Tram £1.99 

Most MINITANKS in stock 

Manual 75p 

Illustrated list 2^p 

CATALOGUES Aurora I4p 

Heller I5p 

Frog 7p 

Wrenn I5p 

W. & H. 25p 

Paller I5p 

REVELL — most in stock 
l/72nd BARGAINS! 60p each 
Dambuster, Catalina 
FROG BARGAINS 10% OFF LIST 
PRICE 

AIRFIX Free Enterprise (25p) 20p 

Hundreds of other models, please 

send s.a.e. for lists 

POSTAGE U.K.: Up to $1, I0p:upto 
$3, 20p; up to $5, 30p; over $5 post 
free 


modelworld 


Colour pages 
every month! 
Aircraft, AFVs, 
Uniforms, 
Soldiers plus kit 
& book reviews. 




Monthly 
25p 


Modelworld is obtainable from 
W. H. Smiths, John Menzies or your 
local newsagent as well as from 
leading Model Shops throughout 
the country. 


SOME OTHER RECENT ALMARK BOOKS FOR YOUR 
REFERENCE SHELVES: 


ROYAL NAVAL COASTAL FORCES, 1939-1945 

By A. J. North Paper £1.25; Bound £1.75 

Britains Catalogue, 1940 £1.75 (Paperback only) 

15th Hussars 

£1.60/£1.00 

Foot Guards Regiments, 1880-1914 

£1.75/£1.25 

American Soldiers of the Revolution 

£2/£1.50 

Panzer Grenadiers 

50p 

German Navy Warships, 1939-1945 

£1.90/£1.25 

Royal Navy Warships, 1939-1945 

£2/£1.50 

Waffen-SS (2nd edition) 

£2.25IS.\.1S 

Scottish Regiments and Uniforms (2nd ed.) £1.50/£1 

The Life Guards 

£1.75/£1.25 

Napoleonic Lancer Regiments 

£1.75/£1.25 

Scale Model Soldiers 

£2/£1.50 

Plastic Scale Model Aircraft 

£1.60/£1 

Narrow Gauge Model Railways 

£1.50/90p 

(First price hardback, second price paperback) 


Write with 4p stamp to address below for free catalogue 


ALMARK PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 

270 Burlington Road, New Malden 
Surrey KT3 4NL 
Tel. 01-949 1789 
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IN CO-OPERATION WITH 


5221 Rumble Street 
Burnaby 1, British Columbia 
CANADA 


FROUDE & HEXT 


AlrfrBm« announce TWO new additions to their range: Kit No. IS 

!• The Beil XP77 experimental lightweight fighter in 1:72 scale. The latest addition to our range of vac-form 
kits it the diminutive Bell XP 77. Using the proven Airframe keel method of construction this kit iscontained 
on two sheets of plasticard and includes all parts except markings and other small components that can be 
obtained from the spares box. Price U.K. SOp, Canada $1.50 


Sea King Accessory Pack 

2. The first Airframe Accessory Pack. Comprising radome and blister windows for converting the Airfix 
Sea King to a German Navy or R.N. version. The radome also has many other applications. 

Special Introductory offer for March only, I5p, price after March 31 I7p. 


Airframe Vac-form kits now available; 

No. I FokkerDVIll 

No. 2 Bristol MIc 

No. 3 Bachem BA I39A Natter 

No. 4 Fokker XXI 1 1 

No. 5 D.F.S. 230A 

No. 6 Martin Baker MBS 

No. 7 Siemens Schuckert Dill 

No. 8 Morane Saulnier L 


Ohka (Baka Bomfc^ 
Grumman XFS-I skyrocket 
Blohm & Voss Hal39 
Westland Hill Pterodactyl 
Mk. I 

Phoenix Scout Dl 
Grumman XP50 
Vickers Wellesley 
Percival Provost Tl 


90p $1.50 

90p $1.50 
90p $1.50 
£1.15 $2.00 

£1.15 $2.00 
£1.15 $2.00 
90p $1.50 

90p $130 


Airconversion Aircon No. I Hunter T7 50p Aircon No. 2 Harrier T2A 

Rareplanes Breda Ba 65. Seversky P-35. Lancer P43 A all at 75p each 
All above available from Airframe England and Airframe Canada. 


Airframe Canada is Western Canada's specialist hobby 
suppliers. Canadian modellers write for full details of 
kits available, including the new range of AERODECAL 
TRANSFERS. Airframe in England still have available 
some Hasegawa Curtiss BF2Cl at £1.50, Greenbank 
Castle Ryan Ml at £1.00 and Hawk Plated Lysander in 
1:48 scale at £1.30. Post and packing on all kiu 10% 
European countries 20% over £5.00 (UK only) free. 
We can only reply to letters accompanied by a reply 
coupon or stamped addressed envelope. 

Trade enquiries for Airconversion, Airframe and 
Airframe Accessory packs to 

AiKrame P.O. Box 14, Newbury, Berks RGI4 6RZ 


Fw 190, P47D. Raiden, Ju 87B (Hungarian). F4UI Corsair at £1.13 

Spitfire. Me 109F. Me 109G. Wildcat, P40 Aleutian Tiger, Mustang 1 1 1 at 95p each 

Catalina 2a. PB4YI Patrol Bomber, Fw Condor, Lancaster, CH-S4A Skycraneat75peach 
Hawker Siddeley Harrier at £1.99 

Humbrol Authentic colours. Humbrol Multicraft Tools. Kits by Airfix. Frog. Tamiya 
fArmour), Fujimi (Armour), Historex, Armour Accessories. 

High Quality sable brushes by Rowney. 


Revell 1 :32 scale 


Revell 1 :72 scale 
Tamiya 1 :48 scale 
Also in stock 


PLASTRUCT IS COMING 


ENTHUSIASTS!!! 

RETAILERS!!! 

GET READY FOR APRIL 73, 


SHEET . STRIP 


STRUCTURAL SHAPES 


SEE APRIL EDITION OF 
MODEL WORLD 
RAILWAY MODELLER 
AIRFIX 

MODEL ENGINEER 


ALL IN TOP QUALITY 


A.B.S. PLASTIC 


NO MORE SOLVENT 


for list of Stockists, 


PROBLEMS WITH 


E.M.A. MODEL SUPPLIES LTD 
74a THE CENTRE 
FELTHAM, MIDDX. 

Tel: 01-890 5270 
Telex: 263439 


PLASTRUCT PLASTIC 


WELD 


AIRFIX magazine 


No. 3 


What do you know 
about the police? 


1. The Bow Street 
Runners were the 
forerunners of the 
modern police. 
When were 
they formed? 



2. What rank is the police 
officer wearing this 
on his shoulder? 




4. Which is the only police force 
in England whose 
policemen wear 
uniforms with / 
brass coloured / J /) i 
buttons? / // li 






3. Are fingerprints 
detectable on a pound note? 

5. When was the Marine Division, 
now Thames Division of the Metro- 
politan Police (who patrol part of 
the River Thames) first formed? 


no 



■ This is the third in a series depicting the 
background, present-day working and development of 
Britain’s police. If you missed either of the first 
two and would like copies, or would like further 
information about the police, please write to: 

Quiz Dept. LJ26, Home Office, London, SW1A2AP. 

86ZIu|'g 33!|0d uopuo-] joA }!3 3L(i-fr sax 'S Jopadsui'j OSZI u| 't SMBMSNV 
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MINIATURE FIGURINES LIMITED 

28/32 NORTHAM ROAD . SOUTHAMPTON . S02 OPA 

IN OUR USUAL EXPANSION POLICY, WE INTRODUCE THE FIRST IN OUR NEW SERIES OF 15 mm FIGURES, 
DESIGNED BY DICK HIGGS-The Poor Man’s MICHAEL ANGELO. CAST IN STRIPS, WE MAKE THIS INTRODUC- 
TORY OFFER AT ONLY lOp per Strip. THE INFANTRY STRIP HAS 5 FIGURES, THE CAVALRY STRIP 3 FIGURES. 
P. & P. Extra. 


15/1 French Carabineers 

15/2 Scots Greys 

15/3 Highlanders 

15/4 French Line Infantry 

15/5 British Light Infantry 

15/6 British Line Infantry 

15/7 Polish Lancers 

15/8 French Line Hussars 

15/9 French Chasseurs of the Guard 

15/10 Limber Horses (Right Side) 

15/11 French Limber Horses and Riders 

15/12 British Limber Horses and Line Artillery Riders 


15/13 British Limber Horses with Horse Artillery Riders 

15/14 British Line Artillerymen 

15/15 British Horse Artillerymen 

15/16 French Line Artillerymen 

15/17 French Horse Artillerymen 

15/18 French Guard Foot Artillerymen 

15/19 French Old Guard 

15/20 French Line Hussar Command Strip 

15/101 British Field Gun 

15/102 British Limber 

15/103 French Field Gun 

15/104 French Limber 


Infantry Strip— 5 men Advancing. Cavalry Strip— 3 Riders and Horses Advancing 
Infantry Command Strip— 2 Officers, 2 Drummers and 1 Standard 
Cavalry Command Strip— 1 Officer, 1 Trumpeter and 1 Standard 
Artillerymen Strip— 5 Different Gun positions 


TELEPHONES: SOUTHAMPTON 20855 (0703) 


AFTER 7 p.m. WEST END 4651 (042-18) 


I 

I 

I 

I 


DATA PLANS - NUMBER 1 

HAWKER WOODCOCK DANECOCK SERIES 
BY A.GRANGER 

a new approach to scale plans only 50p 

includes pktspSf p. 

FOUR 1/72 DETAILED GENERAL ARRANGEMENT 
DRAWINGS COVERING WOODCOCKS I & II 
(PROTOTYPE & PRODUCTION) AND DANECOCK. 
FOUR PAGES OF CIVIL. BRITISH, & 

DANISH SERVICE MARKINGS 

1/36 FUSELAGE LINES & FULL COLOUR PLATE 

TOGETHER WITH TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS. 

16 PAGES PLUS COVER A4 


POST COUPON TODAY TO:- 

TAURUS PRESS, FERRY HINKSEY ROAD, OSNEY MEAD, OXFORD 

Please send copies of DATA PLAN No 1 

I enclose P/Order/Cheque for 50p + 5p p & p (UK) 

65p sterling Overseas 

Name 

Address 



TRACX 
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AIR FIX magazine 


AIRFIX 

magazine 


Classified Adverts 


RATES: 5p per word. Minimum charges 50p Please address your correspondence to: 

BOX NUMBERS: 20p extra charge AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 

All advertisements must be prepaid 9 Ely Place. London, EC1 N 6SQ 

Please state classification required Closing date for next issue — March 1st 


FOR SALE 

Fighting Powers Vol 1-7, offers. Airfix 
Magazines Oct 63 to Dec 1971, less 
Jan 64, July 67. £15 lot or £2.50 p.a. 
Melling, Seymour Close, Coventry. (1346S] 

Airfix Magazines February, May, June 
1964; February 1965-May 1972 (not 
August 1965). £8.00 including postage. 
Also railway and plastic modelling books 
and magazines. S.A.E. for list. Broad, 23 
Fairmont Road, Harwood Road, Broms- 
grove, Worcs. [1347JS 

All Eight Bound Volumes of Purnell’s 
History of W.W.2. Also Airfix Mags, U.S. 
Scale Modellers, I.P.M.S. Mags. S.A.E. 
details: P. Whyborn, 19 Clent Avenue, 
Redditch, Worcs. [1348Si 

ITALIAN IMPORTS 

DIMENSIONS CIELO 

Caccla*AsMtco (Fighters) W.W.2. Vols I, 2 & 3. 
Bomhardier-Recognitori. VoL 4, 8 pp. 4-views in 
colour. 90 photos. Post free. £1.15 

FRONTE TERRA 

Carri Armati. Vol. 1^ (Tanks in 2 Wars) Approx. 

90 pp. 3 pull-out 4 views. 90 photos. Post free. 

£1.15 

W. E. HERSANT LTD. 

228 Archway Rd., London. N6 5AZ 

Large Airfix Motor Racing Circuit. Suit 
club or enthusiast. Cost over £50, offers 
around £20. S.A.E. Morley, 26 Crawford 
Drive, Fareham, Hants. [1350SI 

54 Airfix Magazines No. 1 to September 65. 
£5. Houldsworth, 101 Rockwood Crescent, 
Hucknall, Notts. [1353S] 

Aircraft Pen Drawings. S.A.E. for list. 
McWhirter, 90 York Crescent, Newton 
Hall, Durham. [1354S] 

Disposing of 150 plastic kits. S.A.E. offers: 
P. Dutton, 71 East Crescent, Sunnyside, 
Rotherham, Yorks. [1357S] 

Various obsolete plastic kits by Kitmaster, 
Revell, Monogram, Lindberg, Marklin, 
Trix 3 Rail Locos. Airfix Mags from 1960. 
Micromodels, Lesney Yesteryears, Corgi 
Classics, etc. Please state wants with S.A.E. 
Thompson, 48 North Street, Ripon. 

I1359S] 

1/150 AFV (N-gauge). Our range of 50+ 
dififerent vehicles allows you to produce 
wargames armies economically. Introduc- 
tory packs are 8 vehicle selection for 25p 
(30p Europe, $2 USA/Canada airmail) or 
50 vehicle Range Pack for £1. Greening, 
Knoll Cottage, Knoll Road, Dorking, 
Surrey. New Desert (and late war) yellow 
colour available for German cards 2-6 inc. 
(order as e.g. 4Y). (1360S] 

March 1973 


The publishers of AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
must point out to readers that, while 
every care is taken to check the bona 
fide nature of all classified advertise- 
ments, they cannot accept any res- 
ponsibility for disputes which might 
arise 

Marking Time, a new publication from 
A.S.P.S., 36 Bryce Road, Currie, Mid- 
lothian EH 14 5LW, contains 10 x A4 size 
aircraft plans with colour schemes, all 1/72 
scale. Send 25p P.O. plus postage' or a 
copy or two 3p stamps for sample pages. 

[1339SI 

Fibre Optic Light Conduit is used like 
flexible wire to convey light, e.g. multiple 
illumination from one bulb; indicators; 
signals; display panels. Send SAE for 
leaflet and samples: Fibre Optic Suppliers, 
PO Box 702, (AM), London WIO 6SL. 

(1342S) 

Monogram B52 unmade. Offers. Aircraft 
Illustrated No. 1 to Feb 72. Camouflage and 
Markings. Aircraft Illustrated Extra 1 to 12 
(sets only). Offers. Melvin, 264 Tyndale 
Crescent, Birmingham B43 7HU. [1351S] 

AFV-G2 American Armour enthusiasts 
magazine. Send 30p for sample copy or 
£3.00 annual subscription (12 copies). UK 
to Greening, Knoll Cottage, Knoll Road, 
Dorking, Surrey. USA to J. Yonos, Box 
293, La Puente, California 91747. [136IS] 

Airfix Magazine 1969 and 1970 (in binders), 
January 1971 -April 1972 (loose); Aircraft 
Illustrated January 1969-April 1971; Scale 
Models April 1970-May 1971; Camouflage 
Markings Nos. 1-6. Offers: S. King, 196 
Runley Road, Luton, Beds. Tel: Luton 
30867. [1362S] 

Make A Scotsman Happy, spend your 
money with Simulations Publications 

(UK). For full details on S.P.I. wargames, 
send a self-addressed label plus a 3 ip stamp 
to: Simulations Publications (UK), 7 
Alexander Drive, Timperley, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA15 6NF. [13'63S] 

Rare Frog, unopened original boxes: 
2 Westland Wallace, 1 Spirit of St Louis, 
4 Southern Cross, 2 Shackleton, 2 Black 
Widow. Best offer secures. Davies, 45 

New Road, Haverfordwest, Pembs. [1364S] 

Fighting Powers, good condition, five 
volumes 1 to 5. Enquiries, offers. S.A.E. 
please. Mr. Brasier, 35 Stanhope Road, 
Gedling, Notts. [1366S] 


Aurora Gothas. Offers or swap. Kleeware/ 
ITC Condor, Beechcraft D 17, Goose, 
Revell Mariner. S.A.E. Miller, 54 Bramble- 
tree Crescent, Borstal, Rochester, Kent. 

[1367S] 

Aviation Books, Airfix Magazines, Mar 61. 
July to Dec 61. Jan 63 to August 63. Dec 
63 to Jan 64. August 64 to Sept 69. 131 
Airfract Profiles. Meccano Magazine Dec 
66 to July 67. Aircraft Illustrated Mar 68 to 
May 69. Flying Review Mar 66 to May 66. 
Aero Modeller August 67 to May 68. 
Offers. Send S.A.E. John Noonan, Clon- 
road, Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland. [l369S] 

Aborted Kits. Vols IV- VII Aircraft of the 
Fighting Powers. Airfix Magazine July 
1967-April 1971, Scale Models l-December 
1971. Offers to Gibson, 19 Carlton Road, 
Rugby, Warks. 1 137 IS] 

For Sale. 1/72 Monogram B52 and VEB. 
MIL. MI-6 Helicopters and other VEB 
kits. Enquiries with S.A.E. to Box No. 
1372S. [1372S] 

WANTED 

All second-hand metal soldiers; send 
sample (carefully packed) to: Miniature 
Warfare, 36 Kennington Road, London 
SEl. 01-928 7479. [1332W] 

Unmade Frog 1/72 Kits: Attacker, Javelin, 
Scimitar, DHllO, Venom. Also Hawk 
1/72 Swift F4. State prices to Box No. 
1349W. [1349W] 

Airfix Kit of Wallis WA1I6 Helicopter 
1/24. Top price offered. Box No. 1352W. 

[1352W] 

Land Rover Series I, 11. Diccast or scratch- 
built. Any scale. Box No. 1355W. [1355W] 

Made or unmade old Triang or Frog /air- 
craft models 1/72 or 1/96 scale. Offers to 
Watson, 16 Kemp Road, Marple Bridge, 
Cheshire. [1356W] 

Pre 1966 Airfix Magazines. Send S.A.E. 
stating condition and magazines available. 
Selling spare Airfix Magazines 1964 to 
1971. [1358W] 

Frog 1/96 Viscount. Must be unmade and 
complete. State price. I. Stewart, 124 
Littlefield Road, Luton, Beds. [1365W] 

Wanted Avalon Hill Bismark wargame. 
21 Chappel Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. 
Tel: 01-304 2350. [1368W] 

Wanted any German or Italian Military 
items from WWI or WWll. Box No. 
1370W. [Box No. 1370W] 
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to have and 
to hold... 

your AIRFIX magazines 


The Classified Advertisement columns of this issue 
of AIRFIX MAGAZINE prove that copies of every 
issue become more and more valuable as time 
goes on. The circulation and readership Increases 
steadily each month so that supply very often can- 
not keep up with the demand and you may well 
miss a copy. Make sure this doesn’t happen to you 
by ordering a regular copy from your newsagent, 
or alternatively take out an annual subscription 
using the form below: 

I JJkJUUUbJiXJUaEI 


To : AIRFIX MAGAZINE — Subscription Dept. 

Surridge Dawson & Co. (Productions) Ltd., 

136/142 New Kent Road. London. S.E.1. 

Piease send my AIRFIX MAGAZINE each month by 
post on publication (or a 12 month period commencing 

with the issue. I enclose my cheque/ 

postal order lor £2.52. (Postage Inclusive). (USA $6.75) 

Dale Signed 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Please write clearly In block capitals. 

AM3,73 


I I ■■■ I ■■■■■■ I 

Once you take AIRFIX MAGAZINE regularly, treat 
your copies like gold dust by preserving them in 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE EASIBINDERS. Order these 
now for your valuable back numbers, your last 
year’s copies or even your next year’s copies, 
using the form below. 


I dduubJuyuLiUfi 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE — Easibinder Dept. 

PSL Publications Ltd.. 9 Ely Place. London, E.C.1. 

Please send me special AIRFIX MAGAZINE 

Easibinder/s immediately at £1.50 each, post and 
packing free. I enclose my cheque/postal order 

for £ Signed 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Please write clearly In block capitals. 

AM3/73 
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Please tend for catalogue and name of nearest stockist to: 
29 Ashley Road, Botcombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
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AIRFIX magazine 


The Guard House 

The Guard House is proud to 
offer to the military enthusiast 
an exciting range of ‘DO-IT- 
YOURSELF’ 54 mm. METAL 
MODELS. 

These top quality figures come 
moderately priced in packets, 
togetherwith PAINTING GUIDE 
and easy to follow ASSEMBLY 
DETAILS. 

Napoleonics and Medievals 
Everyone can afford an army at 
50p per model plus 5p postage 
and packing. 

Send stamped addressed 
envelope for our illustrated 
list today to : 

The Guard House 

Dept. A.F., 6 Cavendish Road 
Liverpool L23 6XB, England 


aviation 
books 
naiore! 


History - Reference 
iVlodelling - Engineering 
Computers - Navigation 
Flying - Construction 

We carry a comprehensive U.K. 
and international range of 
books on all aspects of aviation 
and armour. 


• lict Refunded 

Send Up lof 


0 , £2 50 or 




.. n . o . Tel; 01-836 5376 

Motor Books & Accessories 33 (AM) St. Martin's Ct.. London WC2 


HALF PRICE! 

'FROG' VULTEE VENGEANCE Mk. II 15p 
‘FROG’ BRISTOL BEAUFIGHTER Mk. 21 20p 


We sell all ‘AIRFIX’ kits, all ‘REVELL’ 1/32, and all 
‘HUMBROL’ Paints, Brushes and Tools 

5p Post and Packing any size order 
Send for ‘BARGAIN OFFER’ lists to 

Model Dept, CATOR SHOPS, 56 Fore Street 
Brixham, Devon 
OFFER APPLIES TO U.K. ONLY 


MODELMARK 


8 MIGHELL AVENUE, REDBRIDGE, ILFORD, ESSEX 


VALIANT MINIATURES 
This new range of 54 mm figures sets new scan- 
dards of detail and accuracy. Each kit contains 
complete colouring guide, front and rear views 
and a X 5 photo of the finished figure, many in 
full colour. 

Piease send 5p for full lists of this excellent new 
range. 


SQUADRON SIGNAL NEW RELEASE 
ALL AT £l.45-r5pp& p 
Armour No. 4. PANZERSPAH WAGEN IN 
ACTION by Mike Dario and Uwe Feist. The finest 
photographic study ever done of German ar- 
moured cars beginning with early development 
through the whole series of four, six and eight 
wheelers. Soft cover. 

Aircraft No. 4. LUFTWAFFE IN ACTION Vol. 3 
by Mike Dario and Uwe Feist. The third volume 
continues the pictorial story of the Luftwa^e in 
action across Europe. Featured are the Hs 123. 
Hs 129, Me 110. Bf 108 Taifun, and FW58. Soft 
cover. 

Aircraft No. 5. F4 PHANTOM IN ACTION by 
Lou Drendel is the first of the Squadron/Signal Jet 
aircraft pictorials. Rare and unusual photos trace 
the history of the fabulous mount of Aces. Soft 
cover. 


AIRMODEL CONVERSIONS 

144. Meteor F8 25p 

145. Gannet AEW3 50 d 

149. Heinkel I I IZ 75p 

PLUS ALL OTHER RELEASES 

RUB N'BUFF 

This is the ultimate in natural metal finish. Also 
great for weathering. 67p -r Sp per tube. 

WE CARRY ALL CURRENT KITS AND BOOKS 

IN STOCK. PLEASE ADD 10% POSTAGE. 

WRITE FOR LISTS 5p. 


FEIST PUBLICATIONS 

A series of comprehensive photo and text reference 
works on German and Russian Armour. All contain 
excellent general arrangement drawings in full colour. 
Especially good are the excellent combat photos. 

PANZER IV £1.35 

PANTHER £1.35 

TIGER I £1.55 

RUSSIAN 1915 68 £1.65 

ALL PLUS 5p postage 

AERODECAL 

1. RCAF Aerobatic teams. F86 Golden Hawks, etc. 

2. Bell UH-ID W, German Army, W. German Police, 
U.S. Army. 

3. F86 Aerobatic teams. Canada. Turkey, Italy. 

4. Blue Angels F4s/KCI30F. 

5. FIDO Thunderbirds team. 

6. FIDO Skyblazers team. 

7. Red Arrows and Yellow Jacks RAF Gnat teams. 

8. NATO stencils and other detailing decats. 

9. F86D Phillipine, S. Korea. 

ALL AT 30p EACH + Sp 

SPECIAL BOOK OFFER 
Aircraft of the Vietnam War by Lou Drendel. 

A complete coverage of all of the aircraft fighting. 

ONLY £I.45 + I0p 

GREEN STUFF 

The world's best body putty is now available in Britain. 
Will not crack or crumble and dries within 20 minutes. 
ONLY 48p-f-5p per tube 

Trade enquiries invited 


GERMAN WORLD WAR TWO RANGE 
SS Mounted Cavalryman (see left) £3.90 

Prone Bazookaman £1.60 

Shock Trooper £1.60 

Military Policeman £1.60 

Prone Rifleman £1.60 

2-Man Para/Machine-gun team £3.20 

Mountain Trooper £1.60 

BRITISH ARMY OF THE I900’s 
Officer, 27th Light Cavalry. Trooper, 39th 
Garhwal Rifles 1910. Colour Sgt., 43rd Erinpura 
Reg. Officer, 2nd King Edward's Own Ghurka 
Rifles. Bugle Major, Highland Light Infantry, 
Malta 1898. ALL £1.60 

Postage ISp up to £5, free thereafter. Overseas 
add 2Qp per item. 

SQUADRON 

FIGURES, A/C, AFVs. AH in the new full colour 
Squadron mag. Vol. 3, No. I contains: Arado 232, 
56th F.G.. U.S. Airborne. HelllZ, 88 mm Flak. 
Ki44, M3 Stuart, etc,, etc. 

ONLY 45p+6p p. and p. OR £1.80 post free sub 
MICRO SCALE DECALS 

I 72 Sheet 

54 — Luftwaffe Aces (7 a/c); 63 — P40B N Aces 
(I I a/c); 55— British Aces (8 a/c); 65 — F4 (3 a/c) 
79 — A6A Intruder; 87— F4 and Fiat G9I West 
German. Also sheets for BI7, B24, U.S.N., A7 
Corsair, A4 Skyhawk, FI04, etc., etc. 

The Micro Assembly System 
Micro Set: The solution for deep drawing decals 
on irregular surfaces 40p+5p 

Micro Weld: Revolutionary cement system for all 
plastics 40p + 5p 

NOW ALL YOUR MODELS CAN BE MUSEUM 

QUALITY 

l;32 Sheet 

I— Bfl09F/G; 2— Fwl90A; 3— P47B/D; 8— RAAF 
Spitfire: 10— P40F. 

Sheet sizes are Sj^^ x 9 '* 

ALL DECALS ARE 75p ea. WE HOLD STOCKS 
OF THE ENTIRE MICRO SCALE RANGE— OVER 
100 SHEETS— PLEASE WRITE FOR LISTS. 


Printed in England by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester 








Yoan INTERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 



MEN-AT-ARMS SERIES 


and 

Sutherland 

JYMdanders 



U.S. MARINES 
COSSACKS 
SOVIET ARMY 
LUFTWAFFE; Airborne & Field 
THE BLACK WATCH 
THE STONEWALL BRIGADE 
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
FOOT GRENADIERS OF THE 
IMPERIAL GUARD 
CHASSEURS OF THE GUARD 
THE IRON BRIGADE 
COLDSTREAM GUARDS 
THEWAFFEN'SS' 

ARAB LEGION 
ROYAL SCOTS GREYS 
U.S. CAVALRY 
CONNAUGHT RANGERS 
30ch PUNJABS 

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S ARMY 
ARGYLL & SUTHERLAND 
HIGHLANDERS 
THE BUFFS 



A.F.Vs 

FUJIMI I 76 scale 
^uraga German Light Tank 
es mm Flak gun 

King Tiger — KVIA Russian Tank — 

Kvl Russian Tank — Jagd Tiger — 

Jagd Panther 
FUJIMI 1/48 TANKS 
PzWW IV Tiger — British Comet — 

British Commander each £1.25 

BANDI I '24 scale 
PANTHER G TYPE 
KING TIGER Remote controlled 
MIDORI all types 
NEW AIRFIX KITS 
4<stroke engine 
Beach Buggy 

MONTY’S HUMBER l.32scale 
RAF Personnel 
HMS Amazon 
Scots Greys 

OO/HO Waterloo British Infantry 
Waterloo British Artillery 
ROYAL SHIP WASA 
LOCKHEED LIGHTNING P 38F 
COASTAL DEFENCE ASSAULT SET 
(HO/OO) 

German Panther Tank HO/OO 
German Tiger Tank HO/OO 
BREWSTER BUFFALO 
WESTLAND LYSANDER 
42nd HIGHLANDER (BLACK WATCH) 
collector’s series 

FUJIMI 1/700 WATERLINE (Boats) 

Tone — Chikuka each 90p 

Haruna — Kongo — Kirishima — Hiei each £1 .68 
PORSCHE 914 RACING VERSION 1/25 scale 

?ONY NANCY’S AA.'FD RAIL DRAGSTeS 
I T 6 scale £2.75 

FERRARI 3l2-b2 mod 1971 by PROTAR 
HI2 scale. 650 parts, the latest in Formula I 
kits. 

Full engine and gearbox interior wiring 

dbom t ; slick tvres' 


SOp 

50p 


each SOp 


£8.50 

£10.50 

I9p 

£1.08 

75p 

68p 

I9p 

Wp 

25p 

I9p 

19p 

£1.35 

35p 

£1.65 
I Ip 
I Ip 
I9p 
I9p 


I9p 


NEW AIRCRAFT KITS 



d 


NEW AIRFIX l/24th SCALE 

MUSTANG P5ID 

Very highly detailed 41.75 

Available now from B.M.W. 
BACK IN STOCK with flashing lights 
FROG VCIO — £125 


£10.40 


AIRFIX 172 scale 


Seversky P-3S 

7Sp 

Lysander 

I9p 

FUJIMI 1 48 AIRCRAFT 

Brewster Buffalo 

I9p 

Spitfire 5b 

£1.25 

Mosquito 

35p 

Grumman Hellcat 

£1.80 

Dornier 17 

54p 

Me 1 09a 

£1.25 

FROG 1 72 scale 


McDonnell Phantom (back 

Wildcat 

2lp 

in stock) 

£3.05 

Heinkel 162 

2lp 

D'Assauk Mirage 1 1 1 

£1.25 

Fiat G 55 

2lp 

NEW REVELL 


Firefly 

24p 

McDonnell f-4j 


FROG 1/32 scale 


Phantom I /32 scale 

£1.95 

ME 262 

£1.95 

KAWASAKI Ki45-Kai 


RAREPLANES 172 


TURYU 1.72 scale 

79p 

Stinson L-5 Sentinel 

7Sp 

OC-IO Airbus 


Republic P-43 Lancer 

75p 

1 144 scale 

£1.15 


★ ★ AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES ★ ★ ★ 


1. North American P-SID Mustang 

2. P'47 Thunderbolt 

3. Mustangs Mks l-IV 

4. Merlin engined Spitfires 

5. PS IB Mustang in USAF Service 

6. P-40 l-IV Kittyhawk 

7. P-40-N Warhawk 

8. Griffon eng. Spitfires Mks. XII-24 

9. Spad VII and XII Scouts 

10. P-38 Lightning 

1 1. B-24 Liberator 

12. Avro Lancaster 

13. Nakajima Ki-43 Hayabusa l-lll 

14. F/RF.84F Thunderstreak 

15. B-I7B H Fortress 3I VAUGHf F8 CRUSADER 

16. Mitsubishi A6M Zero 


17. North American F-86A-L Sabre 

18. Nakajima Ki-27 Nate 

19. Grumman F6F-3/5 Hellcat 

20. Canadair Sabre Mk l-IV 

21. Kawasaki Ki6l/Ki-I00 Hieo 

22. N.A.B.25C/H Mitchell 

23. Vought F4U 1/7 Corsair 

24. H. Hurricane l/IV 

25. Nakajima Ki.44 Shoki I/ll 

26. H. Hunter F.I/T.66 

27. Douglas A-4AL Skyhawk 
29. Nakajima Ki-84 A/B Hayate 


CORPS 


USN-US MARINE 
AERONAVALE SERVICE 


AIRCAM 

£1.25 

EACH 


51. Battle of Britain Special 

52. Finnish Air Force 

53. Sharkmouth Vol. I 

54. Sharkmouth Vol II 

55. Czech Air Force 1918-1970 

56. Luftwaffe Vol. I Colour Schemes 

and Markings 
I939-4S 

57. Aerobatic Teams 1950-1970 

58. Luftwaffe Voi. II Colour Schemes 

and Markings 


POST AND PACKING: Please 
add 10% to all orders up to £5.00 
(min. lOp). Over £5.00 post free. 
C.O.D. Charge 45p. Overseas 
C.O.D.60p extra. 


If you see it advertised in this 
book it is quite possible we 
can supply it, so contact us 
from any place in the world, 
we are never closed with 
lelex. 

TELEX 
No. 
928374 
‘MODELMAN’ 

FULL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 
WITH WORLD TELEX 


HASEGAWA 1,72 METTALIC 
PLATED KITS £1.05 each 

F-4J Phantom II 
F-104 Scarfighter 
RF-IOIC Voodoo 
F-IOOO Supersabre 

RENWALL VISIBLE KITS 

Renwall Visible Man 

£4.70 

Insect Science £2,60 
Visible V-8 engine 

£9.35 

Human Skeleton £2.25 
Visible Woman £4.70 
Visible head £9.35 
Visible dog £3.75 
Visible horse £5.50 
Reptile Science £4.45 
Visible Car Chassis 

£17.00 

Visible trout £4.40 
Human Anatomy £1.52 


Senses 
Skull 
Brain 
Botany 
Leopard Frog 


£1.89 

£2.60 

£2.25 

£2.25 

£2.25 




4-stroke engine 
Beach Buggy 

MONTY’S HUMBER I 32 
R.A.F. Personnel 
H.M.S. Amazon 
Scots Greys- 


BMW MODELS, 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDONj^^V\M9^elex_9M374_01-540J33^ 




